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P R E F A G E; 

JrsT thas afmjible mortificatioh to ihefimd 
jf /^ ^iyj ^//^ the dialdgue of Lexipba^ 
nes appearid^ *cohen a Gentleman en- 
fuiired at a bot^kfeller^s what fori of a thing 
it was^ to bear hifn anfweredhy the boy in the 
fbop^ tbatitwas Jometbing written againftDrJ 
J — n. For the fame reafon tbe compliments 
whicb I have fometimes bad paid me^ by being 
toldy tbat I bad very well ridiculed Dr. J—n^ 
have beeH received by me^ almoft as coolly^ as a 
Gre&t Many who is either confcious of higher, 
accompliJhmentSy or^ what is the fame things 
thinks he poffeffes them, would receive his led 
Captain^ wbofljould tell bim^tbat bis Lordfinp 
danced an excellent Hornpipe^ or played a good 
ftick on tbefddle. Tbe truth is, my intention 
was not to ridicule Dr. J—n^ whom I have 
4nly once feen^ Virgilium tantum yidi, nor 
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Dr. A—e^ nor any other particular DoBor 
or Writer^ hut tUir manner of writings and 
expr effing themf elves on all fuhjeBs^ and the 
pompous affeSedfiyle ufediy them^ and many 
ether Doctors and PFriters. Bojfu in bis in- 
genioui treaJife osttheBpick Poejny imagines 
that Homer firfi of all fixed upon his morale 
^ tb$fi invented his fabk^and cifofe bis Hero. 
JooHmt coiisc^m^ w.^s rfollyihei^^fe, with 
Homer 5 mtker do I<^t it wa^ lit^traUy fi 
e^ firjkmth Wfff^f^ I (an Mlyf(^ tha^t i 
havf^af lafircondt^i^ n^ ^»^ as if it M 
really, keefife from tbe. b^iMHi^g* ^ in^ntiw 
was^ tbat tie JboXs fire4. 4f tb^ celebrated 
J^Shr, fiould rebound from bim% m4 fiiM 
among bis imitatvrs aitdfoMow^^t 

In the fame mannfr^ rej^ing tke pr^fM^ 
performance offered iA the wetM^ I mouid nfit 
k^^^ 09^ one imagme^ tkat tMfi^Qt ^Mtkon 
are the principal^ faa^ lefs tbtonty d^tf an^ ob? 
J4Sf. ofmyf4Uir^ J^. ie^foncej^ xn^ken tM -Dra^ 
matick Jbtfhi^rs artepspofid i^fok^ tklfidkyk 
is evid^tiy direOed /igainji tba Managers ami 
frequenters of tbe^beatres \ wbm tke JMSlms 
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cf nal merit are difmijfed without hing fjffer-' 
ed to fale at allj it is levelled a^infi the hm 
^nd trifling taJU af the age in g49ural i wbm 
Harris.^ Hcyle, and Hsber are put up^ ^fgas^fjt 
D^iaucbees and GameJlerSy and when the ^im^ 
nj mousAuShcrj are fidd^ ma^ fronds aaUsr^ 
tifices x^ the B^kfeilersi^ ^r rather Bwt- 
makers J are 4ete£ied:and expcfedL Evsn m. 
Lexiphanes's ^RJaapfedy^ fametbing fnor^ tbam 
a bare ridicule ofthatfiyU ii intended i it if 
a faithful piitur^^ cf a certain clafs in m^id^fw 
life J and two vtry common charaSers^ thiU of 
the vocifcratitig Grocery and the {^tiximsmsl 
Hibernian^ arc draiJim in it. Bejida^ the 
whole, ft oty cf the quarrel bePwen the Grocer 
and the Caledonian Emigrant^ (fee Leaipha* 
ne^j from page 31 to 37) is deftgned as m 
fat ire on the animofity which tbenfubfijled i^ 
tween the twonationc^andtbe ridiculous caufes 
which accafioned it. • It may be thought ftme- 
what officious in any^ writer to explain and 
comment upon bis own produ^ions ; but p^- 
baps it is now neceffary^ for our Criticks up- 

few 
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fear to have become fopurblindyly poring dijef 
old Authors, in which they difcover meati- 
iHgs they never had, that they are unable td 
difcover any meaning at all in modern Au^ 
tbors ; not to fay^ thatfuch Cri ticks who flou- 
rijh moft at prefent^ have ever been more esc- 
pert at finding out faults or negligencies thart 
beauties^ and at the fame time have mordt 
pleafure in pointing them out. In fhorty 
the operation of thefe two performances is 
what the French call battering a ricocheti 
where the artillery of a bejieging army is di-^ 
rested agoinfi one part of the fortifications^ in 
fuch a manner as toftrike it obliquely^ rebound 
from thence^ and take effeEf upon another 
which is intended to be deflroyed. 

1 fball now fay fomething about the naturt 
of thefe compofitions, Mr. Hurdy 1 knowj 
will not allow them the title of Dialogues^ 
whichy in imitation of Lucian^ I have given 
them -, and even Lucian himfelf the inventor 
of this fort of writings feems to yield it up^ 
in his little trails entitled^ Prometheus. A 

man 
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man is certainly very excufable^ when he pre- 
fers a fort of writing which he has himfelf 
muchjtudiedy and fuccefsfully cultivated^ as 
Mr. Hurd appears to have done with the 
grave fhilofophick dialogue ; but^ with all 
fubmifpon to that learned and ingenious Gen- 
tlemari^ me thinks he departs from his wonted 
candor and good fenfe^ when^ fpeaking of Lu* 
cian^ he ufes the expreffton of the Syrian's 
frontlefs buffoonery, and that he treats too 
harfhly and cavalierly the great Father of Wit 
and Humour^ who^ bating his licentioufnefs 
in one Jingle article^ is a very moral and 

moji inJlruSHve writer. But this is mere^ 
ly a difpute about words^ and it matters 
not what name any work goes by^ provided it 
be good in its kind. My Lexiphanes is a 
downright imitation of Lucian^s^ tho^^fome- 
what enlarge^ ; whereas in this^ 1 have taken 
the hint from him only^ and the compojition and 
conduct ^ fnch as they arCy I muji anfwer for. 
This work is entirely dramatical *, and 
tho* I never intended^ or dreamt of anyfuch 
fhingj I now find^ on comparifon^ that it is 

almoji 
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^ibmfi a firfeS m&del of the old Gretk Co-' 
midjj hoih wits completion and plot ^ andit^ 
ihe charaSers introduced. For example^ iff 
itt Oond^of Ariftopb^n^s^ thplot of Strep^ 
Jades is^ iy karning Soppifiry from Socrates^' 
U evade the payment of bis dekts* And h^r^ 
ApoUo and Mercury ^ having run iff dekt thro* 
their extravagancey fall upon this fcbeme of 
muhing the Authors and felling tbem^ in or- 
der to fatisfy their creditors^ and replenifh 
their purfes. There is difo the fame Jimplicity^ 
mnd pretty nearly the famecondu^ af^dprtpa- 
Tafim of incidefits as in the oldCopedy, Nay^ 
if what I. have called the Epilogue be allowed 
to be an a£l^ I know not hut this Sale of Au- 
llK>rs may pretend to rank with the modern. 
Comedy^ For in the Epilogue^ there is an 
mnorous ^uarrelj an intrigue^ and dif appoint- 
mmt^ and it concludes with a marriage and 
pkntj of kiffin^y the great hinges on which 
the Modern Comedy turns^ ^he dramatis 
perfbn ge arCy likewifcy precifely the fame as in 
the old Comedy - Real Perfons, Animals ^ dnd 
Fagan Deities, or imaginary Beings. Jh 
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jlrtftophanes^ the Animals frequently all a 
principal part ; here the dogs make a very 
Jhort appear ame^ tho^ perhaps no impertinent 
one y feeing they interrupt the recital of one of 
Mr. G — s Prologues. Mercufy has evefheeiB 
a favourite character with all writers in the 
Dr,amatick way^ and perhaps there never was 
one better calculated for Comedy : a fuperior 
Being who cheat Sy Jiealsy and lies^ without 
fhame or fcruple^ hut is at the fame time 
fo good'humouredy facial^ and friendly'* 
witbaly that we could not but like him for 
an ' occafional companion ; though a wife 
man would take care bow be played at Cards ^ 

* The following is ttie amiable chara6ler given of 
Mercury by Jttpiter« in his fpeech to hinft, in' the 
24th Iliad> as tranflated by Mr. Pope. 

Then thus to Hermes. Thou whofe, conilani care» 
Still fuccour MortaU, and attend their pray'rs. 
Behold an objed, to thy charge confign d. 
If ever pity touch'd thee for Mankind. 

Bat this is at beft a beautiful paraphrafe, for Hd-» 
mers literal meaning is, '* that it is Mercury^s 
'< greateft delight to affift mankind in the quality df 
*< their friend and companion/ 

b ifr 
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4r had ^ny ^pecuniary conneElUns with Joint, 
^ollo^ tW as extravagant and neceffttous ^& 
£€ercuryy nay e'qually willing to profit by the 
fpibies of his ^uftomerSy is yet reprefented as 
having a greaS deal of Jincerity^ and much 
m&rehmour than his partner ; fucb are tbi 
^hts and colours wherein Ihafve endeavoured 
to paint my two Deities : and certainly peo- 
ple in thefirft ages ^f Greece and Rome mufi 
'^ave ieen extremdy happy in the betief of their 
reUgion^ there is fomething fo very pleafanr 
and goodAmmoured in its conJiruSion^ . efpe- 
€ially as it peoples ail nature with fuperior 
Beings ever difp^fcd /* fo the friends and fome^^ 
times the companiqm of mankind. 

A: fo;(;.fh(i,r44 (JomoMtrh wi^^ itf^on^ 
formiiy to the^Old£otnedy an intr educed^ tb^ 
are nkfi cf thorn fa^weU known^ that the Rea- 
der wilt at once perceive whether th^ are 
treated wHhjMM/^y or pr^iperjy r^jprefented. I 
h/wcr hp^eper^ .c^ntf»ily fiV9i^iJhe liceMfi: 
PMfnti^'pfAifkffhms^ ^tki^Jpirfmd^m- 
\jelf^,4kat in^the f^mftgperf^^^ there 

is 


P R E F A t E. xi 

is nothing that ffttiitis the teaft apprvach to 
ahujtor a liitl^ nothing which bears 'the haft 
allufion to any private tnisfortune crp&fonal 
defeSt: itt Jhorts there is nothing ridiculed' 
in ity but what * can and ought to be a- 
mendid •, / mean^ the arrogance^ v^ty^ dnd 
affeSation of Authors \ and the avarice^ 
ignorance^ and ftlf-fufficience of J^heatricai' 
Managers; Suppojing^ all Authors to be on 
€L levilj and gentlemen alike^ and indeed- 
they are f$ insa tnanner^for -of the very few 
jhat have fet up avowedly for Dilators 
among themy ftarce one hath fuccteded \ I 
fay^ on fucb a fuppqfition^ there is hardly any 
thing faid in the following pages^ tthicb^ in 
a^freeandjoeoforonipanyj one Gentlentan couU 
well^tdke ainifsin another y farlefs be war- 
ranUdin ca^n^ hmt^ (oi account for it: Tet^ 
Jin0coffifsy that in the rtprefentatiotrof the 
two Jlrfi chW'offers prodtic^d on-Mercury^s 
jfuSHon tahky thirt is more of fbejpirit of 
Ariftophanes than I could wifij\ efpecinifyy as 
^otk Mr, G— - and Mr. M-*-- are authors of 
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f^erkj and indeed ba^^^gnuU. nwdefiyiii thai - 
capacity j and if^ ferk^ip^^ tkeybave hem ce-\ 
Uhratedmore than I think they defefve^ it has . 
heen their gmdf<fr tune nat their fault. Per- 
haps I could hvve wijhed^ that the fallowing 
fajfage^ Knock him off; We flialigetno 
more for him ^ and I do not kftow that • 
he is worth much more, had been put in 
Mercurfs mouthy who is feldcm if ever Jin- 
cere^ rather than in ApoMs^ who is always ' 
fincercy except ^ when heperfuadeSj or rather 
fuffers theBo&kfellers tohelimey that he haf 

contracted a certain dijiemperin order to avoid 
drinking. As for the reft^ when thefe Gen- 
tlemen refieUm the patience and g0oJHumdur ^ 
wheremJi the divine Soerates bore being fibewn . 
to the Athenian people^ ^n the nobleji theatre 
that ever was in the wcnrid^ fufpended in a ' 
bajketiandtalking the utmofi nonfer^e and blaf 
fhemy^ it is to be hvpedthai neither of them 
will be mortally offended at being exhibited en 
an imaginary duSiipn table^ talking nothing in- • 
congruous to thiir char alters^ though the one , 

be 
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he in^a bhnket ^ "mttcbman^s ccat^ andibe 
otber^ after hreakfafiing on feafe-meal and 
wbijky^ in a PiUabeg. As for the firji^ He 
might have been omitted^ but, the other was 
necejfary to my plan^ intending^ thrci^ hint^ to 
ridicule a certain fort of national parirality^ 
and likewife to introduce a more poignant ri^ - 
dicuU ofthofe heats and animojities^ which the 
two charaSers next introduced were the prin- 
cipal iff/lrutnents of raifing between two peo- 
ple^ whom providence certainly dejtgned for 
one^ and who had long bee». really united. I 
wifh the motives for the condu^ of either of 
thofe Gentlemen had been no worfe than what * 
Mercury openly avows to the Scotfman for bis J 
namely^ to fee if he could cheat them 
out of fame o' their filler. Such a ri- 
diculewas highly feafonable at the time that ' 
part of the dialogue wasfirfi written^ during 
the height of thofe difputes^ and indeed cannot^ 
be unfeafonable now. 

But none furely can take much amifsany^ 
liberties I have taken^ when I have not even 
hefitated to pafs a Joke on a Gentleman who 

is 
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isTMS. only the bifi and marme^ friend I mf'^ 

Jelfhave in the worlds but alfo one tf tbevDOt^^^ 

Mefi and tnofi bmwolent men in it. fFJ>en' 

Mercury tells tbe'Higl^and Horner^ tbaty Hp 

wiE ipeak a gude v^rd for him to ane he 

Ictia fu' wecl,,a dear friend ackl unco great- 
adtairer of hisy a governor of ane o' thexicw 

pjrovi&ces» Audfae he might gang, o'uer wi' 
Iiim as. a Secretary, (foe the. Sale of Au- 
thors^ ^ge %y) it is eafily feen that no body 
eon be mAont. except Hs Excellency G£ORG^ 
JOHNSTONEy Eff, late Governor of Pen^ 
Jacola. Infa-Siy J do mean him^ andlremem- 
ierwben I bad tbebappinefs to live with that 
Gentleman fome years ago^ we ufed to have* 
mwydifputes ab^ut tbe n^twe and - excellence 
of Q^ffV Poems ^ perbapsfrom a fpirit of 
eppofitioH not uncommon. He extolling them- 
m&re iban*be might really think tbeydefirved^ 
4ini I depreciating tbem as mucb, nay a£irm* 
ing I would not be bribed to read tbem, JVbich 
is indeed pretty nearly the cafe ; for with all 
jbeir merit in otber refpe^s^fucb is their fame-^ 
m^fs and uniformity, being all writ in the Bah^ 

Ind 
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krdjiram^ that nothing can, he more tirefoms' 
and difgufiful to me ; and I may^ be well ex^ 
cufed for faying fo, when the Hiad itfeJf now 
afpears fomewhat tedious f torn the fame caufe^ 
I do not mention this hy way of making xmf 
apology to this Gentleman. I know that is-^d^ 
together fuferfiuous \ for fuch is his Good tin- 
mourj be is as incapable of taking amifs 4tnf 
thing within the homds of decency^ intended 
for a Jeft^ asy fuch is his Philanthropy^ tf 
wit holding bis good offices from any one, who^ 
he thinks deferves them, and be knows wants' 
them. I only beg that be would permit me 4^ 
incriie this performance to bim^ as a tefiimonj 
of my gratitude for the many favours he ha^ 
conferred on me, the many which be hasfrank^ 
ly offered me^ and whieb I have been obliged to 
deeUne, and- the good offices which I know be 
will always be difpofed^ and is even now ^n^ 
deavouring to do tne. 


P. S, 
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P. S. As lielieve there are few but literal 
errors in the following pages ^ I have not trou- 
bled my f elf with an Err at a^ only dejiring the 
Reader to allow for fuih as he may obferve. 
The candid ReviewerSy however^ are wel- 
come to impute quasranda, page 64, infiead 
of quserenda, 41s alfo^ if they will^ primal 
for primum, to my ignorance of the Latin 
tongue^ as they have already imputed had be- 
came, for had become, to my ignorance of 
the Englijh. 
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ApOLto, Mercury, Authors*' 

Apollo* 

WELL, Merciuy, you have got the 
ufe of Longford's room I fee. You 
fupply his place to day, and are ready with 
your inftnun^nt in your hand : But pray 
where are the Authors ? And have you ad«- 
yertifed this iale in all the papers as I or- 
dered you? ., 

.,/. B • Mer- 
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It appears tlu^ osoming in the front of 
the Daily Adverdj^n^ '|.was too late to getr 
it into the reft of thepapers,. and was forced 
>OtiP?r 1 cfoiwi} % ti^is. ^ I wiih ye may 
make our owtn m^cy again- As &r the 
Authors they are all ip the next raom, tag, 
ragy and bobtail ; I have locked them up 
and .^SiC^ a {^ntif; at^thcdoof^ ^ fear 
they (hould break out and make their efcape. 
Tsxdy^JSas^^l have had a very trouble- 
Ibme jobbof it. I don't vemember having 
ever been foimach^vhjtfra^d in driving ^ 
pack of the moft refraAory ghofts to the 
banks of the river Styx^ ias in. gathering to- 
gether thofe confounded Authors.. *Ti& 
true, I eafiiy found out the houfeke^pera^c 
and thoic who^ put names to their writings* 
1 heard of them at theii" bookfellers, and 
frqin- the waiters rf Ac coffee-houfc^ tEfy 
frequent ; but it was with- ^i«at difficulty I 
caught 'theni, and was obBg^'d to ciagldy 
^various ftrataeems for thafpurpole. Th^ 
are a decent good- loolcirig iort of *pedple 
enough, and are tolerably well dref&d, all 
ex(^ept one, a very eminent poet^r afiiire 
you> and wha has as itne clothes as the beft 

of 
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of them^ yet has hothing'about^him at prt- 
ftiittD cor^.his nakedn^ except a watdi- 
jhaifs gitat tc^ty the resdbn of which you 
ihall beacqusMiited with whea He comes iup- 
^fcr' the hamtocr. ' ' ' 

Apox.La 

^'][hcn we mufi 'fell iiTm firft of all, left 

ills catch ^roU' this' hitter^ weat^er^^^ Btlt 

^I hope you have not penned up the dr^ 

7C«:nt wf^-drjft 'f^lts/in the iamc robih with 

' MSftCURY. 

I have indeed V^and I Icould not hd(p it. 

;%: "^^Uffiaf youddlihttrift^ 

'%cve?few^fac^ a piufctt of flirty^gtantiiBhs 
jfince you wete a God^ The& anonfftidiu 
Authors as yofi itpl them, I mean News* 
* gkherets, -Magatjuei-itaongefs, Mufeum- 
incompikrs, :PiQiiwiary^wri^ . MUcellany- 
j.'bt9ki?rs;7lndeac-Ti)[^faeFS| Reviewers^ Journa- 
y,iifts,.-.French-franflators, and Poets <xf ^all 
.^ &mx^fize$, 'and denominations ^ you can- 
not topjeiye the trouble and pains it has 
coft me to get, together this cqlleAion of 
{h^m. I jfound I could make nothing of 
" " '" B 2 the 
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the bufincfs by myfelf, though from my dif- 
ferent occupations of Pimp, Thief, Thief- 
taker, and Ghoft-drivcTj you may believe 
me pretty well acqudnted with moil of the 
dark nooks and byevlanes in town. Infhort,^ 
I was e'en forced-to employ the afliflance 
of. Bailiffs and their. Followers -, at ^aft I was 
obliged to hire fonie of my Iprother^s gang, 
I mean the ThicfTtal;er3, at the blind 
J-ft-ce's in B — Street, By their means, I 
• have ferretted out fome very eminent Au- 
thors I give .you. myW0rd, from plates 
I could hardly cpnceive inhabited by any 
. mottal ;Beingi far lefs by irjftruftc^s of man^ 
. kind; cprredbors of h^fh improvers of mo^ 
rals, judges in Utenttwe^ and reformers of 
• ^tje* , : / , 

' *Tb an old faying. Mercury, f«t a thief 

' to catch a thief. I hope you have got no 

' thieves among your Authors •, That tmght 

bring us into a fcrape. *Tis certain d^ 

come^from very fufpicious plaees, and ypu 

have employed very fufpieious perfons to 

'*''"'"' catch them, 

Mer- 
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Mercury* 
Thai I could not help : you have them . 
as I got them. But faith I believe none of 
them are what you can really call thieves ; 
and that they never ftole any thing except 
iities.^and fehteliccs, -vAnch by the bye is not 
m^le ^nal as yet by any ftatute I know of. 
In truth they appear to be too wretched 
tS) follow any bufinefs but writing. 

. , Apollo. 
; Do bring them out, however, and let us 
take a view of them ^ here are no company 
come 4s yet, and 'twill be fome time be* 
^ore the falc begins, ' 

Mercury. 

I muft beg ii} the fiift place you would 
order them a dbuble dram apiece. When 
I left them they were making bitter com* 
phints of the coldnefs of the morning and 
the rawnefe of their ftomachs. They have 
'^ sOBl got fuch a tremulous paralytick motion 
' in their arms, that I hardly think, till their 
tiervcs are ibmewhat fortified by Holland's, 
they will be able to fign dieir own names, 
far lefs write a letter for a news-jpaper, or a 
pafloral tale for a magazine. 

Apollo. 
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V ^ •«. -» 1 -. . 

Cm • ■■ " ^ " 

t 

that 

jprpdwce, tt^qT in t|ic[intiean time. 

-(cH^r^Maxvaj.irhgs^MiJie auinpmus 

Apqllp. 

O Heavens, what a fet of fcarecrows ! 
You, Sir, you wkh the ruffles, what fort of 

wnting ilo^you d^ ia? 

-. *■ 
.Author- 

in poetry, may it glj^e ^oyr G9<p|>^, 

lampoflelledofgreateplc, tragic,' cdmfc, 

paftoral and piiidaric powers \ I write fon- 

'- nets, ep^ourUj acmftirs, 'tpbuiSs.-^^ 

.- ■ ,. -.--.■" ■...■- 

Apollo. . .... 

, , -nhe .^{M*er ! ,. ^he., ft^t^, is, ,^ he has .; no,flurt 

at 
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at .alL SniwUt j6\S hllftake M nififes i% 

qniy a^ pieci of white piper cm lAtO that 

Ihapc^. 

Apollo^ 

This will never do. Wi fhall be all our 
csqpences ,Q\it of pockety even to the Gin it- 
fetf. Thefe Tatterdemallions, take them 
aU tc^ether, will hot ft^ fo much as Dio- 
|eii^*did afc"j\ift)ite?s file of phiioft^hcirst. 
I cannot fiiVfelf iHdtti* the fight of them 
iriflusL pickle. Ill fliort, we fhaH he tdtafly 
lKi&edffW€%ifnoi; contrive to tig theni oilt 
iomewhat decemljr. Ste, Mercury^ that 
they be well guarded, and order them to be 
driven to our lodgings at tfhe bagnio ; there 

ici^t:^ \k 'Vi&i*tt, %Amay ^d briifhM ; 

ancl^^dfe |8tf ttifp^ to be loiify, gct'thdr 

'^e^s'l^Y^'inafurhiih them^tfe tyt^ 

]mgs fl^nil^^ddle^^ -at the faihe tinle 

tend *to J^ofi]mo\iih-'$ffeet fbrall mkrtnerof 

^j^oiiif^^^ Sis -hab, coats, 

'and'fo forth, 'tod let theb 
is the flioirtnefs 6f oftr 

^'Forttisaaetdotr,. fee CHlber's LiTC» of the 

. ± See Lucfan. wliere Dia!s:enes was (oldl fbitwo 
Aboli, mboat two-p'ence nalfpenhy. ^ 

tune 
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time will allow. Befides, you'll give, each 
of them a halfpenny roll along with their 
Gin. Poor fouls, who knows when they 
broke their faft I 

All fliall be done as you defirtf. 

Apollo. 

In the mean time aik what the gentle- 
men within, I mean your genteel Authors, 
chufe for breakfaft. We.muft keep them 
in good humour as well as we., cao*. . Pev^ 
haps they may fellthe better. 

MERCURy. '' 

Dr. H- — chufcs ibme of his own. tinc- 
. ture of Valerian, and a little of his Balfam 
of Honey. 'Mr. J--— n requires a pot of 
convivial Burton ale, as he calls . it, with a 
warm toaft and nutmeg in it, for he com- 
plaips of being terribly griped this mofp- 
ingi Mr. C-*-— 1, being a great admirer of 
the Geripan Herfl, as well as encourager of 
the manufaAories of Old England, is "for a 
mug of warm Pruilian purl. Mofi: of the 
reft will be contented with coffee, tea, or 
chocolate. I have already ordered all thefe 

things 
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things to be fent in, together with the ncws- 
.papers. Only Mr. M — n, a Highlander, 
one jilft now caught, a very Jignal t^ic poet 
I am told, muft have a bannock of peefe- 
.meal * and a Scotch pint of Scotch whilkjr 
(you muft know a Scotch pint is two Eog- 
lifli quarts) othcrwife he fays he can't bre^k- 
faft at all. 3efides, I had almpft forgot it, 
Mr. G — the great poet, in the watchman's! 
coat, muft have fome apricot marmalade^ 
and a pair of filver tea tongs. 

Appllo. 

» 

What the plague j does he eat filver! 

Mercury. 

no: But the tongs are a very necef- 
fary impletxient with Him. He is a little 
preffed juft now, and in a word cannot 
mingere without them. Indignatur nempi 
munumfuam c aft am et puratn fcedari attreBa- 
iione-^ — . 

Apollo. 
Say ho more. I Under ftand yoii. I pro- 
fefs a wonderful and a moft laudable deli- 

• A cake made of peafe flour ufed- in Scotland, 
chiefly in the-ttighlands. 

€ cacy. 
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cacjr. I hope we fhall find a good mer- 
chant for him, among the ladies of quality . 

Mercury. 

I queftion much whether that delicacy 
as you call it, will recommend him to their 
notice: On the whole, I am afraid we fhall 
bring our hogs to a bad market. I have 
no great hopes, to tell you the truth, from 
this bufinefs. 

Apollo? 
There's no help for it. Now we are in,, 
we mull make the beft of a bad bargain, as 
the faying is. Tho' I hope. Mercury, you 
will not be fcrupulous, but when you fet 
your Authors up to fale, fhew them out to 
the beft Advantage, giving them all the 
praifes and applaufes you can think of, and 
all the great and good qualities that come 
into your head, no matter how juft, or 
whether they deferve it or no. 

Mercurty. 
Truft me for that. What ! don't yovt 
know I'm an old auAioneer ? 

End of tbefirft Scene. 


OF AUTHORS. ii 

SCENE II. 

Speakers, 

Cryer, Apollo, Mercury, Booksellers, 
Authors, Audience, Managers, Dogs. 

Cryer. 

AUTHORS felling by audion. Walk 
in gentlemen and ladies. Selling by 
audlion. Authors felling by Auftion. 

Apollo. 

Husband your breath a little, my friend. 
*Tis but juft twelve yet, and we fhall not 

have much company till towards one. 

I am very glad. Mercury, to hear the ano- 
nymous Authors are fo much mended in 
their appearance. But alas ! poor Doftor 

j n. What we ^ain by thefe, I am 

afraid, we flialLlofe, and much more by HirrL 
Poor man ! what a piteou;5 taking he has 
been in. I fufpeft fome rafcal has poifoned 
him with a view to his penfion. 

Mercury. 
You remember I told you he complained 
of the gripes this morning. What is he 
^dually dead ? 

C 2 Apollo. 
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Apollo. 
Not quite. But he is dead to us. Yoy 
can't imagine what a pickle he has kft the ' 
water clofet in. All his excellent Ramblers, 
as they are called, are gone thro' him, quite 
thro*. 

Mercury. 

* « 

Well, I now fufpeft the caufe. I was told 
the whole affair this forenoon. But did he 
receive no benefit from his coiivivial Burton ? 
I left him at that and his toaft and nut- 
meg- 

Apolj.0. 

Juft the reverfe. He had no fodner ate 
his breakfaft than he fell grievoufly ill. I 
was fent for ; I found him fpcechlefs, alt 
over in a cold fweat, his pulfe quite gon^, 
and afflifted with a moll terrible and con- 
tinued purging. This latter fyroptom being 
the mcrft dangerous and the caufe of all the 
reft, I ufed my utmoft endeavours to flop 
it, and with great cTifKculty fucceeded at lafl. 
About an hour before 1 left him he had re- 
covered his fpeech. But alas! he is no 
more the man he wa^. He fpeate now like 
other people, not as he ufed to do, is if it 
were out of a book. Were lie to write, I 

fuppofc 
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iuppofe it would be in the fame manner. So 
we need not fet him up to fale -, for we fliould 
get nothing for him. Befides, he is fuch a 
pitiable objeft. What excufe fliall wc make, 
Ihould the good company call for Jiim, as 
undoubtedly they will ? 

Mercury. 

Why, tell 'em the truth, to be fure; 
and as I am acquainted with tlie whole bu- 

finefs, let me be the fpokefman. But do 

you know what expence the anonymous au- 
thors will put us to, before we can difpofe rf 
one of 'em.— Nay, you need not wonder, and 
hold up your hands, and caft up your eyess 
in the manner you do. 'Tis already done, 
and we are already engaged for a greater 
fum by much, and all on Their accountl; 
than the cxpence of catching them, ai)reak^ 
faft of Gin and Half-penny Rolls, walfc 
ing, fcrubbing, loufing, ind even cloathing 
'em will amount to. > 

Apollo. 

Mercury, could I any way do without 
you, I would abfolut^ly dirtblve tlie pare- 
jicrihip tliis moment. You will ruin us witli 
^' ycur 
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your mad projefts and extravagance.> Un- 
ids we make a quick retreat to Olympus, 
we fhall be arrefted and lie rotting in a goal. 
You know it was much againft my incli- 
nadon to have any thing to do with thefe 
anonymous Authors. I always faid they 
were nothing but lumber, and that we fhould 
never get any good by them. But pray 
what have you done ? 

Mercury. 

Nay, I began to be of the fame opinion^ 
and to repent of it myfelf. But it was too 
late to draw back. In fhort, I was informr 
ed by an intimate acquaintance, one thor 
roughly verfed in thefe matters, that we 
could expeft nothing for fuch Authors, from 
Patrons, Minifters of State, Noblemen, Genr 
demen or Ladies of Quality ; and that alj 
our market for - them mult lie ^mong the 
Bookfellers. I was told befides, that thefe 
Bookfellers v/ould not bid fo much as one 
farthing, till their bellies v/ere filled with 
the belt of victuals, and their heads well 
heated with the beiS: of liquors. So, what 
do you think I do ? I go to Tomkins's, at 
the Shakefpeare, where you may be thank- 
ful 
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ful we have ftill fome credit, and order him 
to provide a magnificent entertainment, 
with all the niceties and delicacies he caa 
think of, to be ready at four o'clock; to- 
gether with plenty of Punch, a beverage 
more delicious than our Neftar, and the 
beft forts of wines. To this I propofc invi- 
ting the Bookfellers, as foon as our genteel 
Authors ihall be fold off,, and our great 
Company difmifled. 

Apollo. 

P-x take 'em, they will fluff and fwiB 
more than as many Deputies and Common- 
Councilmen at a City feaft. 

Mercury. 

Nay, never grudge fuch cuftomers a 
belly-fuU. The heartier they eat and drink, 
the better. They will bid the more freely* 
Could we contrive to make them drunfc^ 
and keep ourfelves fomewhat fober, I doubt 
not but we may reimburfe ourfelves of the 
expences we have laid out on the Anony- 
mous Authors, which is all we can in rea- 
fon hope for. Do You pretend to have 
caught the faftiionablc diftemper, and leave 

Me 
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Mc to fight off as well as I can. But I hav^ 
not been idle otherwife, I have been as 
biify an)ong thefe Authors^ as you have 

Jxen with Doftor J n, and to better pur- 

:pofc. I have picked and aflbrted them, 
and put them up in fo many diftinft lots 
and parcels, difkinguiftiing every parcel by 
a label, marked Number One, Two, Three, 
jand fo .on. I have got above a dozen fcts 
of Magazine-mongers, near as many News- 
mongers, two or three fets of Reviewers, 
or periodical Criticks, and I know, not 
liow many parcels of Hiftorians, Voyagers, 
Travellers, Biographers, Commentators on 
the Bible^ Compilers of Diftionaries of 
Lanuages, Arts and Sciences, Index-makers, 
and political Pamphleteers, who anfwer 
-themfelves, and write on both fides the 
queftion. In (hort, I have got the com- 
pleateft and fulleft aflbrtment of Authors 
chat ever were collefted together, and all 
of great eminence in their feveral callings, 
as I am told. I call every feparate parcel a 
Society of <jentlemen i ( but fuch Gen- 
tlemen, God wot after the example of 
the Bookfellers in their title pages. As 
for the Rubbilh and Refufe, as there al- 
ways 
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ways muft be fomc am6Ag fo many, I 
have put th€tn all in one parcel, and by 
the advice of my friend, have marked it 
with the number Forty-Five, which num- 
ber he telld m€l the Englifh are exceflively , 
fond of> and think fomcthing peculiarly 
lucky annexed to it. He fays, this parcel 
may fetfch more on that very account thaft 
^1 the reft* In a word, Apollo, I have 
omitted nothing, but have done every thing 
in my power, for our common Intereft. And 
Were I not an immortal God, I would cry 
out with Gato in the Play, 

'Tis^not in Mort^h to command fuccels. 
Bat we'U do marej Apollo, we'll defcrVe it. 

Apollo. 

WeJI, Mercury^ have patience; we fhall:,^ 
fee. But the company are aflembling very 
faft. Cryery do you make proclamation of 
the fale, and you, Mercury, order your Au- 
thors to be produced with all poffible expe- , 
dition. 

Cryer. 

Authors felting by auiStion! Gentlemen . 
aiWd kdfes waik in* Selling by autftion. 
Authors felling by audion ! 

D Mer- 
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Mercury. 

4 

_ t 

Gendemen and ladies, pleafe to walk in^ 
and be feated* We. are juft going to tx-^ 
hibit *. To day we put .up to fale a choicet^ 
a curious, and moil valuable affemblage of 
Authors. Of Autfibrs in all branches of^ 
literature, in all arts, fcienceSy profeifion<, 
and languages, ready and prepared at anr 
hour's warning, to .write oh any fubjeft and- 
on any fide of the queftion. From them,* 
gentlemen, you will. have no pages of- ina- 
nity. They are none of- the GranviUes amj: 
Sheffields of former times. They are pof-^ 
fefled of the mod extenfive and multifarious 
powers of ftyle and cpmpofition/ They 
have refined and poliflied the Englifh. lan- 
guage to its utmoft perfeftion of purity and 
elegancy. They have expulfed-all licenr 
tious idioms, colloquial barbarifms, and ir- 
regular combinations, and* have added' 
greatljr to the harmony of its cadence. 
Gpntlemen and ladies, they are to be dit 

• It is to bcobfcrvcd^ that ih« thh ftene Mcfcory.' 
fometimes fpeaks a- diifFerent language from what iurr 
ufts in the firft. In this he often U>eak8, if I may ] 
exprefs myfelf fo, in the Lexiphanic ityk, in order to > 
conform the better to the prevailing^ tafte of his hear* 
crs.. Sec the dialogue, intitlcd.LEXIPHANEfS. 

gofed. 
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pofed of for no fault or imperfeftion, I give 
you my word and honour, nay, am ready 
to fwcar it by the river Styx. On the con* 
trary, every Author when fet up to fale, 
ihall exhibit, if required, a fpecimen of his 
pCfwers. The truth is, Apollo, the inven- 
tor, proprietor, and patentee of wit, genius, 
md literature, being determined to retire 
»id leave off bufinefs entirely, is willing to 
diipofe of his ftock in trade to the beft ad- 
vantage.—You, Waiter, bring out the poet 
in the watchman's coat, and fet him on the 

table. -Gentlemen and ladies, "the firft 

Author we exhibit is a poet of fignal cele- 
brity, and eminently poffefled ©f plaintive 
powers* . 

BoOKSELLEkS. 

Before .the auftion begins, we fhoxilQ be 

glad tb be informtd of the conditions of 

&le. 

Apollo. 

Your demand, gentlemen, is nothing but 
r^fonable, and ihall be immediately com- 
j^ied with. 

The conditions of our fale, vary according 
ittOthe nature of the commodities we may dif- 

.P 2 pofe 
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pofe ofi thp cQntradl$ by which thegr are 
bought, and the perfons who ar-p the b\iyeFS. 
As for You Bookfeller*, who I prefum^ pur- 
chafe in order to fell again^ and oiake a pro- 
fit by your yentures, it is exp^<Sbed you 
either pay ready monpy, or give notes of 
hand with fecixrity if required. Wh^tev^r 
Bookfelkr buy^ ^n Author, or a fet of Au- 
thors, commonly cftlfcd in your title pages a 
Society of Geatleoien, fojT lefs than ten 
pounds, jftiaU pay the cafli 4own on the 
nail. If h^ purchafe above ten pounda 
worth of Authors, but lefs thap fifty, his 
not<e of hmd payajbk three months after 
date will be accepted; if between fifty 
and an hundred, fix months credit will be 
allowed him ; aad for all fums above that, 
twelve months credit, provided fufficient 
and ample fecurity be given in before deli- 
very of the goods. Thefe, Gentlemen, are 
pretty nearly the fame conditions you ob- 
fcrve amongft yourfelves at your own fales* 
As for thofe who purchafc an Authop by 
contributing a common ftock, or what is 
ca:lled fubfcription. They are defired to pay 
their money immediately, for the Author 
9& iooa as the fubfcription i$ ciofed, will be 

delivered 
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deiivered up to them. Thofe great jnen, 
minifters of ftate, and ^oyal favourites, wh6 
chufe to buy up Authors, wkh Iwlhopricks, 
Kvings, places and pcnfions, are to oinder- 
fland, their words of honour will be taken 
for the perforHiftnee of their promifcs, pro- 
vided they promife large enough^ and have 
kcereft to perform. Now, Mercury, ypu 
may proceed with the ftlc. 

Mercury. 
Here, gentlemen and ladies, w^ i?xhihit th^ 
fweetly ^0intive G--*, the divi«^ Author 
of Elegies on ^ Church-yard^ a^d a C« i 
who bids for th^ fwmly flaintm G— ^ ? 

Apoli.0. 
. I fee this good company arc not a Iktie 
furprifed, that fo eminent a poet is wrapt up 
in a watchman's coat. Pray, Mercury, in- 
form them how it happened. Befides, I 
am ceally cmious to kiK>w it myfelf. > 

Mercury. 

You muft know, having mad? ms^ un- 
i^pccfsful m&m^ to eatch this great poet^ 
I was at laft obliged to have recourfe to 

^ AD«f ith«t generally given him in the Reviews. 

ftratagem,. 
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rftratagcm. Though .he has a great deal dF 
poetical fire, nobody indeed more, yet. is 
Jie extremely afraid of culinary fire, and 
keeps conftantly by him a ladder of ropes 
to guard againit all accidents of that fort. 
Knowing this, I hired fome watchman to 
raife the alarm of fire below his windows. 
Immediately the windows were feen to opan, 
and the Poet defcending in his fliirt by his 
ladder *. Thus we caught him at laft, 
and one of the watchmen, to prevent his 
nerves being totally benumbed by frigorific 
torpor, lent liun his great coat. Here jrou 
have him, watchman's coat, ladder of ropes, 
lilver tea tongs and . all. Ladies, if you 
knew what ufe he makes of the tongs, you 
wouid all ftrive with one another who ihbuld 

bid moit 

Apol-lq. 

, You talk too much, Mercury ; you'll ne- 
ver have done at this rate. Let the Poet 
exhibit a fpecimen of his powers, 

•The flories of the fire and ladder, and filver tca- 
tongs^ are reported, though perhaps they have no 
other foundation than what may juflify a harmleft 
pleafantry, in a work of this fort, \^hich attacks no- 
thin^.but ridicttlottSDdjdities^a&dtation^ and arrogance. 

Mn G — . 
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Mr. G-Y. 

The Curfew tolls the knell of parting d^fr 
The lowing herds wind ilowly o'er the lea. 
The plowman homeward plods his weary way^ 
' ^nd leaves die world to darknefs and to me« 

Mercury. 

Admirably fimple and elegant ! Univer- 
wrfally natural, Dorick, and paftoral! 

. With kiltit coats when linkan o'er the lea, 
I faw my Meg, but Maggie faw nae me. 

Ypu fee, gentlemen, he i^iitates Allan Ram^ 
lay, the Brince. of Paftoral Poets. tFeary- 
way^ plowman plods. Happy alliteration I 
This line is worth a whole Dryden*s Ode 
for St. Cecilia. Such are his Elegiac, now 
fbr his Pindarick Powers. 

Mr. G— Y^ 

It«in feite 4i^e Kuthlcfs King f 

Mercury. 
Better and better ftill. Only obferve with> 
^at fublimity he has expreffed the very 
vulgar phrafe of Devil take ye. Come, 
who bids moft money for t^e fweeily plain- 
tive G — ^y ? 

BbOKt' 
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BoOKSELtjER. 

Half a guinea for him, 

Fife; Mr. --** fie £dr ffiame^ Co but cofl* 
fider what a figure his Poems make in your 
admirable colle<3iart« Half a guijiea only. 
Why, the ladder of ropes and fiJVcr torigs 
are worth the xnonq^. Shall then dlhisr 
plaintive poetical powers go for nothing ! 

Poetry is a mere drug now-a-days. It fel- 
dom |)^ysr for paper, print, and advertifih'g; 
That jf knovf both to my coft' and forrbw. 

Apolix> (/ijde to Mercury,) 

• - • • - * 

ICnock hiiH oflT. We jfliall get no n^ore 
for him-, and I do not know that ha ig 
worth much more. 

Mercury. 

The fweetly-plaintive Grey a going for 
half a guinea. A-g6irig a-g6ing,.once, twice, 
thrice. . 

(Heft Kfcrcury Jlrrkes his hafhnter. f 

Bookseller.' 
Here'^ your money. 

Apollo. 
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Apollo. 
^ And there's your Poet! ('4fide to Mer- 
cury.) Set up in the next place, the High- 
lander, the epic Poet; 1 have forgot his 
name, but he breakfafted on peafe-meal and 
tvhifky. 1 fee a good many Scotch people, 
here. Perhaps they'll bid for the honour of 
their country. 

'•■ . * 

Mercury! 

Here, gentlemen, is a. I^oet for you! He 
;s the Highland Homer. But far luperior 
to the iSreciah. Coiifblt a fweet morfel of 
mticifm*^ compofed by one of his own 
countrymen, knd ydu will loon be con- 
vinced df this triith. 1 ihall only fay, were 
"he 2i& good as he wtis difficult to catch, a 
* better Poet iievcr was brought to market. 
I hunted him for fix days in the Highland 
hillsi and ofteh I Aought I had him, but as 
often bis hujhy half ivhrftling in thi windy He 
, hurji from me like the tium of a Sot^ -f*, Cf^ 
darky in a hlafiy like the Vapour of reedy Lego J. 

^ S4e ElefflentB of Criticil^*' 
t T«mora,page 72. 
X Ibid, page 6o. 

E At 
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At laft I catched him as he was abforbed in a 
poetical e?:tacy. Ladies, he is juft caught 
upon my honour, his tail is not cut yet. Shall 
I lift up his Fillabeg and fliew you ? 

Apollo. 
For fhame. Mercury. Is this talk for 
ladies ? You make them blulh ? . 

Mercury. 
I fee a hantell of his ain cuntry fok here v 
a hantell braw Scotch laads and bonny 
Scotch laflies. . What, winna ye fubfcribe 
now, winna ye birle your bawbees for the 
honour of your ain cuntry, and the gude of 
your ain cuntryman ? 

Scotsmen. 

Ay, Ay, we'll aw fubfcribe, we'll aw fub- 
fcribe. . 

Mercury. 

Weel then cafl: in your placks and bawbees 
into Apollo's haunds there, and when you've 
caften in cnugh, you may e'en tak him hame 
wi' yc agen, gin ye like yourfells. 

M'c N. 

Na, na, I wad like it mukle better, giff 
I were to be relegated *. amang the Che- 

• See die Preface to Temora. 

■ » 

rokces 
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rokees and the Chaftaws o* North America, 
whare I cud ftudy the manners of thae fok •, 
which Fm tald are highly epical, and fae 
J wad c*en write a new original epic Poem- 

Mercury. 
Weel, weel maun, gifFye dinna like to 
gang hame agen to your ain cuntry before 
you fee a little mair o* the warld firft, ne*er 
fawfh your head about the matter ; Til fpeak 
a glide word for you to aae you ken f u* 
weel, a dear friend and great admirer o' yours, 
a governor of ane o* the nev provinces, and 
fae you may gang o'ur wi' him as a fecrctary. 
Pray, Apollo, how goes the fubfcription on. 

Apollo. 

O wonderfully well. We have got enough 

by him ; more thaa I expefted. You may 

4ifmifs him. 

Mercury. 

O wow, but I am unco fain to hear it. I 
did nae think You Scotch bodies wad hae 
parted wi* your filler fae reddily. Now ye 
may tak your Poet awa wi' ye, but be furc 
jnake mickle o' him. 

'^ E 2 ApoLLa 
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Apollo. 

So much for the honour of Scotland. Now, 
gentlemen, for the honour of Old EnghncJ; 
M«rcury, fet up Mr. W , - • - • 

Englishmen. 
W— -- aiid Liberty, Hurra. ' 

' ■ Mercury. ' 

Ay, gentlemen, weir may you huzza him. 
Here is the champion of Old England, thi| 
martyr for Liberty. Here is the celebrated 
Author of the North Briton, 'who has fa 
damnably mauled your enemies the Scots^^ 
thofe loufy, beggarly rafcallions, that come 
up in fueh. flocks, fcratching themfelves aU 
the way, (Mercury here /peaks: afidt to fomt 
Scotsmen near him^ who feem to ie out of hu^ 
piour and groming eingry\ Hout awa Laad% 
ne'er fafli yourfells about ony thing that Tm 
faying; l dinna think as f fpeak, iwid its 
only a copy oVmy countenaHce to curry fa4 
vour wi' ,tha^ fat-gutted, thicfc-headed Eng- 
gliih pock-puddings, and to fee if I can cheat 
them out o*fome of their filler.) I fay, gen- 
tlemen, thofe ragged, fcabbed, itching oat- 
meal-eating Scotfmen, that come up to town 
by whole waggon loads at a time, like droves 

.[■ . ......:'..•..... of 
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gl their own catde, fcracching ^d jf^^rabbiiig 
thcmfclves at ey^ry poft tfcey nr^eet with, in 
brder to takfe the hre^ put irf your mouths 
and deltroy your pi'^dPW liberties. Here« 

gentlemen^ who T|?|4s m^fj for W j«i4 

Liberty. He's a very ugly fellow, indeed, 
arid fquints moffi horribly, but we fhall not 
abate oAe farthing of his price on that ac- 
count ; for the beauty Cff his genius and the 
Virtues of his^ patriotic heaft, mik^ more 
than amends for all. 

Englishmen. 
W and Liberty,. h»zza I . 

Mercury. 

Well done, genllemen, it rgoiees me ex^ 
ceedingly to hear you hu22a fo heartily, 
^h^t iidds greatly, to the i&tngth of your 
jpaufe. But you muft do onore than chin;. 
tiSf au mv& bid money, you muft even past 
^ith money for W--i-^ and Liberty : other- 
tirife you'll oblige me to fing thcchwus of 
the new fong. Jb ! poor Lib&ty ! What ! 
bid no nioney for the Martyr of Liberty, 
who was fo lately thrown into the Tower as 
if he h^ beeft a Sc^t^ rcb^l, for the mereft 
i: . "^ • . •• . -j / ..:i. ...>.,.:. ^^ • trifle 
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trifle in the world, ^only for abufing his fo- 
vcreign, and giving him the Lie . publicly, 
which you know has been the privilege and 
t»jthright of all true-born Englifhmen time 
out of mind. Why, it is in Magna Cbarta. 

Englismek. 
W — ~ and Liberty. Hurra. 

^ Mercurv. 

5till huzzaing, gentlemen, and no more f 
No money! 

t - - 

* - * ' 

yfifc / poor Liberty ! 
W- — and Liberty I 
W' — and Liberty ab\ 

(iJJLtxojirj Jtngs this in a very melancholy tone.) 

Wilkes. 
"iTou arc in the right, gentlemen. Liberty 
is not to be bought; It is only to be fought 
for, and wrote for, and drank for, and 
lMJ2za*d for. Nor am I, a freeborn Eng- 
lilhman, to be fold. But as I have fufFered 
^atly by this illegal ftep of the admimftri- 
tion, you may fubfcribe. I am no^vir jirihting 
at my own houfe in Great Geor^-Street, S 
full account of all the proceedings of th^ 

admini- 
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adtBiniftration agsiinft m^. The price i$ one 
guinea^ to be paid at fubfcribing. 

Mercury. 
Ay, ay. Subfcribe by all means* That "will 
da as well^ and now I think on't much better, 
Apollo has opened the Ibbfcription, gentle- 
men, and is ready to receive your money, 
W — ^ and Liberty for a guinea ! a great 
penn'orth. In the mean time we fliall put 

up to.fale, Mr. W 's great aflbciate and 

fellow labourer in the caufe of Liberty. I 

mean the reverend Mr. Ch IL Waiter, 

hnng forth Mr. Ch — 11, provided he has 
drank out his pot of porter, and fet him on 
the table with Mr. W- — . — Now, gentle- 
men, there'i a brace erf patriots for you, 
coupled together like a pair of rabbits, a 
fat one and a lean one. ApoUo, whilft you 
are taking in Tubfcriptions for the oney I 
Ihall put the other up to auction if you 
pleafe. — Come, Mr. Ch — 11, e^bihit sl fpe^ 
ci/nm of your fowers , from the Prophecy ef 
Fafnincy-OT any of your other fublime com- 
ppfitions, But let it be Tomething very bit* 
ter agaiii ^ Scotch^ 


Mr, 
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^r. Ch LL, ( ^dr^xg bimfslf t$ Mn 

W-— -s- .... % - 

Oft have I heard thee mourn the wretched lot 
Of the poor, mean, defpis*d, infultcd Scot, 
Who ftarvetf dt koiniie^ or ^tttftife^, through fear 
Of ftaiyiag, artr which damn ail tottfcience hcire> 
The ScoTfi are poor, crkS furly Englifli pride j 
True is the charge, nor by thcm.felves denied* 
Are they not then in ftriaeft realon clear, 
Who wifely tome to mead th^ir fortunes here ? 
lU fey ^^ ftt^ple arid fiicee6ful grown, 
TJi^ fiipp^d ottr r^cnir ta iscreaie thAr owti^ 
If, meaii id ^ant, and i«iblent in po^'r, 
-Thi^pnly fawn'd more furely to devour, 
!koas'd by fuch wrongs ihould Reafon take alannv 
And e'en the MUSE for public fafefy arni ; 
But if they own iagemioiis Virtue** fway. 
And follow whe»e true Honour poims the way; 
If they revere the hstnd by which they're fed. 
And bkfs the donors for their dally bread. 
Or by yaft debts of higher import bound. 
Are alwaysliumWe, always grateful found; 
If they, dtrefted by PAUL'S holy pen, 
Becotie vtiftteetly all liung» fo dll tiidn. 
That ail Aea mS^ become all thing* td theift; 
EnVy may hate^ but Juftice can't condemn. 
« Into our places, ftatcsj and beds thty creep/ 
They've fenfe to get what we w^t fe'nfe t6' k^e^r 

MERCURr. 

Well, gentkmefi, you fee how he haflr 
mauled 'cm j you fee how he has threlhed 

thefe 
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fliefe loufy, rafcally, fcabby enemies of yours. 
But this is only with his pen, he fhall do as 
inuch, nay more with his fill: come, he 
Ihall box any Scotchnian of 'em all for a hun- 
dred guineas of fny money, and I fay done 
firft. But rentember I bar fharps and flats,- 
1 mcanr fwords and piftdls ; fifts and cjuills 
are the only weapons we* deil fn. He is tarn 
Marte quam Mercuria^ tarn Venere quam Bac- 
cbo. In a i^'ord, he fhall rhycnie and bruifc, 
and drink, and do fomethihg elfd vrith any 
one of you.-*--Gewtlcmen> I C^mrot id rea- 
fon let this great poet ^d bruifer go for kfs 
than a hundred pieces; Howet^er, I fhall 
put him up at fifty. — Fifty guineas for Mr. 
th— — 11. Cofme, who bids more ?— — What 
all filent! Well, I ftiall put him up at 
what you will. Twenty, TTcnj- or Five. — 
Nobody bid! 

Audience/ 
Half a crown for him. 

Mekcuky. 
Paflidn of riiy hcai't ! what is this \ Why, 
gentlemen, you amaze me, you perfeftly 
diftraft me. Half a crown only for fo great 
a Poet a:nd Patriot : Befides, you are all 
bidders, and do you expeft I ihall a<5l the 

F part 
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part of a butcher and cut him up as 'if he 
were a flaughtered ox, into boiling and roaft* 
ing pieces of half a crown each ? 

Audience. 
No, no,, we do not mean that. We fay, 
we will give half a crown for the offspring 
2lnd produftion of his brain, when divided 

and cut out into copies. 

Mercury. 
Ay, now I begin to underftand you •, and 
you have fomewhat revived me. So, if I 
take you right, you. are each of you to give 
half a crown for his Rofciad, or Nightj or 
Brophecy of Famine 

Audience. 
You take us right. That is our intention. 

Mercury. 
For his Times, his Conference, his Fare- 
wel, his Duellift -— 

Audiencbv 

Ay, and for every book of his Ghoft and 

Gotham, tho* it jfhould confift of only five 

hundred lines. 

Mercury. 

And tho' they fliould be ever fo crude and 

incorreft and indigefted : In a word, as wct^ 

from 
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from the brain as from the prefs ? 

Audience. 

That is nothing to us, he l>as got a name, 
and we fhall buy every thing he puts forth 
to fell. 

Mercury. 

Well, gentlemen, if You are fatisfied, We 
have reafon to be fo. I forefee we .fhall 
make a pretty penny of you. But all in 
good time. And now, Mr. Ch- — 11, bead^ 
vifed4)y me as afriend. Take them in.fheir 
prefent humour, and make hay while the 
fun fhines. Scribble, publifli as fall as ever 
you can. For if you continue to write as in- 
correftly as you have lately done, they will 
certainly foon fall out of conceit with you, 
juft as they have grown tired of Triftram 
Shandy.— Here take him amongft you, and 
much good may he do you. 

Apollo, I Ihould be glad to know if you 
have made as much of Mr. W — s at a gui- 
nea, as I am like to da of Mr. Ch- — 11 at 

half a ^crown. 

ApoLi-o. 
Alas no fuch thing ! I find his good 
friends have exhaufted a^l their public Ipirit, 

F z ' patriotifm,,^ 
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patriotifm, and love for their country and 
This their country's Champion, in bellowing 
and huzzaing, in drinking his health 'and 
bawling out Wilkes and 'Liberty. Th^ 
Scotch Bodies, as you call them, arc infi- 
-nitely more generous; they have bid 
nuich more for their- Highland JPoet, Uian 
the Englifli for their fquinting l^atriot; 
notwithftanding the latter affeft 'to dcf- 
pifc the poverty of the former fo much. 
You fee, that now when we want to touch 
'em for a guinea, they arc fdent and do no- 
thing, ' 

Mercury. 
I am not in the lead furprifed at it. Such 
is the manner of all mobs ; as wild and tem- 
jpeftuous^ as fickle and changeable as the 
ocean itfelf ; raifed into a ftorm and fury 
by the fmalleft guft of wind, and as Suddenly 
laid when that fublides. Thofe who truft 
their AH to it without any precaution, are 
furi^ to be entirely ruined by it in the 
end, and what is worfe they frequently en- 
rich others, even ftrangers, nay dieir ene- 
mies, by their fhipwreck. Such in a great 
meafure, has been the fate of this poor man. 
In (hort, I am afraid my friend W — s, with 

'alt 
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ail his boafbed wit and fpirk, and patriotic. 

Has been, like Hudibras, a Tool ' 
Tliat knaves do work with, call'd a Fool. 

I perceive fome perfonages here, who have 
been greatly obliged to this man's folly, and 
who have raifed themfelves to the latmoft 
height of their ambition on his niin. Pray, 
my good Lords, a«d Honourable Gentle- 
men, Ihew fome gratitude, and have fome 
coiTrpaflion on your quondam Frieiid, Aflfo- 
ciate, and Fellow-Labourer. . Do «ot, I be- 
fcech you, follow the example of a certain 
Peribii, who in your Thcogony is called rfite 
the Devil, that is to fey, whcft you have vifed 
a ladder to nwunt to the height you delign, 
^s foon as you have "got footing there, to kick 
it <iown after you. He has been inapnident, 
I grant you, and perhaps has gone greater 
lengths than you would hav« advifed him ; 
but if he had not gone thofe lengths, he 
would not have raifed that outcry, nor made 
the noife and hubbub he <iid, and confe- 
quently you to whom I Ijpeak, would not 
have been what You now^e. My only rea- 
fon for. intetiefting myfelf in his favour is, 
that he is a nrnn of wit, of parts and ingc- 
^ nuity; 


3« T HE SALE 

fiuity ; he may yet be ufeful, and even an or- 
nament to his Country j he loves it I be- 
lieve, and I know longs earneftly to haye 
the liberty of remaining in it. 

What ! not a word ! all .profoundly 
filent f 

W^l, friend W — -s, you fee how 
the world goes. But this you might have 
known before, and innumerable inftances, 
both in ancient and modern annals would 
have informed you of it. It is now too late 
for you to take warning yourfejf. But let o- 
thers takewarning from your fate J and hence- 
forth let no Underling ever take upon hinj 
to be the mouth and oracle, and to do th^ 
dirty work of a Faftion ; they are always fur^ 
to defert him, when they have 410 farther ufc 
for him, nay frequently obtain their ends 
by .making a iacrifice of him. Mr. W — s^ 
I did indeed expert to have touched a pret- 
ty film of money on your account; yet 
notwithftanding my difappointment, and 
that I am faid to be tjie God of thieves,, 
nay, am called a thief and a pick-pockejt 
by the poets, I Ihall not leave you in the 

lurch^ 


O F A U T H O R S. 39. 

lurch, as your fmall friends, the mob, and' 
your great friends, the miniftry, have done;; 
I Ihall carry you back and fet you down. 
fafe and found where I caught you. 

Now gentlemen,. I put up an author to 

au&ion, another guefs fort of man I afllire 
you, one that has made a much better and. 

njore profitable ufe of his powers of ceUhra- 

tim zndaltercation. 

Booksellers. 

. • • ■ 

Where is^ he ? We muft fee him, and ex- 
amine into his power Sy and know his fort 
before we bid. We ihall not buy a pig. 
in a poke, as the faying is. Befides, fhoold 
we purchafe authors, before they are brought 
to a fair and open market, we know not 
but we may be deemed fpreftallers and 
regraters, and come under the ftatute pro-^ 
vided againft the pra&ices of fuch people^ 

Mercury. 

'My worthy gentlemen, the author Ilpeak' 
of was once a very good friend of yours.. 
He has publicly declared, when it fuited his 
purpofe, that, even in this enlightened age^ 

you^ 
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you wfcrc neithei^ the vrorA jodges Aor the 

le^ rewarders of licerary metk. 

But now he ills abovfe yotiT t^^h t aflurc 
you ; he. is like fome of thofe tradefmen, 
who^ by ^ hi€kf hit haVe been enable^l to 
lea^ off fteop-keeiHng, md fet up their 
ei^fplgf , but ftifl f et^fiffig^ a' love for their 
fofmer prbfeffions appear ffequehtJy ort' 
Change, and drive bargains occafi6ilatIy. 

Gentlemen, for fundry and prudential 
reSfolis- 1 do riot ehtife t6 ixbitif Rim on the 
tafefe, afAd put hint under mf hammer, or 
evm ft) mefitk)^ hiisr hanie. But I fhall de- 
ftr^ &i!# m fou, as wdfl as t ean •, arid: if 
ym &i6\i\d mi know hinpi- hy his piftuf e, it 
\g^l be youf own' fafuft. Me k the gfeat 
Coloffus, who beftride^th'eriJtrroW World of 
literattH^e «!id Kafe c^ his^ febe bvef all the 
regfoni; (tf ftfen^e. He* is thut mtghty ge- 
nius, againft whom ever fince his firft ap- 
pearance, all the dunces of the world have 
been in corhbinafion. He is that riiod^ft 
man, who, if you fey any thing to' th€ dif- 
advaiu^6 of his mordby I me^^ Ms- ch^^ 
rity, huimlity ^ good nftamiersy txflte you irf 

the 
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the words of the good father Valerian, 
mentiris impudentiffinui. He is fole keeper^ 
manager, and governor of a certain famous 
literary goal or dungeon, which is infiaite- 
iy worfc than llxidibras's or Crowdero's 
jprifon ; for that is 

By ilrange inchantmenX made to fetter 
The lefler parts and free the greater ; 

whereas here, you are in, neck and heels^x 
iixd, body and alL From thence, from the. 
ftocks I meaa, yx>u may be freed ly Head 
of Si^rmgbj biit here yoii muft lie and rot 
ind ftink to all eternity. If yon diflcnt 
from Imti^ if you are filent, nay even if you 
praife him, ualefs in fuch high ftraihs of pa- 
negyric, as fliall come up to this great man's 
fejf-eftimation, he win thruft you into tbb 
k>athfome dui^eon without pky or^ remorie. 
In fliort; gentlemen, I muft put him up at 
a very high price indeed, and you muft bid 
luftilyfor him, otherwife he will imprifori 
us all. Befidei, he is a moft excellent Horfe- 
flodor. He has difcovered a diftemper in- 
cident to thofe noble ahimals quite unknowil 
to former farriers. He calls it the Oafs. 
Is there any Fox-hunter, or Gentleman of 

G thti 
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the Turf here, who has got a ftud of horfef 
difeafed he does not know how ? perhaps it 
may be with the Oats. I would advife him 
by all means to confult this univerfal Genius. 
I had almoft forgot it, but he is to the full as 
great a Mufician as he is a Farrier ; he has 
found out a new property in that warlike 
mufical infttument the Fife ; it is no longer 
th^ are-fiercer^ as Shakefpear calls it-, it is 
tl? fear-fperfer: What fhall I fet him up ati^ 
Gentlemen? Come, who bids money for 
this magnanimous tb* /- — ; plague on't, I 
have been fo ufed to the mufty old-fafhioned 
Greek, which you know was my mother 
tongue, that I cannot mouthe this word as 
it ought to be. Durft I exhibit its great in- 
ventor beneath my hammer, I'll warrant he 
would do it moft melodioufly. But you 
know whom I mean, by this time, fure, or 
the D — rs in't. 

Oxonian. 

Ay that I do. But fquire Mercurius, you. 
have not enumerated one moiety of his inhe- 
rent qualifications and predicated excellen- 
cies. He is a moft celebrious Logician, a 
moft profound fyllogiftical and argumenti^ 

fying 
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fying- JReafoner. He cjemonftrates every 
thing by Barbara^ Celarent^ and fo forth. 
I have known him harangue fo long, fo 
learnedly, and fo myfterioufly on the pre- 
mifles, the Major and Minor I mean, that 
both He and his Readers, have foon loft all 
fight, view, profgpft, ^nd even ,Remini- 
Xcence of the Illation or conclufion. 

z^ Mercury. 

Pray, Sir, give me leave, but methiriks 
your Phyfiognomy is not altogether foreign 
and extraneous to me. I haye certainly feep 
you fomewhere before now, but whether at 
the Univerfity in Oxford, or at fome of the 
Univerfities here in Covent Garden, fuch as 
the Sbakefpear or TVeatherbfSj I cannot now 
Tecolleft. 

Oxonian. 

Poflibly you have feen me at all three Old 
Boy. For I am a Graduate of Chrift-Church, 
Oxon ; and when I divert or take ah equi- 
tatoryfcheme or exciirfion to this dignified 
Metropolis, my moft ufualplaces of refidence 
and occurrence are thofe which you have en- 
ucleated. And if my reminifcence be not 
totally obumbrated and falfificated, I ima- 

G 2 jgiae 
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gine you and I have averruncated a bottle 
and a fyUogifin, and diveliicated a bird and 
a girl together before now. 

* ' Mercury. 
It may be fo; friend ; for We youthful 
Deities are fometimes guilty of thefe things: 
But I wifti old acquaintance, you would 
fpeak plain Englilh. r For tho' I underftand 
you very well, as indeed all languages are 
alike to me; yet I queftion much whether 
moll of our hearers will. Befides, there are 
fome minifters of ftate here, who may take 
it into their heads that we are hatching 
plots, or talking high treafon, and fo iffue 
out general warrants againft us, 

'Audience. 
O Mr. Mercury, pray Mr. Mercury, be 
not under the fmalleft uheafinefs. We 
underftand him very well We have learnt 
this language from the excellent Rambler. 
This gentleman fpeaks altogether in con- 
formity t» the elegancy, perfpicuity, and 
perfpicacity of the great Mr. S — 1 J — n's 
ftyk. We hope you are to exhibit Him too 
in your au&ion. * ^ 

Mer- 


p F A U T H O R S. 45 

Mercury. 
All in good time, gentlemen and ladies. 
But let us difpatch' the bufinefs in hand in 
the firjR: place. -— Sir, (addrejfing bimfdf to 
the Oxoniau) your obfervation is extremely 
juft \ for I have not reckoned up one half 
the good properties of the wonderful Ge- 
nius, we are now felling off. To crown all, 
he is a moft exquifite hand at a paradox. 
i fhould have faid, he poflefles infinite pdra- 
doxical powers. In ^ word he is 

Like Hudibras, a flirewd Philofopher, 
And hath read fevery Text and Glofs over 5 
Whate'er the crabbed'ft Author hath. 
He ander^nds Vin^pUcit faith ; 
Whatever Sceptick can inquire for. 
For every why he ha« a wherefore ; 
Knows more than forty of them da 
As far as words and terms can go, 
AH -which he tuiderHands by rote. 
And, as occaiion ferves, can-quote* 
No matter whether right or wrong. 
They may be either faid or fung. 
He can raife fcruples <dark and nice. 
And after Iblve 'em in a tiice. 
And weave fine cobwebs^ £t for ikdl 
That's empty when the Moon is full ; 
Snch as take lodgings in a head 
That's to be let unfuniiihed. 

i ; Ho 
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He hnows the feat of Paradife, 
Can tell in what degree it lies : 
And, as he is difpos'd, can prove it 
Below the Moon, or elfe above it. 

In fliort. Gentlemen, to fum up his cha- 
raftcr in one diftich, like that renowned 
knight. 

On either fide He will diipute 

Confute, change hands, and fiill confute. 

Pray Sir, I fpeak to You my old friend 
of Chrift-Church, Oxon, anfwer me this 
plain queftion. Is it day-light at prefent, 
or dark night .^ 

Oxonian. ^ 
Day-light beyond all poflibility of dubeity. 

Mercury. 
But by what category, or mode of fyllo- 
l^ftical ratiocination, do you dexnpni|ratc 
this propofition ? 

Oxonian. 
Leave being conceded by this moft illuf- 
trious and dignified affemblage of heroes 
and heroines, it is my purpofe to efFeftuate 
the requefted demonftration by the follow- 
ing tSorites, 

Wheneyer 
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Whenever, and wherever the folar lumi- 
nary is mounted above the horizon of hu- 
man profpefts, and diffufes through the 
circumambient atmofphere the relplendency 
of his radiant beams, it is then and there 
day-light. 

In that parallel of latitude wherein this 
fignal metropolis is fituated, the folar lumi- 
nary is conftantly and invariably mounted 
above the horizon of human profpefts, and 
diflfufes through the circumambient atmo- 
fphere the refplendenCy of his radiant beams 
in that portion of the diurnal circumrotation 
which is inteijefted between the poftmeri- 
dional hours of One and Two. 

But the prefent time in which I now ipeak, 
is interjefted between the poftmcridional 
hours of One and Two. 

Therefore I conclude, from thefe pre^ 
mifes, that it is now day-light, ^od eraS 
demonjlrandum. 

Mercury. 
So, all that I am to underftand from this 
liiperfluity of words^ is, that it is day-light 
becaufe the fun Ihines ^ 
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Oxonian. 

Thou haft hit it. Old Boy. 

Mercury. 

But thou haft miis'd it. Young Man.' 
Pooh! every ploughman could have told 
me as much, and in plainer terms. Befides,' 
you greatly miftake this wonderful original^' 
and you are altogether to feek about his 
manner of proceeding. Why, Sir, this ex- 
alted demonftrator would have gone quite 
the contrary way to work. He would have 
told you, that it was daylight becaufe the 
fun did not fhine at all-, and he would have 
wrote you four or five large volumes about 
it. In the firft place, he would have proved 
that the fun did not fliine ; and in the fe* 
cond place, that it was day-light becaufe it 
did not. This, liowever, is nothing. Do' 
:foa kBow what he has done befides I He 
has proved that the old EleufinianMyfteries, 
and modern Free Mafonry, are all one and 
the fame thing : aad that both Apollo and 
myfetf were, nfiany centuries ago, Grand 
Mafters of certain famous iiodges in Greece 
and Italy. 

Oxonian* 
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■y- 

Sut were foM really .fo, Mr. Mefcury ? 

' Mercury.* 
Faith, I can*t teD. It is fo long ago that. 
We muft have forgot^ for neither of us re- 
member any thin^ at all dbdut the matter. 
' But he knows thefe things much better than 
we da> therefore w$ have fabmitted to him, 
Befides, to tell you the truth, we durft nor 
iifdl have done otherwife; for had we con- 
tfadifted him^ he would either have knockt 
us down, or perfiiaded every body that we 
Were Scepticks and Unbelievers, nay even 
Atheiffs, notwithftariding we are God$, 

Pc»y, 4^3^ thi^ be cotiid demonftraM 
that Five Hw^ed i^ (^ fiiHdiei Aumber thani 
Two Hundred* ot ilm ^ Quaiter of ik Ycawr 
is a longer fpace of time than a whole Year? 

Mercury; 

Upon my hpnovH: I cannot xtdfalvc you 
that qucftiprt juft at prefcnt. But why do^ 

fpu^it? . 

OXONIAK. 

You muft knovr, Skjiwc Mcircuous, thait 

H I have 


/ 
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I have a rich covetous oid Hunks of a 
Father in the country, who, I vtrily be- 
lieve, has been prefented with immortality;^ 
by Calypfo, or has got a renovation of his 
age in Medea's kettle. The queer Putt has 
taken it in's head, that fifty pounds a quarter 
i$ fufEcient in all confciencc, nay too rnuch^ 
he iays, for any young gentleman at the 
liniverfity. Now I fpend my quartei^^ al- 
lowance in a fortnight^s time here in town, 
and for the remaining ten weeks am obliged . 
to fiudy hard, and have not money to pay 
nrty reckoning at the club. I am not very 
extravagant, and if this great demonih-ator 
fhould exert his paradoxical Powers in fuch 
a manner as to perfuade Old Square-toes of 
the truth cf either of the abov<e pofitions,. 
I fhould be fatisfied, and make you a hand- 
ibme prefenc lor the ufe of him. 

Mercury* 

• - . 

Really Sir, if he did not fucceed in fuch 
an undertaking, I know of no one that could, 
j^er what he has done, I think he need 
defpair cf nothbg. But Sir, we do not cir-^ ' 
culate Aythors; as fome people do Books/ 
Wc fendi none, but fell theip all outright. 

OXONIAI!^. 
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Oxonian. . 

To tell you the truth. Squire Mercurius, 

I am fomewhat deficient in Pecuniary ftorcs 

at prefent. I am juft on the wing for Alma 
Mafer, and I never return thither with my 

pockets weil lined. I have got but two 

•quarter-guineas left ; one of diem fhall carry 

me down, and the other, if you pleafe ihall 

go for the Paradox*monger, 

Mercury. 

For fliame. Sir, Such critical and para* 
doxical Powers for a quarter-^ijiea, Q 
t-empora^ o mores 1 

Oxonian. 

Nay, I amperfeftly afhamed on*? mylelf^ 
but I 'can't help it. However, if you will 
wait till he has perfuaded iny Old Man that 
Five hundred Pounds arc Ids than Two, 
for he ftiU maintains that is too much, t 
ihall moft faithfully pay you hatf the diff 
ference* 

Me R CURT, 

• No, no, fiiend. A bird in hiuid is wortl^ 

^o ia the bulh, (juye n^c the money, ahc^ 

you ihall have him^ with all his paradoaces 

and paradoxical poiitions, mto the bar«ifi. 

H a Truth 
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Truth is, we are glad to get rid of him z% 
any rate. 

Now, gentlemen and ladies I. exhibit aij 

Author, that — ^^- Waiter bring out IVfr. — -^ 

» ■ I • ' ' '' » * ■ >• ■ •,»..>■, 

AVDIENCE. 

What! the great Mr. S 1 J— — m the; 

ExceUent Rambler? Remember, Mr. Mer*- 

cury, you promifed to exhibit Him in the 

next place. 

Mercurx. 

O gentlemen, dear gentlemei), you renew, 
all my griefs, all my woes, and all my mife- 
riesr You bring frefli into my mind all my 
complicated infelicities, and comick cala- 
mities. Alas, what a nlisfortune have You, 
and I, and ApoUo, and all of us met with I ' 

Audience. 
Fray, Mr. Mercury^ we brfecch you let] 
us know what k the mirtter. You Or Apolto 
aVt faUen fick we hope. 

Mercury. 

Not at all, gentlemen. Would to hea- 

rcn wiewerr, in the room of Somebody that 

».' Alasl t)h mef TheAowerof otiritockf 

the bcft feather in ojirwihg!. 1;lic Paragon,' 

the C<)i7phcii5 of tdJ Autftorsf'lMng, dAd 

*'-■•• . ; ^ •' ■ ■ - • • or 


pF AUTHORS. 59 

fx dyiog. One dot has gcxtit tfaftrn^ fiich 
a fatiguing fervice of Celebritf^ at lift to^^tf^ 

Audience, 

How, what's this? Who is this ]^ardgon,^ 
this Coryphcus i 

Mercury. 
Alas, gentlemen, can't jrou gue^. Who 
/hould it be but the celebrious Doftor 

J. . . . . V .... 
n ? 

Audience, 

Doftor J n! What of him, i^ h« 

» ■ ■ • ' • ■• 

dead or dying ? 

Mercurv. 

Not no! were it no other thaft that, I 
fliould not take on at the rate I do. For 
that you muft all expe^. It is. the com- 
mon fate of humanity; the univerfal law 
of nature, to which all mortals arc fubr 
jeiSted. 

Audience, 

What then, you have not been able to 
patch the Doctor f or has he made his efcape 
from you? 

N*or that' neither, gentlemen. We had 
caught him fure enough, and fHlI have 

mm 
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iiim Me enough. Would he were as found, 

-poor gentleman ! 

Audience. 

What has the Do£tor been engaged in 
certain dangerous wars, and wounded in 
them? Has he been unfortunate in his 
amours ? 

MERCURr. 

•Alas, poor gentleman, he runs but little 
Tifque of being wounded in the manner you 
niean. Befides, were it fo, Apollo and I 
could fbon fet him to rights again. 

AuDjlENCE. 

^as he Iqft his ienfes ? Has he gone mad ? 

^ ' Mercury. 

Quite the reverie of that, gentlemen. 
He has olily foui^d his fenies, and that's 
Iflie very thing I am {o forry for. Would to 
Jupiter he were ftill mad ! for nothing fells 
fo well as a mad Author, whether he deal 

in vcrfc or profc. 

. ' . ■• 

Audience. 

Why, Mr. Mercury, this is all a riddle 
iui(j a myftery to us. And we begin, to 
think you are touched yourfelf. 

Merctov. 
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MercvrV'. 

I do not wofMfer you (hould thmk fc:vjbr 
it is in a great meafure a myftery to myfelfv 
and it makes me almofl mad when I rtheSb 
on the dreadful iofs, die deplorable xnisfor- 
tune) thftt has h^ppened^o us all. , 

« 

Apollo. 

P-x take the fellow. He is mad in goorf 
eirneft I beheve. we fliall never have" 
done at this rate. You Mercury ! you Sir ! 
Lihall certainly crack your fool's flcull for 
you« if you do not immediately let our fiXX)d« 
cuflomers know what has^ been the matter 
with Doftor J — n^ can't you fay fomediing 
or another - — that he has beenr robbed zxA 
plundered and-— 

Mercury. 

Ay gentfemdi that's it. ApoQo has Mtj 
the nail on the head^ Dodter J — n has in- 
deed been robbed and plundered with a Ten* 
gjcance. He is now reduced to the greatcft 
want and be^ary, he is become a meqr 
tahukt rdfa^ a Iheet 5f blank paper, a page 
of perfea Inanity. ' He has loft— 

« 

AUDIENCJS*' 


of out grea* pfttrbti Md tMoaon^ mkieii 
.Tttttt froni; hixn«. 

No, but 'feme 'people have takeii tiMrtf 
from him which is pf^ E!^^^ valiie than hii 
penfipn,, ^tJg has loft that ;v^hich procwfd 
h^ fci^ j^ilTio^^ H,Q}>as lo^^aU UsfomertM^ 

What^tftef(?^? His c6f^i*eiil or bitiX^^ 

Mer^vrtt; 

AK his pCFwers^ His ^^eri of all fort* 
^ibapes, and fizes. His particular fotoers of 
dolourous declammation, his patron powers 
of literature, his. pcwcfs of celfebration inf 
tb^ cayfe <xf iu$ patront his pcy^rs^ 

"What has^ fbbjefted the Efodtor to thk 
diiefbl diftfter, complicated infeficity and 
eomie calamity ? 

Ah gentlemen and hdies were you to fce^ 

what 


• •* r - , . . ' v«-< <^ 
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%hat a compaflionabk objeft he now* tz-* 
hibits F Did you behold in what a pickle 
the flowers, and the marrow, and the 
quintefcence of his excellent ramblers, 
are now lying about in the water-clofet 
within; 

Apollow 

Pla^ rot tie feUow^ he is at k igain* 
You Mercury, is thb an anfwer ta the qucf-^ 
ition diked you i 

MEnetfkY^ 

I (bail eittilbit ah account of the doAor^a 

complicated infelicities and oomie calami- 

tici as well aa my pawtrs of commi&ration, 

pttyabte fenikrion^ and fecfings c£ huma^ 

"hky will permit mci 

You muft know^ geiideJtnen afHd ladies, 
that the Dofltor^ haring compofed a Rhap- 
ibdy or chafa^teriflical efiay, a moft ddSci-* 
ous morcel of eloquence^ replete with the 
chcnceft fiowefj aftd fprinkliftg^ of his inimi- 
table rhetoric, and overflowing with triads 
^nd quaternions^ and all that i moll uhf<^rtu^ 
ftately rehearfed it to a morofcj old-^fafliioned 
iB-nattired Critic, quite unacquainted wkh 
the novel method of writing, that has been 

I for 
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for fome time fo defervedly celebriousTy 
^id whom the Doftor unluckily miftook 
for his gre^t admirer, and very benevolent 
convivial afTociate: I fay this Critic,, with 
the aid and afliftance of a certain wicked 
and malevolent Phyfician, not only over- 
perfuaded, but abfolutely forced the Doc- 
tor to bibulate a potion, which made him 
throw up a great many of his pretty quaint 
words and faytngs. This however might 
have been borne with, and perhaps he would 
have recovered his lofs. But they have 
fmce been tampering with him, and no 
longer ago than lai): nighty as I have been 
informed, juft a little before I caught Iiim, 
they had. exhibited a moft violent and draf- 
tic purgative to him,. which brought on 
him this morning to themanifeft.periclitation 
of his life, a moft terrible hypcrcatharfis, 
which Apollo himfelf, the God o£ phyfici- 
an^, with all his medical powers has hard- 
ly been able to ftop. His exiftence is now 
at laft in no danger of comminution, but 
then his poweris are abfolutely gone an^ 
quite evaporated. In a word, he is as dry 
and empty as a beier-barrel after it has been 

fome 
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fome time fet a-broach to a drunken mob 
at a general ele6lion. 

You fee what a <:onfcientious au&io- 
jieer I am. Another would have exhi- 
bited the Doftor to fale^ as if he hacj 
Aiil been in the full vigour and poffeffion 
of his powers. It is your great difappoint- 
ment and my greater lofs. But I have learnt 

.by. long experience, that honefly is the beft j 
policy. And I queftion not but you will 
reward me for this nriy honefly, by bid- 
ding more liberally for the reft of my au- 
thors. Gentlemen, fhall I put up to jCile in 
lieu of Dodtor J — n, one that approximates 
neareft: to him in the happinefs of felicity , 
and choicenefs of feleftion of his words and 
phrafes ? Cajide to a Waiter^ bring out the aur 

: thoroftheRofciad) *Tis;an anonymousAuthor 
indeed, but his works have been difleminated 
by a rapid fale thro* the channiel of the Pub- 
lic Ledger. He has excited the attention, 

. and broken the r concatenation of feminal 
ideas, in the worthy managers of both your 
national theatres. I dqu^t not but terrifi- 
cation has feize^ x\\<^ ipelodious finging ma- 
ji§^ger, ever fince he has ^lifted pn the pther 

I 2 ^ -^^ Jide 
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fide, and has employed thie fiofcular eie- . 
gancie§ of his diftion, iji b/ehalf of little 
D— vy,. J mean the author of the Rofciad 
or Theatrical Regifter. He is as like Doftor 
J— ;-n as one egg is like another ; I take him 
to be be his fon or his brother. I hav^ 
him under lock and key ; Ihall I fend for 

him? 

Audience. 

If you confult us in the exhibition of your 

Authors, we defire ' you isyould exhibit tl«| 
Phyfician and Critic. 

Mercury. 
That I would gentlemen, were it in my 
power; And you ffiiould have a penn^orck 
of thembefides. ' But as for the Phyfician, 
I had no buHnefs with him, and as for the 
Critic, I did not think him worth catching, 
unkls I may have got him b;y chance aanong 
my Monymqias Aathors. But jpraywhatwouki 
you do ^iraii hiitt ^ * - . 

Atri>i2vc£. 
Order our {o6tmeh to toi& him in a bbii- 
ket, iStug hi^ though the kehnel, ^d 
iiqck him ifi an hotfe^nd. 

Ki^RCVRy. 

^y, ^d give the fcouf^dr^l tiie due and 
' . * proper 
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proper reward of his inibleace ! What ! fuch 
a fellow, to attack with fo little eeremo^ 
ny^ your own Excellent Rambler, your re- 
nowned Lexkograph^pr, one who has receiv* 
ed fuch rnagnific^nt remuneratory honours^ 
fuch lufcioufnefs of eulogy ^nd foch enco* 
ihiaftic veneration both from his fovereign 
and the public -, one whp without any inter- 
ceding interceffion, but with a fpontaneity 
of oblation, has Been dignified with a Doc- 
torlhip in Laws, by an univerfity, which 
heretofore refufed a Mrftcrlhip of Arts to 
Dean Swift, and granted it not at laft, but 
with a not« of difapprobation, a term of 
ppprobrioiufneis, and a ftigma of 4i!%race ! 
You fef?, ^ntlemen, that for my part, ^ 
not only admire Do ft oi- J — ^n, but cren 
imitate him, Kerens a Triad foryou as good 
as any of his. 

But do you know that this Dog of a Critic 
has exhibited the Doftor under the denomi- 
pon of your Englifh Lexiphanes. 

Wc have heatd as much. We have fecn 
it adverti&d m tfac Newvpapecs* 
-^ ' ' iMajLCuay. 
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' '■ ' Mercury. 

- So none of you havfe read riie Dialogue 
entituled ^ LexijAanes, in wfiich there . is a 
cdnipleat account of this deplorable tranf- 
aftion, of this felonious literary affault, bat- 
tery, and robbery. » . . 

- f 

, f * 

' ' . Audience. 
For what Ihpiild w e ? Can you think we 
would read any thing written againft the 
Excellent Rambler ? 

^ MjSRCURY. 

- Ay gentleman, for That I i:ommend>you. 
Stick to. that refolution I befeech you. 
•Should he even publifli an account of this 
Sale, do not fomuch as look into it. That 
will be. infinitely batter than, either blanket- 
ing or ducking. The fellow will foon be 
tired of writing, and his bookfeljer of print- 
ing. -Send the Rafcal to fea again, and 

"there let him perifh. 

And now gentlemen, I fet up an Author 
to fale, of fuchr various, fuch complicated, 
and fuch perplexed powers, that I am re- 
a;lly deficient in powers myfelif to defciribe or 
exprefs them. Bpt this hai ;been alisady done 
by an eminent writer, whom I do not chufe to 

quote 
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quote at prefent. — Is there any merchant ad- 
venturer here, any man who has more money 
than he knows what to do with, and difpof- 
ed to lay it out in a new branch of trade, 
which will be pointed out to him by that won- 
derful genius, I am now going to exhibit? 
He has difcovered a rich inexhauflible mine 
of turf or peati in the well-improved, rich- 
ly cultivated, and pk)pulous country of 
Florida : infinitef ^ commercial* advantages 
will be drawn from it ; more than cent per 
cent may be made of it j in fhort, it will be 
more profitable than -an Eaft^Indian govern*- 
ment, to carry cargoes of thi^ turf to the 
cold, bleak, Weft-Indian Iflands, , where 
the poor Planters and Negroes are ftiver- 
ing and freezing under the torrid zone. 

Mr. G . 

What Mr. Mercury, do you. ojeah my 
friend Mr. . 

Mercury. 

I do indeed Mr. G , and fhall exhibit: 

iiim.prefcntly. Waiter, bring out Mr. ,— tt 

Mr.G . 

His politicsiji or auditorical powers are 

really 
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realljr good for Imfe. But he is vtry fig- 
nal for tragkal tmer88mieal powers. 

Mercury. 

I know That well, Mn G- — , So^ You 
are to be my cuftocoer. . Come, bid am»y 
forhinu 

Mr. G--— 

lii^ot I indeexL ^^fwuiif p^mi0i pimd 
^. l.njeYier. p«*i wkh mcoaieyfc my bufissefe 
bock aft aaitA^vr md muMg^,. b. tf> Get 
Moirirr.. Bm you fhaU bftve a prologue or 
-m epilogue ior him» if. you pleafe. I have 
a great waay by me of both fbm, ready 
^nade, actd fit for; cither; Tragedy or Cch 

ME&euav. 

Keep them to yourfelf Mr. G » I 

Ihall not part with an author, even fuch an 
one as this, for a fong, much lefs for one of 
Your prologues or epilogues. Were I to 
bring a play on the ftage, I fhould be very 
:giad to &e you Aot in it, bnt could well 
difpenfr with your Writing in k. Were 
John Dryden alive, I would fooner give 
Him five guineas for a copy of verfes in praife 
ofit;i than accept of them gratis from You. You 

are 
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a moft excellent A&otlowtXy but non omnia 
fojjumus omnes. 

Mr. G — 1 
Will this fatisfy you ? I will a6t on the 
common terms, whatever Play or Drama- 
tick piece he fhall offer me. 

Mercury. 
Well, that is faying fomething I confefs, 
will you aft even the Delart Ifland, or the 
School for Guardians i 

Mr. G---^-, 

I am pre-ingaged for the Country Girl, a 
Drama of the fame nature with the School 
for Guardians. But, my friend, J — y B — d 
will aft it for him, 

> 

And he can fqueak 
As well as I can Prologues write or (peak. 

Mercury. 
But whk is t4iat to me I what fhall Apollo 
or I get by it ? will the Poet give us the 
profits of the ninth night, his own Be- 
nefit .? 

Mr. G— -s 

He can't promife that, for he has already 

given away his own nights to Mifs Ell— t, 

in exchange for her - — - 

K Mer- 
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Mercury. 

Well then, will he promife each of us a 
night of Mifs'Ell~t ? Berhaps we' fbould 
like that better. What do you fay, Mr. M— ? 

Mr. M , 

I have ^nothing to fay to it ! You muft 
nijike iip that matter ' Witt M^ Ell — t her- 

felf. 

Mrrcury. 

Wellj you muft chavc- him between you,. 
Me0rs. Q^— and B — -* I . niuft -e*pn take 
my chance, ..Ljfind. . 

Mr.-G— .. 
Ha, ha, ha. . Who / could have thought, . 
Mi'. Mercury, you would have niiade fo blind 
a bargain .^ Why, Til lay yoii the price of a 
hundred Pit Tickets at eich of my own Be- 
jaefits, when I exhibit rnyfelf, that this^ Co-^ 
medy, the School for Guardiaiisy don't run. 

hine nights. 

Mercury. 

. Plague on't, in f hat cafe, I fliould make a 
blind birgairi mdccd,. How!sihis,JMr;.Bi-r, 
wl\at do you fay to the matter;?. Willith^. 
School for Guardians, do yeihink, runniAe; 

Bights or not ? 

Mr 
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Mr. B — fi^gi^g' 

. The Charge is prepared, the Lawyers all met; 
TThe Judges all rang*d, a terrible Ihow! 
I go undifmay'dy for Death is a debt, 
A debt on demand ; (b take what I owe. 

Then farewel my Love, my dear Charmer adieu ; 
'Contented r dfe, 'tis the tetter for you : 
Here end all difputes, for the reft of our lives, 
^nd this way at once, I pleafe all niy Wives. 

Mercury. 

What the D — V% here to do! I afka 
"very plaifi fimple queffion, jEtnd he fings me 
a fong in return, which befides has no man- 
ner'of .relation to the bufmefs. 

Mr. G- — . 

Why, Mr. Mercury, our friend Jf— nny 
B — IS grown foniewhat deaf. He li^, in 
a great meafure, ^oft his powers of hearing, 
arid I fuppofe he tfiou^ht you had defirecj 
him to exhibit a fpecimen of his flngjngand 
chanting powers. But you may alk thc^quc- 
ftion of, his two partners and brothers in law, 
who are ftanding by him. I fancy they can 
refolve you. 

Mercury, to the Second Manager,. 
Pray Sir excufe me, for I have not the 
?hbnour to know yoiir natne, but underftand- 

K 2 ii^g 
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ing you are one of the Managers of Covent-r 
Garden Theatre, I beg you would anfwer 
the queftion you heard me propofe to your 
partner and brother in law. 

Second Manager. 

Truely, Mr. Mercury, I am quife unac- 
quainted with thefe affairs, and I, do not 
concern myfclf at all about them. But I 
ihould be extremely glad of your cuftom at 
my fhop. Though I fay it that fhould not 
fey it, I fhall treat you as well as any Wool- 
len-draper in town. You are really thinly 
cloathed, for this bitter weather, and tho* 
you are a Deity, I fuppofe you mufl: have a 
feeling of cold as well as we poor mortals. 
Befides, if you are not provided in a Taylor, 
I fhall recommend you to the perfon who 
iiicceeded to my late brother in law's bull- 
nefs, who, had he been now alive, would 
have been pur principal Manager. You mufl 
know, Mr. B — d, who fung you the fong^ 
fucceeded both to his wife and the Manage- 
ment. 

Mercury. 

Sir, I thank you heartily for your kii^d 
offer, but I am already provided in a Taylor, 
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as the poor man knows, I believe, to his 
forrow. What you fay as to my being 
thinly cloathed, is indeed partly true; and 
I would deal with you as foon as ano- 
tJier. But then you mlift give me long crcr 
dit, for J am out of calh at prefcnt, and 
this AuAion is not like to mend the matter, 
at leaft fb far as it has gone. However; 
I have got a Comedy on the anvil, fpick and 
Ipan new, and if you will procure it to be 
gfted, you ftiall be paid what I fhall be ow- 
ing you from my firft benefit. 

Second Manager. 
I doubt not but a Comedy of your com* 
pofition would be an excellent one indeed. 
But its being afted depends entirely on thisi 
whether it may be advantageous to our fa- 
mily or not. And for that you muft con- 
iiilt with my partners. 

Mercury, to the 7'hird Manager. 
So Sir, I am referred to you it feems. 
You have heard the queftions put to your 
two partners. I fhould be glad of a defi- 
nitive anfwer. 

Third Manager, bowing very low. 
Ich verftehe ihm nicht Mein Herr. 

Mercury 
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Mfrcury. 

ildi ▼erftehe ihm nich MeinHerr ! What 1 
iZ^German Manager of an Englijh Theatre f 
W^irfe and wwfe! We dramatick poets 
«^ at a fine pafs here, truly. Here are 
tbl^e Managers to one of the only twothc- 
^&^s of this great empire, at which any new 
Tl^stgedy or Comedy, either of them alhioft 
the higheft effort of human genius, can be 
^toAtxctd. "with any advantage to the pub- 
iick, and feeing afked a very plain fimple 
^ueftion-^relating to their ofRce, one,yC)f them 
anfwers me with fmging a long, the fecond 
belpcaks my cuftom to his fliop, .and the 
other confefles te does not uriderftand one 
word of that language, o*n the fate of whofe 
Boblcft and moil difficult compofitions he is 
one of the three judges who determine abfo- 
Jutcly, and againft whofe decifion thet^f 
lieth no appeal. 

Mn G . 

, 'Tis even foj Mr. Mercury, and a moft 
jnelancholy coqfideration indeed. What 
encouragement can Genius have to exert its 
powers, when itsfublimeft produftions muft 
be fubjcded to the delay of capricioufncfs, 

the 
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the felf-fufficience of ignorance, and the- 
ihfolence of avarice. It is. — 

Mercury. 
ffoldf hold^ not-fof faft.n^ithery my dear 
Little Man. I Ihrewdly fulpe<5t were a JPoec • 
rejefted by CoventrGardeji. to apply to Dru- 
ryrLane, he^would find he had leaped out of 
the frying-pan into the fire. I am afraid 
we have here,, a Satan reproving Sin; and I 
wpuld advife the Little Gentleman, accord- 
ing to a very good book, which I am told 
is now grown obfolete, before he attempts 
plucking the niote out- of his neighbour's 
eye, tq pull the be^ out of his own. 11 
have not only heard it wbifpered, but,. Mr. 

G , I have heard it loudly and confi-^ * 

dently aflerted, that in all" your theatrical 
dealings, you are .fulL) as much under the 
infiuenck o£ capricey . fclfefufficience, and i- 
vance, as . any of your xivaii Managers, - the i 
Singer, the Woollett-drapcr, or the Gemiati >• 
R2ige, and that, wkh your good will; yo**^ 
would not aft .any Play«, but thofe you- 
cidl Stock-plays, or your own Stuff^, and that - 
as flimzy. and thin-fpun as your Prologues 
and Epilogues ; fo that you may ftitt ^have • 

the^enefit nights to yourfelf. 

' * ^ Mr. 
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Mr. G — . 
To convinceyou, Mr. Mercury, how much 
I am belied, pray let me have the refufal of 
that Comedy of yours, which, you tell us, is 
on the anvil. 

Mercury* 

No, no, my dear Little Man. That fetcfe 
won't take ; and you fhan't catch old birds 
with chaff. You Ihan't fee me dance attend- 
ance at your tail for two or three years, and 
after all, have the pleafure of rejecting me 
at laft, as J — y B — d has done by Dodlor 
Sh — . Belides, were you to accept of it, I 
know not but you would tack a Prologue 
or Epilogue to it of your own Compofing ; 
and rather than that — 

Mr. G — . 
Still upon my Prologues and Epilogues, 
Mr. Mercury. But whatever You may think 
of them, their being known to be mine, is, I 
affure you, a fufficient recommendation of 
them. Witnefs what the St. James's Even- 
ing faid but the other day on my Epilogue 
to the Englifh Merchant. But I fuppofe you 
never read any of them. 

Mer- 
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MfiRcuity. 

Never one throughout, and the great Ju- 
l^iter forbid I ever jQiould. 

Mr. G^^.. 

Weil, have you heard ariy of them re- 
hearfed ? 

Mercury.' 

Nor that neither. But I own I fhould be 

glad to hear one rehearfed by yourfdf. 

Fpr I am told your theatrical powers arc 

fuch, that they will make the arranteft non- 

fcnfe in the world pals glibly down. 

Mr.G— -. 

I thank you, however^ for this compli- 
mclit to my powers. 

Mercury. . 
You have heard your rival Manager J— y 
B — d fing us a fong without being aiked ; 
now I beg you would, at my requeft, and for 
the entertainment of our goodcuftomers^ ex- 
hibit a Prologue or Epilogue of your own. 
If I remember ri^ht, you wrote an Epilogue 
to the Tragedy of Barbaroffa, which was e- 
qually celebrated for its nonfenfe, and your 
inimitable manner of fetting that nonfenfe 

L . off. 
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qE It was all, if I rniilake n^t, about JtfeafiiTr 
MoHydndCaK 

Alass, Mr. Mercuty, I have forgot both 
t&e Tragedy and EpiJogue^ But I ibaU ex- 
hibit a Prologue I lately compofed, smd whiclt 
isftillfreihiirfnymind.. You will fee I hare 
paid off the Criticks i'faith^as weUas every 
bodycHe^ 

^ You muft uftdierAand,. odierwife you mVk 
lofe all the wk ofit^ this was a Frole^ue idv 
NcwYear'sdiy. ^ ^ 

I come obedient/ at 197 ^retiireii'9 calFr 
From top to bottDshy to ikhite yon all ; 

A happy year— ^o yoa«---ja4^7>7]^ii«H<a]^ ycou. ^ 


You muft ktiosify'that at every youy each* 
•f the fyoT difierenc parts of tfaff hdufe 
IS addrdfe^ nomcfyj ^ Boxes^ Pit^ i&dt 
Gallet^r and ieoo^d Galkry^ 

I undcrftand you *, *ti$ very witty and 
clever hidecd. ' But go Oa M^. G — . 

Mn G 

Ktoai ytrakthe Players ipjoy^ aad feel' it here, 

. Tilt mirryCMJhnas ^Xii the iaffy Tiar. r^ : 

Thei« 


/ 
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'Tiers ii a food old faying^— piajr atteiui jt ; 
.As you begin the year» yoa'JI fiurely end k» 
..Should any one* this night incline to evil, 
He'll ptay f(Mr ty^eWeioagmdaths the very^devil! 

. > Should any married dame exert her tongue } 
SheUl fing the Z§diac round the fame fweet ibngs 
Jlad ihouhd the hulbaaid jom ^#r inufick too. 
Why then, 'tis Cat aiKi b^ the wh/^le year diro' 1 
Ye fims ^lst0 and /^/fir, Ar your «afi^ 
^Be Are^ diis dayt yon never take jiiour Feet:. 
. .Can't yott xefnk ^-^hea the difeafefTowa i&iDng» 

; 1S^gii'UJia3««|mi(^ng9itos----IiOrdiaiow<how 

3Piay Mt. G-^-**, do you think h^it^for 
?a fon of Law OTpbyfick to xcfufe, than to ac- 
^€|pt afee ? I am jperfuaded they are all of a 
iilisflfeicnt bpmioii* 
^^ ;. ■ !^r« G~-T. 

: . You arc Tcry dull, Mr» Mercury- Bontt 
^you perceive tfie Antithefis between Eafe and 
jyiftafi. if it be a T>ifiaf€ to Kare an itdh 
Jng Pahifj it is Xar ely M^/e to want one. 

Cry you mcriyvljjosiagincdyouiad^br'ought 

in £<j/if only becaufe it happens to rhyme 

wkhfm^ and that you had adopted Buxler's 

opinion, dio* npt Iris pra6fice. 

>^-. L 2 One 
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' One Vcric for fcnfe, and one fofRyhmc^ / 
, I * think fufEcient at a time. 

But pfoeeed, my dear Lkde Man. 
. Mr. Gr-^. 

Writers of News by this ftrangefate are boundy 
They fib to-day, and fib the whole year round.. 
You Wits aflembled here, both great and fmall. 
Set not this night afloat— your critic gall ; 
If you il^ould fnarl, and not incline to laughter. 
What Jweet companions for a twelve-month after I 
You mufl be muzzled for a night, at leaft ; 
Our Author has a right this day to feaft* 
He has not touched one Bit as yet. — Remember, 
*'Th ^Iwg'FafiT^rfrom no>ir to next December. 

^ERCURY. 

-Vf hat Bit? ABitof6ldHatMhG-—l 
A long and painful abftinence, I muft con? 

fef?, . 

Mr. G~r. 

Pihaw ! you are fo troul?lefome and tnalr 
a-profos with yopr commentaries. But her? 
I come to the very marrow and quintefleftce 
of my Prologue. 

'Tis holiday I you areW Patrons now^ 

Now, now, mark me well ; lam luppofcd 
"to bow very low, and addrefs myfelf to the 

Jour. 
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Journeynoien ^ and Prentices in the Up- 
per Gallery, and I give the Critics a bob, 
faith. ^ 

Jf ypu but grin, die Critics won't Bonuy nuow^ 

Dogs. 

3ow-wow-w6w-wow. Bpw-wow-wow-wow- 
ivow-yrpw, 

AUDIENCE. 

Encore. Encore. 
Mr. G— , 

If yoa bat grin^ the Critics won't Bovjy tvow^ 

Dogs. 

Bow-wow-wow-wow. Bow-wow-wow-wow- 
wow-wow. 

Pox take thefe Curs, they have ipoiled the 
^-ecital of the charnfungeft Prologue in the 
univerfe. You door-keeper ! you rafcal ! how 
came-you to fufier fo many dogs to get into 
the room. Quick, or PH break your bones 
for you ; get a whip, l^fli theni, drive them 
out, and (hut the door. They make fuch-a 
confounded noife, one can hardly hc^r one's 

fclf 
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felf ipeak.- — Yo« fee, Gcndemefi, What m- 
&ik^ mimical powers this inkniti^le Lit- 
tle Aftor poffeffes. You fee, that he no 
fooner fell a. baring .and bow-wowii^ hixn- 
•felf, than all the Dogs, thinking him one of 
their own fr^ernity, imitated and anfwejTcdC 
him in full Choros. Had there been a Crl-'^ 
tick in the room ; I queftion not but they 
ivould have fmek him <»Miy faftened on him^ 
and torn him to pkoes. 

Mr. G—, If I am «ot nriiftakenj tfiis; 
Prologue, in the rehcarial of which you havip 
been fo unkckily istennu^iedt Cho' ib much - 
to the honour of your powers, was written 
for .Cymon the dramatical romance. But 
. It wbiild have ferved any other as well j and 
indeed, all your other pieces .are, likeBayes% 
equally happy that wsiy. Now I beg you 

'*#fcul^ fetfulg?^ me wjrfi k wwd w two forchcx- 

Mr. <5.™. 

A whofe hiftory, if you pleafeu .:. u 

1 Bray tell lac iiondlly rf^r eaiC9y:^v9^ 
.f99A tdw ueaaingtif th^ lift {4^ ? . ' ^ \ ' 

Mr* <3^— * 

- IHow, Mr. Merciiry the nfieaniftg ? Do yow ,^ 
raean the Plot? ' ' " ' Me'r-"" 
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Mercxtry. 
Ay, Ay> any thing. 
Mr. G— . 

Fadth» Mrr Mercury, the Intrig(f% now 

4uite out of my head,. But. I have a 
jie^ 6ne in my pockety that I may fay is a 
Virgin ; it has never jFet been blown uponr 
I muft tell you one thingt 'tis all new Wit^ 
aiKl tho? I (sLj it, a better than my laft -, and 

PUrknowwett enough how that took. In 
file. It majl read and write, and ad, and plot^ 
sm^lhcw; ay, and I*it„ Box,^ and Gallery 
it, rgitti^ with any Play in Europe. To mor- 
rpvif is Its laft Rehearfal in their tiahiisy and 
aii dis^, as^ it is to be aifled ; and if you and 
youjf Friend, Squire Apollo, wilJ do it but the 
i^vQiiryb fceit.in its Virgin Attire*, tho* 
j>erHaps. it may blufh, I fhall not be aftam'd 
*t6<Jifcover its'nake^nefs unto you.— —1 think 
it is in this Pocket. [Here Mr. C- — p$as 
his band in bis Pocktt\i 

MERCvar. 
: Come, I fee you are endeavOurii^ to top 
Bayes * upon me, my dear Little Man, half 

in 

♦ Jb^ forcing Spceck of Mr. G-^-— *», U worf 
l«r W4^ oifeibf^B«yes's, in the Rfihe^ 


» « > ( 
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in jeft, half in earneft. 'Tis aU you have for il 
indeed, but that won't pafs with me, I affiire 
you. And I muft honeftly tell you, that, in 
fad, fcjber, ferious eafheft, you have aftually 
ottt-rebearfed the Rebearfal Pray now, did 
you never rgeft anyplays for thofevcry feulte 
that I find in Your Cymon i 

Mf. G- — . 

« 

t may have done fuch things,' but then 
thofe Plays were called Tragedies, or^ Ca- 
medies j whereas my Cymon is called a 
Dramatical Romance. 

Mercury. 

Pooh ! then it fecms all their fault lay in 
the titk which you know might have been ^ 
eafily altered. 

Mr. G.~. 

You are plaguy troublefome and inquifi- 
tive. I perceive, Mr. Mercury, you have nc-* 
yer been a Father notwithftanding all the fto- 
ries the Poets tell of you, and that you know 
nothing of the ftrengtli and power of the Pa- 
ternal: Storge. Does not the Bear reckon her 
Cubs of the.fineft proportion.^ and the 
Owl think that her Young have the fweeteft 
voices ? Befidesi was there ever a maa yet 

found fault with, who having a lucrative place 

in 
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In his diipofal, bdftpwed it on his own lon^ 
on the ifliie of his loins ; noDKdthftanding^ 
there might be other candidates^ Who in' the 
opinion of the world might have more merit 
and defrnre it better^ 

Muf der wiii out gmdemen, you fe^ what 
it is to have an Author for a Manager. — ^Mr. 
G — ^ I aik you ten thouf^d pardons* I 
.really doubted whether you had any plot, or, 
as you qall it ^ter JSayes, iklngpy in your 
dramatical cpo^oiitions. But lam now con- 
-v^nced tlu^ you have all along had one thf t 
was fimple^ regular, uniform and confident ; 
afid that this QUe ^at plot has been moft 
faithfuUy and inwiably purfued by you with- 
out the interruption of one fmgle under-plpt 
orepifode^ 

Mr. G-.~, 

Nay, now, 1 begin to like you-^gaih, you 
will engage 4ny affedlions for ever, and be as 
great a favourite with me as - - - .or — I (hall 
certainly bring your Comedy on the ilage, 
if you go on plesUing me at this rate. But 
do inform me what you tliink this great 
Plot is ? 
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Mbrcurv. 

Whjh 'tis to get money^ my dear Little 
Man. Money, money, money ! . 

Mr. G—- . 

What ! is avarice my only paflion ? will 
' you alipw me ao pride, no vznity f- 

Mehcury. 

Not ciwugh to break the unity of your 

great d^gn. Tho*yoii maypofliblydifcover 

a littlfe vanity in your prologues now and 

then; as I hardly believe you take money for 

them^ as poor John Dryden was obliged 

to do. 

V. ' Mr. G . 

Weflj you are 2t fly, dry, droll, comical, 
young, old fellow. You know the world; and 

men, and*manriers. ■' 

^"' Mercury. 

The d—Ps in't if I don*t, having lived fo 
long, and gone thro* fo many fcencs of life. 

' - " • '. 'Mr. G—.. 

I could like to be better acquainted with 
-thee. I begin to fancy thy humour hugely* 
Tou fecm pofleflcd of fome dramatical pow- 
ers,. 


-O F A tr T H O R S. % 

'crs, and, if you have really a Comedy on 
hand, as you tell us, I ihould be glad to fee 
it. I wiU not abfolutely engage myfelf, but 
if in the niean time, Mr. —- - fliould not 

exhibit another Defart Ifland, Mr. , 

anothiet earl of Warwick, or my own pro- 
Iffick brain,^ aiKither ,Df4matical Homknce, 
perhaps I may bring it on the StsLg^ m.twe 
f(f three years ; but if I do, remember I in- 
S& on writing the prolog;ue and^ilogue. 

- Well, I doii'trcaifc if I do indulge you in 
'this. Come, you fhall write both Prologue 
and Epilogue, and even print them with it. 
But then you muflr promife me before aU this 
good Company, ^d give me your word^aad 
honour that you will put it in Rehear- 
fnh ^dy without fail, t»fii^ it on the Stag^ 
before .the end of three yjears. 

Mr. O.--^. 

^ Nay, now upon fecond thought^, I ca,n- 
not abfolytely engage to do that. But 1*11 
iell you what Pll pror^iife to dp. I IhaU cer- 
tainly inform you by that time, whether I 
Ih^ll or no. . 

M 2 M^R. 
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• ^ - w 

Mercury* 

V • • • . ■ •- * • ' 

Sd3it.comc to tHis aftfcif att? Y<fUi Wait- 
er,, lay hold <^Mt Q — : ft«c him, \ 
^ fxjfy aad Aut him up in^ie ncKt worn. 

,. Mr. 6 - - - >?ni(£fii>5f W/ii. iittf ^?^//«". 

Jjray ? I camfe h<^re to W a ^jJwrcIUfl&i-i hot 
tobefeldrfiyfiE 

MbrcvrV* 


AfiSir, ^ii wduH have bov#it oifif of 
yburowii favobntiQ FlaEf-timghtSyford'wort^ 
Ibfs ^fbkjgue or Epiiogui. 'Twas pcfhapa 
hi^.ifuU value* BtEt^ mffiriciyd, I ibould 
haWfold ]fOu before now, had. i inii^ned 
ymif' ?rofe^uial ci^Eptoguial, or fcva your *' 
Srahi^ioal Pawet^i^re good &€ ttvy thij%4 
The truth is, I thoi:^ht; them wotth nothings 
^ud concluded tbcy irould fetch as litde. I 
might be miflakea as to the latter part. But 
as an Ador and a Manager, I tonftfe you 
to be iheftiihable, in the toftAtt capiicity, <. 
irbu belbhg to Apollo i in* the lattfer, .you 
arc My property. FSr I am not only the 
God, Patron and Proteftpr of all lawful mtu- 

chandife ; 
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chafldifc i but alio, of all dirty and lucrative 
proceeding^ y of aU niean Underhand^deal- 
ings in every money-getting bufincfs, » So 
that you arc urine in a. double capacity Old 
Boy, both when.you ad: fairly- and above- 
board^ asa Manager, and when you ad un^ 
^er-haiid^ as a Managing Author. As fuch, 
you are to be fold to-^jciioi;row. ' 

■ Mr; G»*-»-*. : 

I fhall dUpde of *y (hare* in- the Patent 
tak^ another trip to ^ttaly, and d^ no more 
tofpitcyou. > 

I.-care not a farthing for that, fo I iiilfil 
your gr6at plqt, get money* ^ Thofc who 

purchafe you muft look to it. Away 

with him. You W^iteCi - 1 fay, and bring 

out, Mr. B- -ff. '. ; 1 ^ 

'Citizens* 

Sss.Sses, Off... off... Away, away with him, 
: r Mercury. 

O heavens ! What's ^lere to do ? Misfor- 
tuac u|)on misfortune f Why, gentlemen, 
doh't you know, that this is thfe* AiitHbr of 
yoor -^ favourite pteccs; Love in a Villag^t 

md the Maid of ti^e Mli ? 

Author 


N. 
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1 ♦ 

. AuTMOBL of (be Jipfoiai. ; 

• * ■ ' . . * 

Ay, but he is fikewife Author of Love^iti 

the City, and I hope that the Spirited Ci- 

fiiens, the trtrc friends ^d priridpal -fup- 

pbrt^ all the places of public entertain-^ 

ihent, will refent, with • ftri€l' jaftice, the 

indignities caft tipon tliem in this piccej and 

treat it with^ the contempt it defcrves. j 

hope all ^pvc i^m^t^X fe$Jii:i|js.a»d p<|w- 

crs of indijgnation will ]be jwz^d. : Off, of^ 

S^ssss. Ssssss^ 

Mek.cur\^ 

. Piay Sir^ who^; you, that take ^upoxi 
ypii. to diftinguiflx and cxcr? yourfelf at ^m 

rate? ,-■••'. . 

- .. • :■. c ;. CiTiaENS*- ■ 

V . - • •• • . 

Ssssss. Ssssss. Off, 0ft: - 

Mercvry. 

Nay ^ntkmen,^ dear gentlemen, do faivit;' 
hear me.-— 

Author of the Rojciad; 

Bravo, Bravo. Well done my warm 
friends to the ^Theatre, my pybjic-fpiritcd 
Citizens, who are Xo grofsly and pu'blicly 

abufcdj 
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abufedy by beijtig fcanddcwfly ridiculed in 

the moft flagrant and contemptible manner^ 

It calls alaud for your general condenonation. 
I T Ihall condemn it for you to the utmofl: 

exertion of my powers in the Rofciad *• 

Mbrcitry. 
. So, it feems, this genius is the author of 
the J^heatrical Regifker, whom I ordered 
out to be fold in lieu of lus refemblance and 

Archi-type Doftor J n. Waiter, lay hold 

tif that fellow, and fhut him up again with 
his Terrifications,. Ffofcular Efeganciesy and 
and Sentimental Feelings. — Pray gentfemen 
of the City, if Mr. B — fF has ventured to 
ridicule you for your fondhefs of marrying 
your daughters among the Nolnlity, have 
not the nobility been alfo ridiculed for mar- 
rybg their fbns amcHig you, in order to pay 
off mortgages on their eftates contnufted 
by debts at play, and keeping extravagant 
miftre0es. And have you not lai]^hed at 
futh charafters? 

Citizens. 

Ssssss, Ssssss. Off^ OffI 

.» ■ . ■ • . • 

* The two fpecches, put in the movttfi of this Aii.- 
thor, are almoR wor^ for word his own* 

Did 
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McRCURVr 

Dear Gcndemcn have fomc Reafon in yoiir 
Anger, and do as you would be done by. 
'Did you ever know the Nobility and Oentry 
to attempt to damna^piece^ becaufe their foi- 
bles happened. to be ^expoied in it. 

Citizens. 
OfF, Off. Away with him, away with hitn, 

rl: WcH, it ftoms tb^'Cijy nwift be J&cr^ 
jhcnccfortb fr<Ntn ridicule, dpecially p^ the 
-ilagCr^d a Liv^ry-man^ cff CpfiHrton-Counr 
/dl-iron, eyen a Grocer .orfi^erdaflier is np 
;morf «> be prp^ycpd aBd^^^p^d'there than a 
vtelQrggfm4at^tgfi9tkinipn',apyou wiUn^^ bear 
tx) hdlaPgte.^,J.bcffie'ypudo.npt deferv^ic, 
•J hope tbeise fe not fo mwh.^$ one griping 
Ufxjrcr or frauduknt fiankrupt amongft 
you ; not orieify kcheeoys iHyppqrite, who 
under thelnEia& o£i^ii^'(y,pmS:ice$dll man- 
ner of villainy and debaiachtfiy > Wt or|c 
who keeps his equipage >(umptuous table, 
and fpends his thpujfiuifis yearly, when he 
knows he is all the while, many thoufands 
worfc than notJving. I Tiope, 

• • • • - * • . * , __ _ 

ClTI- 
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'We muftbe plaiq with yoii Mr* Mercury, 
and delire y^ou to have done preaching fuch 
fbiiff and nonfenft to us, otherwife we fhall 
hifs you too* 

Mercury* 

• * * • - •. 

You fee Mr. Br fF, there is no tajk- 

ing to «thefe publick-fpirited Citizens. You 
xnuft do fomething to regain their favour 
the*, but for heaven's fake, let thjc fcene 
of your next Opera lie to the weftward of 
Temple Bar. Can*t you write Love at 
Courts where you may give the Cits their 
ifevenge, and pay off the nobility and gin- 
try J you may reprefent them as all very 
deep in the Citizen^'s books^^andoieverpay-^ 
ing their debts ; but do QOt miention a word 
of their lying with their wives. You will 
then hdve reafori to hbpe, that, thefe tfue 
friends, and principal fupports of all public 
cfntertainitients, will themfelves leave their 
'Courif ei%^ ^rid^'ifdnie with their '^ve^ and 
their children, theii* prentices and journey- 
mcii, " to: fCfep y^ and bear you put againft 
tfte^gtJi.of.i^ Poxes... , , 

-. .. ^ N ' '" No\^ 
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No\^ gentlemen, I exhibit another drama^- 

tical author. Waiter, bring out Dr. Sh— -• 

Doftor, I am glad to fee you. You have, 

at one time of your life, gone thro* a very 

fatiguing fervice of celebriety : But you was. 

not fuffered to appear on, the Stage. 

Doctor STh . 

Dear Mr, Mercury, forget that. I have 
feen my error ; I have recanted and lung' 
my Bftlinodia. I have written the hiftory of 
^"'^ Sumatra under Amurath IIR You under- 
ftand whom I mean. 

,v 

Mbrcury;. 

I can partly gueis. But pray, why did^ 
you fuffer your Comedy to remain fo long in^ 
J-rny B+->js. hands I 

Doctor Sh -7 

" Why, it was partly thro* modefty, part- 
ly from delicacy, and partly from trufting, 
to his word*; for he gave me his honour^ 
Lfhould be prefent at the reading of it. 

Mercury. 

- And broke his= word. But that is no- 
thing to a great man, A Manager is to all' 

intents. 
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intents and purpofes tantamount to a mini- 
fter of ftate. Yetmodefty and delicacy are 
what I ihould hardly have fufpe^ed you of. 
However, let that pafs. Pray do you 
know who were his .privy councellors that 
affified him in the judgment he pafled on 
your Play ? For if I.miftake not, he con- 
felles he knows ; nothing of the matter him- 
feliEl And I am fure, his partners the Wool- 
len-draper and German Page, are ftill more 
ignorant, if poffible. 

Doctor Sh----. 

'Nay, how Iboiild I tel|, fince he would 
not fuffer me to h^r it read, nor give me an 
opportunity of talking over the matter with 
thofe Privy Councellors you Ipeak of. But 
J think, Ihave made them, and all the wor- 
thy family, fmai:t fevcrely under the laflies of 
my p^ru .' \ 

'Mercury. 

.Pooh L;tp »hear a. man of 'your fenfe andr 
knowledge of .the world talk at that idle 
rate. Yet, fuch is the vanity infeparable 
from Authors^ I Do you think they either 
feel or heed you ? No more than Ho- 
race's Mifer, the fcorn and hiflcs of the 

^1 Athe-' 
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Athenian pcdple. But titey nlAde one 6b- 
jfeftian to your GoHiedy, SvfiiGh I tMnk car- 
ries feme weight with it 5 e%eGi^lly ift this' 

country ; that is a thinhefs ^f incident* 

.... > , 

The Englih, you knfcw^ are very fond of 
Udder »rfd trap-door -wck^fe, ' belting ^©«€' 
arid in, and all fuch trumpery. Vow frknd 
the German Page, with Whom I had tfee ho- 
nour to hfeve foftie conveffatioiii lii M4 own 
language *, is mighty fond of f dp^^^nc- 

ing, 

* In the manuicript, there is-a tilt^i94is dialogue in 
High Dutch ^between theGcrm^n Pa^e and^ercury, 
who is fiippofed to fpcak aH Jkng^uages ; but the Prm- 
tdr th€Might proper looftflt it^ as al^togiHIier unehter-^ 
ti^ining (o aa Engltib render, ^ere^iry dcftrej th«. 
Page to give him his iutcKft for getting his Come-K . 
dy aded on theiir Theatre. The Page repjie*, that 
kiiowing netting of fuch matters, he leav^sthe en* 
tirr mahagemeiit of every thing to his good Friend 
^nd Brother-in-law, J— -nny B " ■ d, whci, he • 
IS forry to fay it, confefleshc is.af ignorant as bimfclf^ 
■which he laments as a great misfortune to their fa- 
mily* ^Mo^evtl^'j he proin4<es^Merc«ry-his intereil as 
£2ur aa it will go, provideid he complies with the con* 
ditlojisin the parage hero refenedtt^v' X^i^n wh^b 
MercuFv falls into a paiSoii> and makes l^i^ir th^ fpU. . 
lowing anhyer : ** Sir,.. You affront pe vpry gro^- 
♦* iy. But 1 forgive you; confidering* whc^ y6t^ ate/ ' 
<^ What! do you think tl>e GocF of Wk smd Eiot 

"'* ** (juence. 
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ing, tumbling,. ^nd kgerdemain tricks, ex- 
hibited upon the Stage. He recommended 
to me the imtroducing into a Comedy which 
I bad once fome thoughts of producing on 
the Theatre, a Funeral Pfoceffion, or a Co- ' 
ronation, he did not care which. What Mr. 

G k*s friend and advocate f calls Fancy 

Plays, and recommends fo much, feeir^ to 
be moft in vo^ue at prefent. Serioufly, 
Ddftor Sh— *-*-, I think, you hare teen bn 
the whole, fomewhat hardly dealt' with. As 
I once intended being a Play-writer myfelf, 
I can feel for You. I own, had I been, in 
Mr. B-^-d's place I think 1 Ihould have 
ventured oh yoiVr Cohied/. I am perfuad- 
ed, it would have turned but an advantage 
and no prejudice, to the concerns of their 
worthy family, which is all they are (Con- 
cerned about. 

D R.\ 

^* qtieoce would difgrace hii Dramatical perform. 

*' lit OQly to entertain the fenfelefs vulgar : I would 
**,foQh^r burn it. ''There is np doubt, a fault in allud- 
ing to a pafTlge which no where appears in the Dia- 
Idgu'ciand if thfs is not a firffioicnt apology, the Cri- 
t icka iiiiift niake the'^beft of it. ' ; 

« 

t The Awthof of the Rofciad, or Theatrical Kc- , 
gido^/ f ubliihed in the Ledger. 
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Doctor Sh— -. 

I am vjcry proud, Mr. Mercury, of the 
good opinion you feem to entertain of me, 
and (hould be infinitely bound to you, were 
you to Ipeak to Mr. G — in its favour. He, 
furcly, would not refufe a Performance re- 
commended to him by the ^God of Wit and 
Eloque^ice. 

Mehcuky. 

Alas Doftor ! jou :greatly over-rate my 
intereft ; and, I find, are not fo well acquaints- 
cd with Mr. G- — - as I am. Do. you think 
he would aft a Play, tho' written by Ap- 
ollo himfclf, and the Nine Mufcs in com- 
pany ; when he cari bring fbrth fo many 
pret^ Fancy Plays of his own ? It would be 
wrong to defircr, and prefumption to ex- 
pe6l it. A man ihould. provide forJiis own 
offspring in the firft place. Sir, 'tis the 
voice and law of nature. Befides, Mr^ 
G- — k, and I are a little at odds juft now. 
I made fomewhat free with his Prologues 

and Epilogues, and the dearLittleMan, hav- 
ing a great opinion,! fuppofcj, of thofe per- 
formances, feerried by no means, to relilh 
my Jokes. Nay, he even ruffled .me a 
good deal. P'or, pretending to cqnfipli- 

iReiit me on my .Dramatical Powers, as he 

~ called 
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called them, he exprefled fome defire to fee 

my Comedy. But, all the hope he gave mc 
of bringing it on the Sts^e, was this; 

he told me. He might do it in two or 
three years^ provided in the mean time, his 
Friend M— — did not exhibit another De- 
fart Ifknd, Mr. , another Earl of 

Warwick, or his own pnolifick Brain, ano- 
ther Dramatical Romance.. And after ftipu- 
latihg all thefe conditions, he only engaged 
to let me know by that time,, whether he 
would aft, it or no. Thefe were the very 
words that paiTed, as this good Company 
can witnefs. We Authors, elpecially Poets, 

are fomewhat touchy; G^nusirrkabikVatum. 
I muft confefs . I was gready vexed to find 

myfelf and my Comedy treated in fo flight- 
ing and. contemptuous a manner. You fee^ 
had r^been fo weak as to fall into the fnare, 
I IhOuld have been ufedjuft as you were. I 
kept my temper with fome difficulty, but 
ordered the Waitcf to feize the Kttle Man 
and confine him in the next room. I fliall 
fell him to-morrow, as Aftor, Manager, 
and Managing Authon If you can pur- 
chafe him in the two latter capacities, you 
can order him- to^ a£t what plap you think 

proper 
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pfroper. Or, .as }i? threatens to, difpofe pf 
his fliare in the patent, if you can afFoFd to 
buy it, yo^ may in thatc^fe bring yourowa 
play$ upon the Stage as well as he does hi«« 

Really, Dodtor, J reckon the death of the 
Taylor,- who was Mr. B — d*s predetcfibr, 
in his wife, and if alive, . would have how^ 
had his proportion in the Patent, was* ii* 
ittfinite^ xixyeai irreparabk lofs to DiiamsK 
tic Poetry/ Not only Thalia and Mclpor- 
mene, but all the Tragicand Comk Poetsf 
in. England who. cDiild . afford it, . xHJgfet to 
have put on mourning at his Dedcafc* 
Would to Jupiter he wAe ftifl living, tic 
that ^fe r know it w€)uld Tiot be long^ ere 
mvGdmedy fhcmld j^e- afted. » ^ 

Doctor Sh — '--t. ■■ " 

As how, P^ear Mcrcuiy, pray inform me 

how You would manage matters ? 

-'••-^ -• • - ■ .* 1. 

-. •- Mercury. 

• •"'--. ■ - ...... 

. ISTothi^g fej^iify,. . J. wPVil^i beffieak .Wo 
or three very .extravagant, fwiti of Cl^aths 
ffjom him, and get fo much into hi^ ©€t>ti 
that he would be obj^ed in fpite . pf i^s 
teeth, to- 5s£t my Comedy was it ever fueh 
execrable ; ftuff; in. th£ . hnpcs of. .paying; 

himfelf 
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;himfclf by the profits of my third nights; 

And I do not fee why all ojur brother Poets 
might not have done the fame, 

Doctor Sh*^— e. 
No bad fcheme I confefs. But could it 
^ot be carried into execution ftill ? You 
^know one of the Patentees is a WooUen- 

drapeh As for the other two, the Singer 
.and the German Page, they deal only in 
-Songs and Bows, which xommodities are of 
fo little value, that let them be ever fo ' la- 
'vifh of them, diey will' hardly think it 

worth while to aft a: play iti order to get 
vriiem returned. 

3VlERcujL-y. 

'Tis jufl: as you fay. But if you can 
contrive to get into the Woollen-draper's 
books, I have no objeftion. ;I xan on- 
ly wifli you fuccefs, I cannot promife 
.it. For Woollenrdrapers will not give 
fuch large and long credit as Taylors. Nei- 
ther are they fowady and ^t ta do it. Tay- 
lors have been remarkable for their great 
and ample faith in all ages; Nay^they even 
truft Courtiers and Minifters of State, which 
» jio fet of men in the world were ever known 

O to 
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to do, excepting themfclyes, A Taylor 
that won't be a irufter, is no Taylor at all ; 
he does not deferve that honourable nanfie. 
You muft know I fpeak from experience, 
for both Apollo and myfelf arc very deep in 
a Taylor's books atprefent, who to my great 
forrow is no Manager. To confcis the truth, 
it is partly to pay him, and our long fcores 
at the taverns and bagnios, and our debts 
of honour to our poor loving Girls, whp 
liave had nothing from us for fpme time,, but 
good kifllng and fair promifes, that we have 
let on foot this auftion of Authors. But alas ! 
with as little profpefl of fuccefs, as You have 
from your Comedy. Pray, Do<5tor, ought 
you not to print it, and appeal from the 
ignorant interefted Managers, to the final 
determinatloji of the judicious and imparti-? 
al publick ? 

Doctor Sh e. 

That would be juft making bad worfe. J 
have hitherto loft only my pains. Were I to 
take your advice, I (hould lofe both paper 
and printing. No play, whatever merit it 
may otherwife poffefs, unlefs afted, ever 
fells enough to pay the advcrtifing. 


Mercury. 

You don't tdl me fo ! and 1 cannot enter- 
tain luch a mean opinion of your country- 

rijen's tafte and fptf it, as that tliey can fuffef 
themfelves to be led fo entirely by the nofe 
bythefe Managers. I IhaJltry them, and fet 
on foot a fubfcription, and as you have been 
Unfortunate , you fhall Ihare in it. 

Dr. Sh- E. 

You liave my leave but you will find 
it to no purpofe. 

Mercury. 

Gentlemen and Ladies, you have heard 
what hats paft between Dodtor S — - and me. 
You have alfo heard how he has been treat- 
ed by the Managers. His comedy has only 
been rejefted, on account of their family in- 
tereft. I imagine that yoii have ftot the fame 
loyalty and afFeftion for ihe Family on the 
Stage, that I hope you all entertain for the Fa- 
mily on the Throne. He is a man of parts and 
ingenuity : a nervous and mafculine Wri- 
ter. I can promife you fome entertainment 
from hi^ Play, which will not, I give you 
my word, be fuch iofipid ftufF as has lately 

been crammed down your throats. The 

O 2 ufual 
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ufual, price I believe, of ^ rejefted Play,. 
when publiflied by fubfcription, is a crown.^ 
ApoUo has opeucdafubfcription, in which- 
the Doftpr fhiU have a fhare. He is rca-- 
dy to receive your Money. 

Audience. 

We don't queftion tW. But furely 
Mr. Mercury, you take us to be Fools, 
apd that we throw our money at the Cocks. 
Why Ihould we fubfcribefor what we fhould- 
not- once look into ? 

'Wihw ! \Gentknaen, .do you Kuy no~ 
Plays ^ 

Audience: 
lifone but thofe that are aftedi 

M-ZK£UKY. 

Then yoti miA have bought Cymon or 
the Dramatical Romance' ?* 

Al^DIENCE.- 

Ay^ many t;Jipuiind Copies, and, if it 
contjioyes t<> ^ aftfd, we (h^l buy many 

thpufan^s mpre, . * 
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Mercurv. 

Then furely you do not read it. For 
never was there fuch flimzy, infipid, uncon- 
ncdcd ftuff 

Audience. 

We read it becaufe we go to -fee it afted. 

Mercury.. 
But why do you go to fee it a^ted ^ 

AlTDIERCE. 

Why — why-— we go — becaufe we go^ 

Mercury. 

Pihaw, that is a mere woman*s reaibn.^ 
And if you don't give me a. better, I ihall 
certainly make you pay down your five (hil- 
lings a piece. ^ 

AUDJENCE 

Why then, if you muft have it, we go to 

€ymon, ia order to fee the Devils and Tor-- 

ches, and Cupids ; the Enchanters, and En- 

chantreflos and Enchantments ; the Magic 

Palaces and Groves, the iincMachinery, and 

line Sc<?nes^ which our excellent Little Ma- 

anager 
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nager has, at an enormous expence, pr6* 
vided for our entertainment, in this his 
Fancy-Play. But as for thofe Dramatical 
Pieces, in /which the Criticks tell, us, thenef 
is Plot and Unity, Pathos and Sentiment, 
fine Language, moral Inftni6tion, and fo 
forth i we neither go to fee nor to hear fuch 
Plays -, But we go to the Play-houfe in order 
to fee and be feen ourfelves.; to chat, ogle 

and bow, to gather and retail fcandal ; 

to pick up wives and miftrefles, hufbands shid 

gallants ; fome go to pick pockets, and cut 

purfesv butmoft of us go, becaufe wc Itfve 

no where elfe to go to, and nothing elle 
to do. 

Mercury. 

Such an Audience! Such Mahagers ! They 
arc perfedlly well fuited ; they are exa<5t tal- 
lies and counterparts of one another, and 
'tis a pity they fhould ever be feparated. — 
You fee Doftor Sh-e, I can neither do any 
thing for you nor make any thing by you. I 
am forry for both, and you are now at liberty 
Jto difpofe of yourfelf as you think proper. 

Apollo, we have had villainous bad luck 
in our tlieatrical Authors; for oncwe were 

only 
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oijly oflfered a Prologue or Epilogue, another 

was hified off the Table, and for the third, I 
believe the beft of them all, they would not 
bid us fo much as one Farthing. 

I wilh we had fome of the writers for the 

pther Stage here, I mean the Ladder. I am 

perfuaded we fliould have made Ibmething 

worth while of Jonathan Wild, Bluefkin 

and Sarah Malcolm, as Authors of Laft 

Words and Dying Speeches. But the mif- 

chief on't is, thefe Authors are never good 

for any thing, till they come to be hang*d. 

What do you fay ? Shall we try whether any 

thing can be m^e of the writers for the 

third and only remaining Stage, which you 

know is the Pulpit ? Between all which three 

^nd their refpeftive Orators, Dean Swift 

tells us, there is a clofe and intimate con- 

peition and alliance. 

Apollo. 
As you pleafe, you know I have left you 
the direftion of all thefe things. You arc 
piy Manager, 

Mercury. 
Waiter bring out the Reverend Mr. 
G — c W— d, and fet him on the Table. 

Here 
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Here, my dearly beloved ! is Fiety, and 
^olinef^, and Godlinefs; which laft is faid 
to be great gain. Fray Heaveft wcmay all 
<ind it to be 9!>* 

Methodists. 

Though you be Hereticks, Apoftates ^^ 
Heathens, yet we trull you will have mercjf 
and compaffion on pur dear precious Soul§ 
which muft all periih without the Worc^ 
the tender Guidance and edifying Inftruftion 
of our Paftor. We are a poor Flock, and 
fhall foon be as ftray Sheep without our Shep- 
herd We poffefs none of the good things 
of this world, none of the .Mammon of uiv- 
Tighteoufnefc. Wt lay up , our treafures 
ivhere neither moth nor ruft corrupt, anci 
where no thieves come to l^ieali We miiid 
the one thing needful, and leave you men of 
(\n and the world and the flefh to be concern- 
ed about many tiling^. Yet we fliall throw 
in our mites notwithftanding and contribute 
our Rayment and our Houlhold StufF/ We 
Jiaye done it heretofore for the Orphan Hdf- 
yital in Georgia. With how much greater 
wrilingneft of heart ought we to do it now 
fpr the fake of the Holy Man Himfclf ! 
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. y^lrily, my dearly beloved Brethren and 
Sifters, it fhall be as you fay. Throw in youi* 
mites therefore into the hands of the Publi- 
'em itho ftarids below at the receipt of Cuf- 
tom, and I truft you Ihall be repaid ten nay 
an hundred fold. In the mean time to en- 
coura^ you in your good works^ your holy 
Shepherd Ihall give you a fprinkling of the 
word. Mr. Wh — d you hear what I fa^Jr^ " 

Mr. Wh---— 04 

Has any 6( you hert, my dearly beloved 
Brethren and Sifters, loft a dear andindut 
gent Parent, a Father or a Mother who had 
brought you up and nurtured you with aU 
the tender overflpwings of fatherly and mo- 
therly affeftion ? Has any f^thful and con- 
ftantwife,longfeparated,ffomherri^y man- 
ried huft)and,by his having goile a far journey, 
wad who expedting his return, with fond and 
lon^g arms, is fuddehly furprifed with 
. news of his violent death, murdered by rob- 
bers on the high-way, or overwhelmed in 
the deep waters ? • 

P Two 
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Two or three. Female .Methodists;, 
Bcy --fee, --be, boo^ --boo, --^bbb.' 

« 

Mr. Whitefield. . r^ 

1^^ ^iiy Hulb^d loft his Wile wd 

ji^W-bbrtt Babe at' once, and fblkiwid 

toth t^ die^one grate? Hks atif fath^ 

Kfdfdi his oAlf foti,. the heir of hiis iabottri^ 

iiiid the prop of his declining days, raviflied 

from him bf an unexpe&ed call of ^utm- 

dencc ? Has any fond and tender .niother 

ieen her firft-born ihfant, whom Ihe had 

long nur&d and eberifttfd wkh the mSk ol 

h^r t»t»ft, playing cut h^r I>ip.^ ani^ fmiling 

inhtr feccto diy^ .and the Jiext expiring ia 

l^e agonies of a burning fteyer ?, , 

Several Made and EemaJeMETiTGDists.^ 

Bee bee bee, Bou bou bou. 

■ ♦ - • ■ • ' . . • . , 

. Mr- Wh-- D. 

Sitfieiy, twrtlfs y^ Aink you hare great 
^e^nto lament and j^sowrn, and grieve there*' 
at, as I fee, you do. But 1 fay yo« have rd^ 
to rejoite. They are aU happy, iSn^ng hyirini. 
40d praifcs, in co»>pany vrhere you will he- 

ter 
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ir^ came^ amosg Angels and blefled Spi* 
rits. But grieve, and mourn, and lament for 
yourf^es. I fieU you» You are all damoMji 
every foul o£ you damn'd. You will be 
thrown into places Of utter darknefs, where 
i^ts^ }$ weeping, and wailing^ and gating 
i^tmsK I &Xi Hell gsqping and all the De- 
^^Sl. T^y ta receive and torment your 
js^^f ntttent. itinkii^ damn'd fouls! 

Chorus (^ all the Methodists. 
^ " Be; %t^ be, Bon, boAi bou, &c 

MERcunr-" 

f 

A pox confound thefe fniveling Rafcals i 
They make nlore noife with their crying, 
than the Dogs lately did with thdr backing. 
How (hall wet gcjt rid of them f 

(if frailer wbijprs Apollo.) 

.; l}ere„ ipy 4fiarly beloved Brethren and 
4i%f% *^^ y^^^ Shephetd, I fredy 

jjiyeJum up to you j but for the love <4 
J^YAfi, qariy him hence, and let him t^tt 
y<W .^ your being dl damn'd, and finUh 
iil i^rnaon fom^where eJf^, |f b^ conti- 
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niie here any longer , I fhaU certainly fall • 
a<!rying myfelf. Pray what news has the 
Waiter brought you, [Afide ta JpUo.\ ■. ' , 

Apollo. 

Why, he tdls me that t' i$ is by far tfec- 
beft adventure we have yet met with \ and * 
that the warchoufe below is as full as it can 
hold of all manner of goods and houfehqld - 
furniture. But fuch trumpery! There ar? 
old clothes of all forts, beds, blankets^ : 
lheets,bQlfters, fry in g-pans, fte w-pans, chairs, * 
tables, chefts, and I know not what lum- 
ber. But he fufpefts that a great deal of it 
lus not been honeftly cpme by. For Jie 
tcUs me, that there are below, agrciit ma^ ' 
ny poor fellows, journeymen Taylors, Wea-^/: 
vers, and the like, who ar^ making biftej-v 
complaints, that they have been robbe4 
by their wives. Some fay that they h|y^ not 
left them a panto drefs their their viijkuals 
in, a chair to fit on, or even a bed to ly on. - 
They maintain that their wives wer^ feen . 
carrying their goods in here j fomearc even.L 
afraid of being tranfported j as many- of the 
goods were taken out of ready furnifhed 
Jodgings. They all threaten to apply for - 
/ ' wjs^rrants 
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^f^antS to Jeafch for them. Now I would 
not?' wfllitigly, that any' honeft induftri- 
ous, poor man fhouldfufFer fo much by the 
folly and fuperftition of his wife, arid her 
blind attachment . to a vile defigning im- 

pbftor. [. ] ' . ^ 

-" • * ' ' Mercury. 

FoohT you are lb confcientipus. And- 
wth your good will, you would have them . 
aH retiimed. But there Ihall be no fuch thing, 
1 45eH you. What better would the poor 
f^bWi ( whom I finc^reljr pity at the 
fame time) be of this your generofity ? 
Their t^ives would immediately give thefe 

goods to the Holy Man himfelf, who would 
be as ready to receive them as we, tho* 
he' has much lefs need of them, and who 
would- likewife difpofe of them in the 
fable nianner I intend to do. I know an 
howeft Broker who will take all in a lump, 
without alking any queftions, and give me 
a pretty round fum of money for them 
bcfides. Soi leave this matter to my ma- 
najgement, I tell you once more. 

Now, Gentlemen and Ladies, we exhibit 
two reverend Perfons of very fignal, tho' dif- 
ferent- Oft^nV/^j. The one is vl celeftial Me- 

ditanty 
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StMt^ the other 9. /ffmmzifig Bi^ffhQn. 
Waiter, bring out the two Geatlem^n, J 
fpeak <rfi^ ypu will prohftbly find the Ofte c^r 
jaculatihg, and the other ]iaug|>ing« O her^ 
comfs the EjacuUtor; a<>4 the BuSbon too. 

- Mr. H-™y. 

O! thcexceedii^finfulnefsoffin. Of the 
wretched condition of the wick^sd ! O ! the 
the ddpeiate Qiadnefs of the Ungodly! Ot 
yc befotced creatures ! *r*-— ^• 

Mr. H , 

« 

Ha ha ha ! Be not furprized. Madam, and 
^d your Reverences, that I live in a conftant 
endeavour to fence againft the infirmities of 
ill health, and other evils of life, by mirdi ; 
being .firmly perfuadcd, that every time a 
man fiiiiles -— — but mpch niore fo, wheo 
he laughs, it adds Ibmethmg to this Frag^ 
ment pf Lift; f. 

MERrtJRY. 

You muft know, I have been always veiy 
fond of the Company of Reverend GentJc^- 
men. I have alread y parted witH two, 'am^ 
am now going to di^ofe of two more. 1/hS 
iaft I ford,becaufe I was afraid he would ont? 


* Henley's Meditadoiw, vol. 2. page 152. 
^ Triftraxn Shandy, vol. Dedication. 
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tune or other perfuade me I was damneci, 

taid make ilie try to hftng myftlfj as many 

cJ his followers ztt doing every «!0W mid 

Hien. The firftj for whom I got the q\uir« 

ter goinea, was indeied a moft ingenious 

petfon, and was ihtimdtety acquainted with 

feveral ciirunlftances and Unecdotes of the 

fiemoteft antiquity, which, tho' I liTedtt 

the time, s^d fliould hftve known theoiy 

I never heard of before. But then^ had I 

ieemed in the leiaft to hefitate a bout them^ 

|, was afraid^ he was fb pafilonate, and gave 

jfte fuch looks, that he would ufe me ill, 

and knock me down. Thofe I am now gd- 

ing to dilpofe of, are two of the moft harm- 

leis, innocent,^ inofienfive Beings, in the 

world. The one is perpetually grinning and 

and kughing, the other praying and gacu- 

lating. They aie, like Democritus jind He- 

raclifils, foils to one another. As for the 

Meditant, he is always talking of repentanc^, 

lie^^h and judgment; and whatever is the 

&^c6t of his meditations, whether a winter 

sight, .pr a ftany night, a flower garden, or 

tombrftone, the burthen of the fong is ever 

thetan^e. But,bemganInunortalG<^,as'aI- 


, '^.^%^4-%E ,. .- ill 

mot :A*it^ t??-.?pe, ^th»ugh. e3strsm^.i?r§- 
. per for the conteo^J^fk ^ Y«jji, jjQOr jgjl- 

rifhable, wretched mortals. ' Indeed, you 
. ought to think o^ nothing elfe •, theref9re I 
-ffecorrtmeridit to yovii<^ iwfy ^tai jxppfetual 
. remembrancer. -I Bsip«ai^»cttfis?i:3fbr.J^^ 

myfelf, and you Ihall !)»>« him a penny^ 

worth. ' 

■• ^iin Merciiry, yoa ciSfafir 4^«ttfe fflfier*>«<^ 
I have really Tan infinitude <^afeir%. afi.i^- 
Ko of bufinefe up on'Wly ^tjs. J mjjft: fiaU 
at half a dozen Au«5^t>ns; pay. I koo^^.nqt 
how 'many^ yiU^^'^'- ^^"^i^^^-^^^^- 
My'ehiirmenittiB tfcfju^d^tfo dearfvil 4ft- 
' fire you iifi\Xi'ttiervct\\& Moditiantij»-;*H% ,as 
aifo .\.:(wM/pers Mermy>) I ^^V^ilfPfi 
ybw-cyftk pricff foe both. li . Xiiis.-^«fttlew<^ 
man -»*ho Uvea vi(ithfrae :a«».CompafU9i», 
"mll&e«r^buH6fc:w|iy. yowmajJ all^ome in 

my .lL!«%v"Y«V*-ft»aaMQbeym to tne . m- 
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'H!iDft^ humbfe aad: obedient - — - Ypu fct^ 
*<fcntfctnen,^ the Bfeiitant is cSfpofed of by 
j^rivate conthbfl. , Now,-^hat fiiy you ta 
Ac SerxnoMzxn^ BujQfobir ? 

Audience. 

■i . .. . ' ' ■ '" " 

i ^ Pray, Mr. Mercury, can you inSorni us 
i^hat Jk gdof md Iwg^ at ^ 

Mercury.' 


■r . f 


At his own jefty I fiippofe; which no bo-^ 
'bdidf. die lUukrilaQds, oir if they did, would* 
Imf^ ^\ I fhmdd really believe he had 
SeeA got ^i%hiiiig, Weze it lioc for the cir- 
eumftmbe dr wihdii^'up the Clock. I am' 
fiire I caught £im kugjhing; I ihall tell you 
ijie ftory : Walking feme time ago on the 
Ppnt-nrof at Paris, in fcarcH df W~s 
and Liberty ; I met a croud which ob- 
ftrufted my paflage. t>n mingling aitnohg 
fheni, I found this vefy Gentleman ftand- 
i% 'With hb back agauiOr the w'all, ^d 
Abiding his fides iiea% to biir^ with laugh- 
ter, as ydu &e he is now. This fccnc con- 
tinued for ndur thrw quiffttft of an hourj 
and a great mbbof nmg^ half*Aanred 
Prerichm6n> had aflembled round him, ga-' 

Q^ ping 
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EhglflhiTl^w. ' Gfntlemen, iho' a naJsYc of 
Ancient Greece, yetlJuive ioag iocdoed i^ 
on myfelf as a Denizen of Old England r 
My Heart and every thing lelfe about me, 
are entirely Englilh* You Can Icarcc coni- 
eeive what I felt at diat irittint > I xrould 
not endure to hear t^at Country, of which; 
J would faiff reckon* xi^f(?lf a native, dif- 
gr-aced thus in one of her moft emiiieht re- 
prefentatives^ Belides^. I wifely ccxnfidfeTed 
I might kill two Birds, as the fajfiing i"s,'w1th 
one Hone ; that^^thiIe I wa^Temoving an op-^ 
prbbrium &QfB niy de^ tpouiuryinen, I was 
likcwife getting poflefHon ot zSXio9i cekbrivux 
and Juferb Autlior^ Therefore, without 
•any cereiijony, 1 tobk Ixim up in my arms, 
and made oiF with liim. 

what iR^ 1^ iQccdion tf -^9 iimiimmc^t/i 

■? . - -» ..• • • 


O ye5,X5enilem«9^ itecf ' he aam^ iitatkr 

to .hinfffelf, he iiifiswnaaed m^ Ae Jwwi been,. 

. "^ " laugh- 
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"toughing, at ^ French B^au, wh^m he had 
juft fcen with a bag and ibUtairc, a ruffled 
thirt^d a pair of. wooden {hoes. I mud 
^ii9iVX imiiedmyielf, bmhc has teen laugli- 
iiig« it «vwi5i«ae. .. J 

., • • • • . . , 

j»ow» .^ royft hftvp gqt jfe^? acw crotchet 
iml^lxcg^, Doji't you ff^ b^yr Ive ap^rifli^s 

^y9^^I|^ meiry fills? 

^ Jlpt et all. Be not, Il)efcedbyQu, und^ 
jhe finalteft apprehenfion. Allow hkp on- 
ly to laviffh at his own jeit, ^d *tU the moft 
"harmlefs i^oflfenfive poor 'mad Soul iri'thj? 
Univerfe. I know yery well, why he flbu- 
rilhes his Cudgelie^ ^d^a moft excellenjp 
joj^e it ky i'faitl^A-. M> gSWg.^S prijit it i^ 

What the- plague I Can he print jheflou- 
rilh of a tuidgelT * 

, O a Mjer- 


i*$ s^i^^ $ srik ET a 


, . , , Mejlcury. 

4Dcen better acquainted with the marinpj ,^©4: 
inimitable humoyr -of iyaur4Pwn ifrifiram 

pretty qiiaint hie^lyiit]^^ 
cies? The wit of his vcrfumes does not ib 
much confift in what is printed, as in the 
ntahner of P*ii*dhg it $ in his Breaks, Da&c^, 
afi^ ^afecrflhfe i;^ in his^ feknk:' i^ niif) 
Chaptew r cmd irinif-<iiic>ti 
oMWg b6Al In Ihort, take thefe away,' aiid' "= 
he is but'm ordinary man, only one" of ^ 
tj^. ' Tills Gud^l4teui^ rid^glJhi^^ 
prih^ (ir ^ crf^&ift M mffy ^mni0'^ 
fied in the Pcrfom of* thci faotoical Corporal 
Trim.- :'^ -" ■■•■..A -"/ <■ ..• "i- -^ .1' <''-i' 

But he Has fotmil out st ncW piece of Wit. 
jmn, and is hold^ the D^|p^c»f his left hahdl 


- -.4 


.} * 




«. . » 
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Ay, and in a .«fty tv^cK could Jiot lie 
6JSft»y aire ^«e^ ^ lehit ivtft WpRM^ 
ijSjSSlctf* ■ ■ • -■ ■■'; '■'■•:■''■'• ■ ••'. " •- '"■"■ 

^Wc<M&yci but there is certainty joix^ 
yowfeelk^hecMleS j^^ ' 

^majb ti»;,^.adj^,hl«^. ,Be<ide$^„A^^ 
Tiw^ j3»Ke:wi^ .pundty ^o pS^ if I wfc a^ 

f^^^^hl Mh *? yeiy Kink andPfttel^ 
(t^^^niqdefty , ani ^^licacy i^' public, but 

Be not afraid, Mr. Mercurjr. The lia^ 
4ki won*t biufl), aoF l^ e£toded at a dau' 
tie entendre wrapt up in decent terms. They 
wdft't blulh, jtnai they pa^ not icei;fi t^ uxi-. 

gct in this iiia&nei^'iflcs a Very intcrcfting 
* queftioa 

f See Trifiram Shandy^ voL ix. 


» .« . : .. 


k < ? ' 


queftion of Corpcrf^ *Trimi; a qucftion 6f 
iile -»ttn6ft -imp^rttece aml-cmc^rtnnj^nti to 
fecr^Mifltfeigi yridfiw.WaditwH in.her anioiil» 
with Uncle Toby. You underftand trie nc^s 
you muft remember imcle Toby's wojiind in 

HoraCd*s advice (if 1 remember right) for 
raifing grief and the tender Paffions, was as 


•Willi f». 


-^Si vh me fiert doltnium efi 

But 1 think a very differciit cotiduft ought 
%o ht ofcfervecj, when we want to excite 
tnlriji ai^ ridicale: A joke is never fo 
well received/ as '^when told "with a gravf 
and ferious couatenance \ .tod I do not apr 
jjrovepfthofejwhojffcfigning to be wkty,are 
jefpetiwljjt griniHng,M3d lai;ighipg, Theri^ 
iQWf Mr. .Mercury, I do i^ thiqk ypy 
j>ught to infift on a very high pric^ f^r.^thi* 
Author J but take what you can get f0|f 
feim. -'*-'•.> 

Sir>, ym t^ yery feofiWy^-jand I iSbould 

jbe gkd .'to be better acquainted with you. I 

fliall 
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ibaU t;ake your advipe, aod^y; pX}ie.iiyJtu» i)^ 
A fancy for this jp[ieriy.O?jtijpaxjion is wcl- 
cwoc'tQ my ftwe^jo^ him -for nQtypg.rr— 


GENTtEMAN. 


*•■*./ 


J > * 


I haye now a fam^lo^ ex}»faj£ ^^^aidhflif 
<rf ii: Yiery (i^al, iperit.. But before I fet him- 
on theTable, Ichufe to feel your pulfes with 
regard to him. He writei the £bmcot$ of 
Criticirm. And how he divides, and dif- 
tinguifhes, and analiics, and feparates, fub- 
^BBsees, Slid intcfjeigfefi,, yoM caMnot imogkie, 
Ittdeed, i c^rm&t vrieJI infown you myfclft 
fer^ tho' { hAYe^fcfie «4te$^]pted to jsc^(\inm^ 
} was ssuercr itMe to jgd^ J^«KHigh tbe tafic 
Hb -fceqjs Jjjy mental powers orl fuch a con* 
tinu^l ftretch ; and weaves fuch a thitt 
webb of reafoning, that the leaft inattcn^ 
tion breaks thro* it. I have often thought 
I had him in This page^but on turning the 
ieif, 1 found I lia^ 1^ hkn. He i^s^ real- 
ly tnade wonderful <fifeoveries, aad if Sacfc 
are the Elements^ gr the Primmer or Horn- 
book^ of Criticifm, what muft the fuper- 

ftn^ure 


ftrufliqtte tod conctefite be ! Ifliall give 
you £ fptdtMtk of hit pmrers. 

♦* Tfhe dfajpht of Bicfafcu fe ah ifland 
^fitfiated (m the N^rth-Eafk fide of LilU- 
^ put, from whouce it is parted oi^y by a 
^channei of eight hundred yards wide.** 

Ko^> Gcntfemciit <io yoii' perceive any 
woEbigttity ill tlua fentencef 

Not we indeed^ 

MsicuRv^ 

' Pooh ! I fee you alte all as dull and* 
ftupid as myfelf* But this Author ha^ 
found dut a very great amb^ity, and 
removesr it by cr^ng out* Better thus^ 

^^'^ frorii whence it is part^ by a 

«« channel 6f tight hundred yards wide! 
« only/* 

Audience. 

We perceive no difference, not we. On- 
ly if any.thing^^the Rt& feems to nih better. 

Ay, but hear him again. 

It 


I 

J 
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,,.v"-^f j^f^cuftonvpf the ]Vfo,bprcet^,s, V 
' th^y'Iee any printea'pt written paper ujpcui 
,Jthe,ground, > rt^lj^ H up» aryj-jay." it Afi^e 
Var^ully, fas RoV^lci^o^yiiagMHlt* U jp^y con- 
^t^m foft^e .piece qj tjieir ^qpraA-'\ ^ . . 
'^Isf6w gentfemei^jf w^ taj^en up here 
and laid aude. • . ^ 




< ♦ ■* N 


Nay, Mr. M^^pry^ vyou are humbug* 
inff us now, as we may fay. 

. v* •'•••'«' ••. ♦' -• .- 
MrRCURY; 

Not I indeed. I am very ferious. And 
ugairr, I ^ you, whether ihis^ honcftf - Ma- 
hometan t^kes tip t3ie-*grouhd 6* the jfeper ? 


;? . ,*: 


«■-'•'■, '■ , • ., ^ ♦ _ . , ■ 
, , Tke. . gapcr^ to ,kO >. fHfpo. Archiinsdea 
.Jbirofelf ,did ftQt fpretend. he could movQ.tbe 

ground or the earth, till he had got afirpa 

footing out of it, _ . ,^ , ^ . . 

'^ MERrOURYfc -1 

-nU .-.v.^ rV: /C?t*I'»*r.r- W^ .;:■■ t^v-Y ..:.) 

^ TMs cflttly Tcoofirmfc mem fnytfbmftcr opi- 
nion. I find we arc all ignprant dolts alike* 

For my part, I nevtr eould conceive a Ma- 

n; R ,; -;» / - hometan 
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hometan could take up the ground, far lels 
miftake it for a piece of his Alcoran. 

But let us hear what this moft excellent 
Author fays. 

" The arrangement here leads me to a 
wrong fenfc, as if the ground were taken 
up) not the paper. Better thus." 

" It is the cuftom of the Mahometans, if 
they fee upon the ground any printed or 
written paper, to take it up, Stc.*^ 

Audience. 

'Tis very true, and a moft wonderful dif- 
covery we confefs. Pray, Mr. Mercury, 
are all this Author's Criticifms equally pro- 
found and ingenious ? 

Mercury. 

Much about one. Befides, he lays about 
him at a terrible rate. Not one has efcaped 
his cenfures. Homer, Virgil, Milton, Mo- 
lierc, Dryden, Pope . 

Audience. 

What ! has he cenfured our own immor- 
tal Shakefpeare too ! 

Mer- 
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Mercury. 

No, Gentlemen, he is very favourable 
to your own immortal Shakefpeare* He 
tells you, that in all his works there is not 
a finale barren fcene. 

Audience. 

We thank him for that, and we are glad 
to hear ir, whether it be true or no. You 
muft underftand our own excellent Ram* 
bier is fomewhat out of our good graces at 
prefent, for having made too free with our 
own immortal Shakefpeare, 

Mercury. 

For heaven's fake, mention that Gentle- 
man no more ; whenever I think on what 
we have loft by him, I am as melancholy 
as an Undertaker, who, having been prb- 
mifed the burying of an Alderman, has 
loft it by his unexpefted recovery, after 

fentence paft on him by the Phylicians. 

But to our Bufinefs. Waiter, bring out 

R 2* Book- 
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Bojoksell^rs. 

; Mr. Mercury, if you take our advice, 
you will not exhibit that Gentleman under 
your Hammer. You will get nothing for 
him : Even we Bookfellers who care not 
if the Devil himfelf wrote for us, are obliged, 
whenever we employ him, to ftipulate that 
he fhall not be known to be the Author of 
thofe works, for which we contraft to pay 
him. 

Mercury, 

What's this you tell me of the Infpec-r 
tor of Great Britain, the moft univerfal 
genius of the Age he lives in •, more uni- 
verfal- ftiU than the ingenious Manufadturer 
pf Florida Peat : The inventor of Balfani 
of Honey, Tindure of Bardana, Decoftion 
of Valerian ; and I know not how many 
other Medicines, all prepared by himfelf; 
which cure- all diftempers^ even death it- 
felf, and which he recommends fo ftrenu- 
oufly to the world, by telling them to " be- 
ware of Counterfeits, a caution for which 
^here is more reafon than good men are a- 

ware 
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ware 6V* What ! do you think the Difco- 
vererofthofe wonderful Infeds that breathe 
f hro' their fundament, will fetch nothing ? 

Booksellers. 

Really, as for thofe InfecSls you talk of, 
we do not hear that any one has ever fecn 
them, excepting himfelf ; and his inventi- 
ons of Balfams, Elixirs, Decoftions, and 
whatnot, come under the article of Quack- 
cry, not of Authorlhip. Perhaps you may 
get fomething for him, if you can Ihuffle him 
in dexteropfly among your anonymous Au- 
thors; or you may dilpofe of him by pri- 
vate contra ft to fome great man, who is 
fond of Cocle^-lhell-learning, and has more 
jftoney than wit, 

Mercury. 

Well, let it be as you fay. I fhall fell 
him to-morrow among the Quack Doc- 

tors. 

Now, Gentlemen, I produce another Phi- 

lofopher, but a quite different fort of man, I 

affure you -, no dealer in Cockle-fhells ; nor 

^iftoverer of fundamental refpiration. It 

is 
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is the reverend Doftor Hales, one who has 
^pcnt a long life in Philofophical and na- 
tural enquiries and experiments-, not to 
latisfy an idle and empty curiofity, nor to 
acquire the vain and fpecious charafter of a 
learned and ingenious Perfon ; but the end 
of all bis labours, and the refult of all his 
enquiries tave been direfted to the benefit 
and advantage of his fellow-^crcaturesr His 
virtues, his afFeftions, for paflions he feems 
to have none, appear to be fomething ^ 
bor\''€ human ; they are every way God-liko. 
Surely, Gentlemen and Ladies, ample a^ 
mends will now be made us for the many 
fcvere difappointmcnts we have met with, 
in Dr. J~n, Mr. B — fF, Dr. St — ^ •, and 
almoft ali the other Authors, whom wq hayc 
hitherto attempted to dilpole of. I wiU 
venture to fay, that he has been the means 
of preventing more difeafcs and faving more 
lives by his ventilators ^lone, than Dodpr 

H and his brethren have occafioned pr 

deftroyed by their Quackeries^ Gentle- 
men, I will neither affront you nor him, 
' hy prefuming to fet a price on him. I 

fliaU 
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Ihall leave that to your own generofity, and 
to you/ due and proper fenfe *of his me- 
rits. 

What ! hare I been talking to die walls, 
or the winds, or to the fcas, deafer than ei- 
ther ! They mind not a word that I fay, 

and are tattling and goffipping to one ano- 
ther. 

Apollo, I find we have been fadly mif- 
taken in the rates we have fet upon our 
Authors •, and that we ought rather to efti- 
mate them by the rule of contraries- 

Apollo. 
It is very true, and 'tis a burning Ihame. 

Dr. Hales, I moft fincerely afk your par^ 
don, for producing you in this difgraceful 
manner, under a hammer and on a com^ 
mon Auftion table ^ efpecially, before fuch 
a fenfelefs triffling Company as we happen at 
prefent to have about us. Go thercforc, my 
worthy, my benevolent good old Man, Go, 
and the beft of rewards attend you,, the cpn- 
fcioufnefs of a life well fpent, the applaufes 
of all good men like yourfelf, and the fa- 
vour of the immortal Gods themfciye&, 
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' I perceive. Mercury, we Ihall make! 
iiothing of our good Authors, of thofe 
who have real and undoubted merit. It 
would be wrong therefore, to expofe them 
to Sale, and to Ihew them, by the frriall,br 
rather, no prices, offered for them, the 
little eftimacion they are held in. by the 
majority of their wife and judicious coun- 
trymen. So, you*ll order your attend- 
ants to difmifs them all, making them an 
apology for the needlefs trouble we have 
put them to. Give my compliments at the 

fame time, particularly, to Dr. L th, 

Mr. H d, Mr. B ke, the two 

Meff. H— s the Hiftorian and Poet, to 

the Author of the Elements too, who 
tho' an Hypcrcritick, and extravagantly 
fubtile, is yet a rrian of fenfe and genius j 
as alfo to the Dodlors Sm — t, Rob — n, 
and C 1 •, tell them that while they con- 
tinue to deferve my protection they (hall 
not fail to enjoy it. Difmifs in the 
fame manner the female hiftorian, who 
writes with fuch a furprifing ftrength 
and Majefty j *tis a pity, Ihe is fo much 

attached 


N 
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Attached to the fyftem of a party*, as hard- 
ly to preferve the appearance of imparti- 
ality ; ds alfo the Authors of the World, the 
Connofleur and Adventurer ; the laft is in- 
deed fomewhat of a Lexif banes % but we 
muft excufe it, confidcring he was the 
immediate SuccefTor of the Rambler, 
whofe manner was then all the vogue. 
You may inform Meffrs. Th---n and 
C^ — n, that I fhould have liked their 
Piautus dnd Terence better, had they been 
tranflated into plain profe, inftead of blank 
verfe, or profe on Stilts, a fort of meafurc 
neither authorifed by the praftice of thfc An- 
cieftts, nor coilfiftent with the genius of the 
Englifh Language* Let Mr. C*----n, know 
at the fame tinie,^that I fhall certainly fell 
him tOdi the firft opportunity, if he fuf- 
fers any more of Mr. G— — 's Epilogues 
to be tackt to the Plays, he may here- 
after write ; unlefs indeed the Little Man 
makes the fame condition with him which 
he did with you ; I mean, that he won't 
aft a Comedy without it. 

• Lucian in his Trcatife on Hiftory, warns his Hif- 
torian fo ftrongly againft the iniiaence of party, that 
one would think it was calculated for the Meridian 
of this Ifland^ 

S And 
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And now, Mdrcury, I ihould be glad- 
fo know, whether you have any Authors' 
in your ColleAion, whofe name or fom^ ' 
particular circuniftance about them, may faU- 
in with any particular whim or fancy of* 
this people : or rather any Authors who' 
ioilead of being praifed and rewarded for 
rfieir worJts, dcfcrve to be hanged fcM*" 
them. I mean fuch Autjtors as inflame 
^e paifions of mankind, and ftimulate them 
to vice, lewdnefs and debauchery ; or in- 
ftnift them in Arts and praftices not only 
pernicious and de<Etru6live to themfelvesy 
but to fbciety in gcineral. If you have 
'a- large and judicious aH^rtment, of fuch^ 
Authors, and if we may judge from the 
temper and difpofition of our Cuftomers,. 
1 am convinced we fliaU make our fortunes^ 
by them. 

M^SRGURV. 

O yes, I h«ve got- a parcel of Authors, mere^ 
tralh, and rubbifli I cqnfefs, but then they 
are marked number Forty Five. I have al- 
fo got Harris the Pimp, who you know 
has done us. botli many a good turn, and 
writes the Man of Pleafure's Kalendarj bis 

coun^ 


F A U T H O H S. 431 

counterpart^nd aflbctate Mr. C— — -^d, who 
writes the Woman of Pleafure j Mr. Hoyfc 
fht Profcflbr of Whifl;, aad Hcbcr the 
JJorfc-geneidogift. 

Apollo. 
Ay ! thefe will do. Bring jthcna out bjr 

^U mean^. 

•Mercury, 

But that worthy aad pious Lafty who you 
3cnow boughTthc celeftial Meditant, has be-* 
ifpoke the Author of the Woman, of Plea^ 
ifure. A ftrange (tho' not uncommon) mix- 
,ture of Peyption .and lewdnefs, you*ll fay. 
JBut it is to be kept a profound fecret, aijd I 
.am to carry them both home to her hoqfe af- 
ter th^ Sale is pyer, under the guidance of a 
XJentlewoman, her Friend and Compani- 
on whom fhe has left here for that pur- 
pofe. She is to give me my own pri^e, an4 
J'U warrant you,- 1 fhall aflc e^iough- 

Apoltlq. 

^ 'Tis very well, but a little ^inludky the? 
.with refpeft to Harris. The want of the 
Woman of Pleafure, I mean the Author, 
will render the Pimp much Icfs neceffary 
to oyr cuftomers, and confequently lefs va- 

S z luabb 
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luable to us. For after the one has raifcd 
and inflamed their paffions, they will be 
obliged to confult the other how to gra^ 
tify and allay them in the belt and fafeft 
manner. What exjcufe fhall we make fhould 
9ur cuftpmers call for C — 4 ? 

Mercury. 

... r 

Leave that to me ; I fhall be able to 
invent fome lie or other to fatisfy them. But 
Jet us proceed to bufiaefs in the meaa 
time. 

Now, Gentlemen, (to the Audience) we 
exhijbit, not one Author fingly, nor a brace 
of them, as heretofore, but a whole group 
or fojj^ of them, and thofe confifting of a 
number, the moft luckv, nay, indeed almoit 
divine. They are likewife markecj witl^ it. 
This is Number Forty Fiye, far mor^ 
excellent than the Four of the Pythagore- 
ans, which was alfoTcn, a perfeft Triangle, 
^d the great Divinity by which they fwore*. 

They 

? Confult Lucian's Sale of Philofophcrs, in the 
jl^rliclc of Pythagoras. 
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They are all Statefmcn and Politicians; 

they can make peace or war, bring in Mi- 

nifters or turn them out, even as they fee 
proper. 

Scotchman. 

Troth Mas Mercury you are an unco 
ill-tongued, ill-natured Chiel ; and I did na 
think you wad hae ufed Your friends, the 
.Scotch fok, in fie a manner. - 

Mercury {aftit to the Scotchman.) 

Wow Saunders, what's the matter wi' ye 
]Laud. 

SCOTCHM AN. 

Ay, you ken fu* weel that Forty Five 
was the year o* the laft Rebellion, and that 
we fend up Forty Five Members. Some 
fok may think you are felling Them. 

Mercury. 

Troth, Maun, I wifli I cou'd ; but fome 

fok fay they, are aw fold already. Befides 

they Ve nae Authors ; for maift part p^ them 

can fay nae mair than Ay or Na. But I 

mean 


\ 
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mean Number Forty Five of theNorCh 
Britain, that aw the Blnglifh Chiels are fae 
mad about. Thefe Authors are not worth 
a Bawbee, but I may get a hantell p* filler 
for th em. So had your toftgue, La\id, an^ 
fay nae mair about it. Til treat yow^ wi' a 
a.beilyfu' of gude IJilland Whiflcy.* 

Gentlei)[ien, you'll excufe lAe^ I had fome 
little bufinefs with myt>iend here. I am' 
perfuaded it would be aJtegether needlefs 
and fuperfluous for pfie to harrangue or ex- 
patiate any further on the prime radical virr 
tues and excellencies of the myftical num- 
ber Forty Five^ a matter wherewith you 
are all much better acquainted than I caa 
pretend to be. I fhall only faj,, I have fo 
great a regard for this Number myfelf, that 
I am refolved to be paid for my Author^ 
in it; but whether in pieces of gold or banlc- 
k>i\\s\ I leave to yourfelves. I confefs, thaf.for 
my own particular, I fhould prefer the latter.. 

Patriots^ 

♦ Whiflcy; a ftrong fpirit ^iftillM from malt, i$ 
•dratik in the Ndrthera parts of Scotland, in the 
4^me manner a& Ferter is ftcre in Lendoiu This 
appears from the account of a late Murder given in 
-the News-papers. 
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Patriots. 

We don't doubt it ; but believe you muft 
intent yourfelf with being paid in gold. 

Well then, let> it be in' Doubloons or" 
double Joes. 

Patriots, 

What ! buy the Englifti Number Forty^ 

five with foreign Coin. 'Twould be » Sole- 

cifin in Politicks, nay a fpecies of high Trea- 

ibn. If you will take payment in Guineas^ 

here they aie. 

WelU fince it muft be fo. But you arr 

f eally unconfcionable ! you have got a mon*^ 
ftrous penn'orth. 

Gentktnen, I am none of your vulgaf 
Hackney . Auftioneers, who are every day^ 
puffing and advertifing in the News-papers.^ 
T hey expofe to falc the prime of their wares^ 
in the beginning, whereas I have referved- 
the very beft of mine, the «ioft delicate tit- 
bits for the laft. I have now only two or 
three Authors to difpofe of, but then they are 

Authors- 
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Authors of jhe moft general and univef- 
fal ufe . The firft of the few rcimin- 
ing wKom I exhibit, is Mr. Harris, the 
Pimp general of Great Britain, Author of the 
Annual Lift of Covent Garden Ladies, or the 
Man of Pleafure's Kalendar ; containing 
an exaft defcription of the moft celebrated 
Ladies of Pleafure, who frequent Covent- 
Garden and other parts of this Metropolis. 

Surely, Gentlemen, if it be any* recom- 
mendation to a work that its Author is tho- 
roughly Matter of the fubjeft he writes on, 
and that he has made it the whole ftudy and 
bufinefs of his life, no Author whatever 
can in this Article vye with Mr. Harris. I 
know from experience the juftnefs of his 
Charafters and the truth and exaftnefs of his 
Defcriptions. He is perfeAly well acquaint- 
ed with the ground he walks on, and I can 
vouch for almoft every tittle in his learn^ 
ed and elaborate performance. Come 
Gentlemen what fh all we put him up at.^ 
I fee you will be all bidders. 

N0BI;E- 
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Nobleman's Steward* 

Mn Mercury, my Lord prefcnts his 

xompliments to you, and would have waited 
oa you in perfon, but he is very ill of a fe- 
vere fit of the Gout His knees and ancles 
are fo fwcllcd that he cannot fet foot to the 
' ground ; however, ,he has defired me to in- 
form yoU;> that he fhould be glad to have the 
refufal of Mr^ Harris, and that you and he 
fhan't differ about the price. 

Bucks and Bloods, in a great Uproar. 
. Nay, nay, no private Contrafts, no under- 
hand dealings ! Mr. Mercury, we infill on 
the Conditions of the Sale, and that our 
Friend Harris be put up to a fair Aufti- 
on. He is an Author of the moft publick 
ufe, and ought to go among the Publick. 

No foreftalling the Market. If this Gentle- 
man out-bid us, well and good, we can*t 
help it. 

Mercury. , 

You fee how.it is Friend, but I (hall 
tjdk to you prefently. Gentlemen, I 

can indeed difpofe of this excellent Au- 

T thor 
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thor by private Contraft, and to great- 
advantage. But being, as you fay, of pub- 
lick and univerfal benefit, I have declin- 
ed: the offer. I think he ought to be 
ihared among you all^ and I fhall take left 
for him from You by five per Cent, than I 
would from £ certain old gouty Lord^ in 
this refolutionj I fliew a truly patriotick 
and' difinterefted Spirit. I aft entirely for 
the good pf the Community. 

« 

Bucks and Bloods. 

We fiiould' be glad, Mri Miercury, you- 
would exhibit at the fame time the Author 
of the Woman of Pleafure ; it would be for 
your own intereft. They certainly ought 
not to be fcparated, and would fell beft to- 
gether.^ 

MmcuRy. 

WRat Tyou young fellows of fize and vi- 

' gour, to want provocatives. The old gouty 

Lord wrapt up in flannels, who can't fet 

a foot to the ground, requires no fuch thing, 

I am perfeftly alhamed of you. If you mull 

. have reftoratives and the like^ confult the 

. moft univerfal genius of this age^the^Cockle- 

IhcU. 
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fiiell Philosopher, the great difcovcrer of 
JFundamental Refpiration. You will find 
^n admirable receipt for that purpofe, in his 
Treatife on the Materia Medica: at leaft,if 
-you take Jiis own wwd for k. 

JBucKS and Bloods* 

Nay, Mr. Mercury, it is not that neither. 
Mr. C — — d has a moft lufcious pen, he pof- 
-jfeflcs infinite Powers^ he defcribes the thing 
•fo feelingly : in fhort, we muft have him and 
will give you any money for him. Surely 
jTuch an Author could not efcape you. 

Me R CURT. 

Ay,' but he has tho' -, and f«rdly, I am the 
-moft unfortunate Aufltioneer in the world. 
•Here are two of my moft valuable Authors, 
hy whom I jfhould have made a fortune, en- 
tirely loft, at leaft for .the ptefent : I mean 

Dr. J n and Mr. CI — -*-d; you all 

know the misfortunes of the one, and I fliall 
-now tell you how I came to lofe the other. 
It was all my own fault, and I have already 
buffered for it* I Jiad got intelligence of this 
excellent and moft inftruftive Author, that 

T 2 he 
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he was at a certain Bawdy-houfcj not many 
hundred yards from hence. I went thither, 
and found him engaged with half a dozen 
Girls; fine jolly, buxom. Wenches. I told 
him my errand and intention, he feemed 
quite refigned and fubmiflive, and invited me 
to drink a glafs of wine, I complied, and 
we pulbed the bottle about. At laft I be- 
gan to grow frolickfom, he watched his op^ 
portunity^ and while I was kiffing arid toy- 
ing with one of tHe Girls, a nwft delicious 
yofing Hufly Ibc is, he (lily Oiped away and 
left the whole reckoning on my (boulders. 
Here, Gentlemen, commenced my compli-^ 
cated Infelicities ' and comic Calamities. I 
^was exadly in the fame predicament with 
.Quifquilius at Chelfea : I was totally de- 
void of pecuniary ftorcs ; but I had not fuch 
an unfeeling Governor of a Garavanferay to 
deal with, and I had fomething better to 
depofite than the fting of a Wafp*. In ftiort, 
I pay'd the Bill with my Perfon; I made 
love to the old Bawd hcrfclf, and did what 
no mortal has powers to do. I was fuccefs- 
ful, the Beldam difmifled me with a thou- 

fand 

* Set LpxiPKAKEs.. page 55. 
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fand bleffings, and told me I fhould be wel- 
come to the run of her houfe at any time ; 
but I would fooner pay twenty fuch reckon- 
ings, than go thro' the fame drudgery over 
again. . 

My dear Gentlemen, do not defpond j 
your favourite Author is not altogether loft; 
my emiflaries are at this moment hunting 
for him all over London -, they will certain- 
ly catch him foon at one of his ufual haunts, 
a Bawdy-houfe or a Bagnio. I look for him 
every hour. 

But do not let us forget our friend Har- 
ris in the niean time : make fure of one at 
leaft. You ihall have him for a thoufand 
pieces : I won't part with him a farthing 
under : he is well worth it. Who defcribes 
the different Powers, Properties and Quali- 
fies, of all his different Ladies, better and 
more emphatically than he ! Befidcs, he 
fpeaks from experience or from, the beft in- 
* formation 5 whereas the other, I fancy, deals 
more in Theory and Speculation. 

t Bucks and Bloods. 

There is certainly fomething more in this 

Affair than we wot of j and we are afraid thB's 

5 fine 
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fine account you have been giving us is all a 
Cock and a Bull ftory . When we enquired for 
our moft curious and delicious -Author, we 
obferved you fmile and wink to Apollo and 
the Waiter. If you won't part with hinj^ 
why don't you tell us fo at once. — ^^Since we 
mull be contented with Harris, we fliall cot- 
left the fum ypu aflc for him among our- 
felves, which we hope will -be fufficient. 

Mejlcu-ry.. 

Undoubtedly, my dear worthy Gentle- 
men ; and as foon as you have done it, pay 
it into Apollo's hands. Sir, [^ the Noble^ 
man's Slezv^rd,] give my compliments to 
your worthy Lord, and tell him, it ](s 
not in my power to oblige him, tho* were 
he to follow my iadvice, I would fooner 
recommend laying the Pigeons to his Feet, 
than a young Girl to his Back. * 

My Lords and Gentlemeh, and all You 
fionourable Jockeys and Gamefters, I exhibit 
now my laft couple of Authors, the learn- 
ed Mr. Heber fo ikilful in the Pedigree of 
JHforfes, and the- profound Mr. , Hoy le pro- 
itflbr of Whift. They are juftly' coppled 

together ; 
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together ; and tho- the fubjefts they write on 
feem to be very different; yet the end df 
their learned labours is the fame, to teach 
their Students how to B'ett their Money and 
attain to perfedion in that mod neceffary 
and excellent fcience of Gaming. I wifli 
Caftor and Pollux were hei*e 5 for I confefs 
I know nothing of Horfes ; therefore, who- 
ever purchafes Mr. Hoyle fhall have Heber 
Tnto the bargain. But I could wifh that 
you Knowing Ones would ftudy him more 
accurately for the future, that you may not 
be taken in again fo grofly, as you lately 
. were, when you backt TurfF, and even laid 

odds on his Head againft Bay Malton. - 

Profeflbr Hoyle fliall now exhibit a Specimen 
cf bis Powers.- He fhall exhibit Cafes, inter- 
mixt with Calculations and Demonftrations. 
' Moft learned and illuflrious Profeflbr, you 
hear what I fay. 

Hoyle. 

" Suppofe A and B partners^, and that A 
has a Quart-major in Clubs, they being 
Trumps, another -Quait-major in Hearts, 
another Quart-major in Diamonds and the 

Ace 
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Ace of Spades : and let us fyppofe the Ad- 
verfaries C and D, to have the following 
Cards, viz. C has four Trumps, eight 
: Hearts, and one -Spade -, D,has five Trumps 
- and eight Diamonds ; C being to lead, plays 
' an Heart, D Trumps it ; D plays a Dia- 
. mond, C Trumps itj and thus purfuing 
the Saw, each Partner trumps a Quart- 
major, of A*s -, and Q being to play at the 
ninth Trick, plays a Spade, which t) trumps •, 
.thus C and D have won the nine firft 
. Tricks, and leave A with his Quart-maj6r 
in Trumps only. 

Mbacury. 

A mofl: Wonderful Cafe, a moft heroical 
.Atchievement indeed ! Alas poor A ! 
But my dear Profeflbr, What is a Saw, 
pray ? 

First Gamester. " 

•"You area very, pretty fellow, Mr. Mer- 
cury, to have taken upon you to rccom- 
;ijie.nd any Perfon to us as an adept in a Sci- 

:sm^ of which you yourfclf are fo igno^ 
rant. Not know what a Saw is ! 

Mer* 
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Mercury. 

Pray take me along with you my dear 
Lord. I do not make- playing at Whift 
my profeflioii, as -your Lordihip does. But 
maintain that I aft very fairly and confiftent- 
ly y when I recommend to you, noble and 
honourable Qafnefters^ the careful and dili- 
gent ftudy of that very abftrufe fcience, 
which you make the bufinefs of your lives j 
and for that purpofe would introduce you 
to the beft and mod approved Mailer in it* 
Certainly, nothing can be fo laudable, as 
for people to endeavour at being pcrfeft in 
their profeflion* 

Second GAmester. 

So you have never ftudied Mr Hoyle's 
Treatife on Whift, Mr* Mercury. 

Meri^urv. 

Not I fdith* I would fooner ftudy Sir 
Ifaac Newton*s Principles, or the Doftrine 
of Infinites : I reckon either a lefs difficult 
acquirement. 1 have not a head-piece for 


it, my Lord. 


U Third 
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Third Gamester. 

I can't iinagmc &oW7t)U Deities pafsyoui" 
time in Olympus^ How can you endurfe 
eternal exigence witiioM Cards and Dice^ 

MERGURy*^ 

* 

Really^. Sir Thomas,; Jupiter will fufFec 
ho fuch things among us. If fie did,, He 
does rtot knowrbtic we m%ht quarrel^ and 
^hen the whole tThi'wrfc would go to vweckr? 
er we mtgh& become asiond p£ thein as ypw 
are;; and negte^ our l^fiMfs, which would; 
be «||ended witb cpiifequemres equally bad!;' 
§&t iaftance,- the £rutt9 di the Earth, would 
be deftipy64' by. jnuadatioiis in diis plae^* 
while j^othQ;r would be parch^ ^P ^^y 
_dro\i^ht and exceiEve heats ^^ here channel 
of the Sea« w0uld be Jeft dry, and there the 
QceaiX' would burft biirft ifi» barriers, an4 Q^ 
verilow. whole iiUu(U and continents^ Even* 
were !,• who amib^t » drudge among the 
ikities, tdbc! admitted a* member of ypur 
honourable Cltd>}' audio %eitd' my nighti 
with ycm at Whiii aiJKt Hmrd>; the whole 
WprW 'would foon^ beonser-run with dejpart-^ 
cd Spirits :^ You youtfelves would tfi^ bo 

able 
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.iible to fhufflcthe Cards, or ratde thcDice- 

Tkmc in quiet, bat you would be continually 

difl:urbed if^th more alanmng Apparition^ 

than the Cock-lane Ghoft. My Lords ' and 

^honourable Gentlemen, I have heard fome 

jpeople fay, that inftead of Horie-racing 

M NetKr-NEarket, »d playii^ Whift at Al- 

hiack'st yoti would be much better, and 

more profitably emi^oyed in Ia3ring fchemes 

for paying J9ff the National Xlebt, reducing 

.the TmxtSy loirering the price of Provifion$» 

knd thereby eafing the labotiring Poor^ from 

-whofe induftry yojfl derive all yow }u»irl^ 

and extravagance^ ,a»d which even enables 

;you to difchargeyourdebtSkOffHonour cori^ 

traftcd at Play. But 1 know nothing of 

thefe mattf r^ jr^fclf ; and I havje h»rd b^^ 

thers.affirni, vfliat.thofc peojife who liy fo, 

are nifty old-faftiioned fools, 6r elfc Jaco- 

bites, and enemies tOtthe^Protcfcint Succef- 

fion ; I believe they are in the right; nay^^ 

,aTO fure on't. 

FiflLST Gamester. 

But have you no diverfions, do you play 
at no Games at all in Olympus ? 

U 2 MfR- 


149 T H E S A L E 

Mercury. • 

■ i 

O yes, befides drinking, finging and 
dancing, we fometimes play at Qucftions 
and Commands, Hat-cockles, Hunt the 
Slipper, Blind-man's BufF, and fuch like in^ 
noeent domeftick amufeilicnts. But for my 
part,^ being a mere drudge as I told you, I 
can feldom join in fuch Parties. Wcre^your 
Lordlhips as well employed, you would 
think. as little of Cards as I do. I am afraid 
you have both more timje and money o|i 
your hands, than you know how tp diiJ- 
pofe of. 

FovKTH Gamester. 

« 

Have you really no other Games than 
thefe among ycm ? You Deities I fee arp 
little better than Children. You muft be 
very dull and infipid Company to ope ^o?- 
th^r at times. 

• * 

Mercury. . ' ' 

Ay, there is a certain old and very com? 
mon Game in ufe among us, which al} the 
World plays at. We have enough of that : 
JBut no Whift, no Piquet, no Hazard.™- 

. FoURTfJ 
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Fourth Gamester. 

; ; I am forry to hear it -, for I had fome 
thoughts of chufing Mr. Hoylc for my 
Partner, and challenging you and Apollo to 
a ferious Rubber. And if you had wanted 
Money to lay down your Stake, I fhould 
jiave lent you both what you pleafcd *. 

Mercury. 

I heartily thank your Lordfhip for the 
kind offer. But alas ! Apollo knows Hill 
fcfs of the matter than I do, However, I 
care not if I accept ypur Lordfliips chair 
lenge on one Condition : But I will not be 
a Borrower 5 I fliall ftake the Profeflbr him- 
felf againft ten thoufand . Pounds of your 
liOrdlhip's Money, the very loweft farthing 
^I value him at. If you win, the Profeflbr is 
yours for nothing ; if I win, he continues 
inine, and I have the ten thoufand be- 
fide. There cannot be a fairer Bctt than 

this, 

f :* Thi» 13 no fi^on, Iiowever extrjivagant it may 
{ecwk; There have been Inftances of Dupes* who 
have lent Money to others, and thofe, it is likely 
as great Shai7>ers as Mercury himfelf^ in order to 
isiable ihem to play againft themfelves. 


igo THE S ALE 

this, for the Profeflbr will furely exert all 
Jiis Powers^ 2!\ his fkill in Calculations, and 
all his artifical Memory, in order to get* rid 
^f me, who rate him ajt no more than what 
I t2Ln get by him, and to be under the pro- 
tcftion of &ch a munificent patron of his 
divine Science as your Lordlhip, and one 
whov by the. great fums of Money you per- 
petually lole, are fuch a generous reward- 
jer and ^ncourager of its hpnourabk Era- 
feflbrs. 

FouRT^ Gamester. 

*Tis done: but what is the Condition yon 
ipokc Q^ Mr Mercury ? 

MercurV* 

Only that when it comes to Apdllo*s turn, 
I may be allowed to ihtiffle and deal ior 

^im. 

Fourth Gamester. 

I have no^ objeflions -, for what odds 
-M^ould that make ? ' *•• ^ 

- • ; ■ _— . • ■ .< 

. MERCURY. 

A very great one ; for every time I deak 
I fliould take care to have all the four Ho- 
nours 


O F A tJ T H O R S. 151 

nours^ and fix odd Tricks in my own hand ; 
ib I fhould win the Rubber and Stake at 
two Deals 

Fourth GAMasTEiu 

What! then ymi would] pack the Cards,> 
Mr Mercury ? • 

Mercury. ' " * 




. To be fare, for I think it but reafonaUe 
I fhpiild fiipply my deficiency in fldll and 
knowledge, eQ^ecisdly when playing agaonft 
the Profeffor of the ^aat, by dexterity and 
flight o( hand,? And |)erhaps thi^ would 
jEiot be the very worft matck'your hordfhip 
ever made- With nie you would only be 
playing, agaiaft fuperior dexterity,v but your 
Loifdihip, if I miftake not, has often played 
%aii^ (h^ and fuperidr fkitt too. 

FO0RTB Gamester:. 

It may be Jo. But do y<m know, that 
were you to be caught at fuch tricks, you 
would be turned out of the honouarble 
Club, aod kickt out of the Company with 
difgrace. 

Mer- 
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Mercury. 

Say you fo my Lord ! There would be 
two words to that Bargain tho'; perhaps yoii 
are ignorant, that befides Orator and Aufti- 
.oneer, . I am, ^Ifo Wreftier and Bruifer, by 
Profeffion; and mtich more expert in eith* 
bf them, than your Lordfhipis in that of 
Gamefter : Churchill, even Broughton him- 
felf would be nothing, in my hands.- 

But this is mere trifling, only talking f<fr 
talking's fake. Bdides, it grows late, and 
the Bookfcliers, Book-makers, and Book- 
lenders v/ho. are our Guefts to * day, feem 
to be very iharp fet. (7*0 the . Bcoi/ellers.) 

My. dear Gentkmen, be not impatient; 
you are to dine with Apollo and fne to-day. 
-We have provided a fmall entertainment at 
the Shakefpeare; to which we beg the fe- 
vour of your Company. You know we have 
mil all the anonymous Authors, who are your 
Market, tx) difpofe of. If you choofe a xihet 
before dinner, you had better go there jufl: 
now. We fhaU be with you immediately, 
as foon as we have got a Chap for thofe two 
great Authors, Heber and Hoyle. 

I Exeunt Bookfellers.'] 
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Now, my Lords and Gentlemen, to be 
ferious, what do you give for the great Pro- 
feflbr of this moft divine and myfterious 
Science, of which you are all fuch affidu- 
ous Students ? 

. • FiR3T Gamester, 

A thoufand Pieces for; him. 

Third Gamester. 
^ Two thoufand for him. 

Mercurt. 

O fy, my Lord, fy Sir Thomas. I 

•wont hear you 5 fboner than let him go for 

that, I will carry him down to Tartams, 

and dHpoie of him among the Gamblers in 

the infernal Regions. You know not his 

value it feems. Befi<les Whift, he teaches 

' Piquet, Quadrille, and Back-gammon ! He 

' pretends to Chefs too, but he is a mere 

blunderer at that ; however, that is no lofs 

'to him with you 5 for being fomewhat a 

rational amufcment, where there is no room 

&r chance or dexterity, but only thought 

X and 
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and judgment required; I am fure you 
let no ftorc by it. Befides; >)^hich is 
wbrfe, you cannot poflibly; ruin yourEtfates 
and families at it -, for' no body plays at 
Chefs for any thing but relaxationt 

Second Ga^kster; 

m 

Well, four thoufand Pounds for him. 

Fourth GAMEsxERf 
I fay five Thoufand, 

, Mercury, 

This is very pfcafant, faith. You kaow, 
xsxj LordSy that we are fomewhat pooF a^ 
prefent, and tak6 advaintage of our Ne^ 
ceffities. In my confoience, I believe 
each of *em well worth a Miliion, a«4 
that were thay in the hands of an Ad- 
miniftration, who knfew to niake a proper 
ufe of them ; the fupply to his Majeity 

might be raifed by their means* Why, 

there is not one of you now, but what hap 
often play'd at Whift at a thoufand Ppun4 
^ Corner, over and above By-betts. And 

is 
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is there one of you who. has not loft a Rub- 
Jber ,at tknes, whiilh on playing over agiin, 
he finds (cho'itoo late) he might have-won, 
bad he ftriftly ohf^rvcd .all the great Maf- 

0anye ^nd the lurff^j and playing Sequences^ 
the See-Saw, the Reverfer and the Tet$ace? 
One Rubber only may: a^iount to fiye thou- 
faiid. Pounds,, which is the odds o£ tea thou- 
fand in your Pockets. And yet you . hav« 
the face, the confcience to bid me only Five. 
OJhamq ! ihame ! 

Fourth Gamester. 

Mr. Mercury, you are not only very ex- 
pert at Calculations, but feem to be an a- 
dept at the Game, nptwithft^nding all your 
pretended ignorance. 

Mer^cury. ^ 

4 I know the technical terms by rote. That's 
sdl, my Lord. — —Come, Mr. Profeflbr, ex- 
hibit one of your cafes to your worthy pu- 
pils, with a Query to it. Fll warrant you> 
That will make them entertain a jufter no- 
ti on of your Merits. 

I HOYLE. 
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H O Y L E, 

Suppofe A and B, Partners ^ainft: C 
and D •, and let us fuppofe B has the two 
laft TrumpSy ahb the Queen, Knave and 
Nine of another Suit ; and let us luppofe A 
has neither the Ace, King, nor Ten of that 
Suit, and A is to lead that Siiitv query ^ 
What Card is B to play to give him the 

fureft pfobabilitj of winning a Trick in that 
Suit? 

Mercury. 

Well, my Lords and Gentlemen, wh^ 

do you fay to this ? What anfwer do you 

make ? 

Gamesters. 

Really, Nfr Mercury, we can't recoUeft 
juft at prefent. But we ftiould be obliged 
to Mr. Profeflbr, if he would infonn us. 

Mercury. 

Ay,.you fee how it is. (uHoyU.)! thou^t 
my Lords, we Ihould have you at laft. But 
he ihan't open his lips, nor explain one Ar- 
ticle, of the Matter till you have bought 
himi and made him all your own. Come, 
who bids more Money ? Five thouland 

Poun4 is only bid for Profeflbr Hoyfc. 

Seconix 
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Second GAMESTERr 
Six Thoufand for him. 

Third Gamester. 
Seven Thoufandr 

Fourth Gamester. 
I fay eight Thoufand. 

Mercury. 
Well done my Lord -, you come near 
the Mark : and I find we Ihall make a Bar- 
gain at laft. TheProfeflbr has got A Critical 
Cafey to win an Odd Trick. No man knows 
from experience the importance of an Odd 
Trick better than your Lordlhip. Shall I 
make him recite it ? 

Fourth Gamester-- 

There is no occafion, I remember the 
the cafe very well, and a moft curious and 
c^lipal one it is. 

Mercury. 

But your Lordfhip muft remember toov 
that the very laft Rubber you played, on 
which you had ten thoufand Pound depend- 
ing, you loft it by the odd Trick y and that 

you 
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you loft that odd Trick :hy happening to 
throw away the Two of Clubs inllead ofthe 
the Three' of Diamonds to your Partner's 
ftrong Suit* 'I was exceedingly vexed when 
I faw yourLordfhip commit that- blunder, 
which I am confident -you would not have 
done, had Hoyle been then yours, . a*id 
you that diligent and attentive Pupil I 
would advife you to be. Come my Lord, 
He: is yours : for the ten thoufand Pounds. 
-Yournwift .be.fehfible, had you'had Wm be- 
>f orcy you mufti iiave .been at prefent^ not only 
Pi'ofefTor.himfdf, .but tenthoofand Pounds 
•more in Poefcct. 

"Fourth Gamester. 

Well, I muft come . to your Terms I 
think. But Mr. Mercuiy, you remember 
the Conditions of Sal6 prppofed by Apollo, 
that when a Nobleman or great Man bc^Jit 
an Author, his word of Honour was 5P>e 
taken. Now I h^^by give you my word of 
Honour, for the payment of ten thoufand 
Pounds, the fum agreed on; for Hoyle and 
JHLeber. 

Mer- 
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Mercurv. 

My dear Lord, I muft beg to be ex- 
cufed. When Apollo mentioned that coa- 
dition; he only meant it for thofe great 
Mien, who patronize and encourage Au- 
thors of learning and Genius, merely for 
the regard they entertain for them, and ther 
difinterefted pleafure they take in their writ- 
ings. But this day's Sale has fhewn what-^ 
fprt of Patrons the Nobility and Gentry 
of this Country are.. You know we were 
obliged to diimifs all our bell: Authors^ 
without even, fetting them up, becaufc wc 
plainly faw we fliould get nothing for them* 
There a e indeed but fcw*Patroas of Letters 
^t any rate ^ but none at all among You 
J^orfe-racers and Gamblers : You have 
much more interefting concerns to mind ^ 
You have no leifure for fuch infignificant 
purfuits. Befides, here is another eflcntial 
diifdfcnce. Your Lordfliip, excufe me, has 
in this affair afted like a mere Bookfcller, 
who buys a Reviewer or a Di^ionary-writer^ 
with a view to make money by the fale of 
hi« Writings. In the fame manner you have pur- 
chafed 
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chaled Hoyle and Hcber profefledly, with 
a view to avail yourfelf of the fklll of the one 
in Horfes, and of the other at Whift; 
fo that you might lay your Betts more judi- 
cioufly, and manage your Cards better for 
the future ; and thus recover your feverc 
lojQes at New Market and Almack's. 

Fourth Gamester* 

So Mr. Mercury, fince you account me 
' as a mere Bookfeller, you cannot refufe 
me the fame indulgence, that is, a twelve- 
month's credit. You give that to Him, 
provided he purchafe a hundred Poud s 
•worth of goods. You know I have bought 
to the amount of ten Thoufand. 

Mercury. 

Alas ! it gives me infinite concern, that 
I cannot even comply r/ith that. Do but con- 
fider, my good Lord, that your Traae is 
vaftly more ticklifh and precarious than a 
BookfelIer*s. Your property is more fluc- 
tuating and uncertain than Eaft India ftock. 

And 
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And notwithftanding, all Mr. Hebe/s (kill 
in Pedigrees, and fo forth ; you may again 
be drawn in to back another Turf againft 
a Bay Malton : Arid with all Mr. Hoyle's 
knowledge of Game, were you to en- 
gage at Play with fuch a fellow as myfelf, 
who can pack the Cards, and cog the Dice 
before your eyes, and you know nothing of 
the matter 5 he would cheat your Lordlhip 
out of your whole Eftate, were yoti to ftake 
Kigh enough, in one riight*s time. There- 
fore my Lord, common prudence requires 
hie to tell you plainly. No Money, no 
Hoyle, no Heber. 

Foi^RTH GAUiESTER. 

Mr. Mercury, I did not imagine you had 

been fo fecure a Dealer. But fin<^ I have 

made the Bargain, I mufl Hand to it, I think. 

Here is a Draught on my Steward for the 

Money* 

Mercury* 

My Lord, I am much obliged to you^ 

and the moment the Money is paid, the 

Chanlpions fhall be delivered. * I heartily 

wilh your Lordfhip all poilible fuccefs in 

your future Matches and Parties. May 

you never lay Six to Four on another Turf : 

Y may 
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may you never play another Two of Cliib? 
for a. Three of Diamonds ; and may you at 
laft become a knowing One indeed ! But af- 
ter all, for there is no abfolute certainty in 
thefe matters ; if your Lordfliip (hould 
prove unfuccefsful, I flxall furnilh you gra- 
txs^ with a Medicine which is as certain and 
cicpeditious as a Bullet, but greatly preferable 
to it in this refpeft, thajt it leaves no marks 

&r traces of its operatians behiixi it ; {6 that 
the world m»fl: ever remain in the d^rk as 
to th^ caufe of your exit. My other dear 
Lords, and honourable Gentlemen, tho* 
you have not been ipy Cuftomers, I make 
you ^1 the fame offer, whenever you 
• £hall have occafion •, and when I drive your 
Ghofts to the River Styx, I Ihall fliew 
you a yery particular refpeft, all that is due 
to your extraordinary Merits. I have the 
honour to be, Yovir moil humble and obe- 
dient,— and fo forth. [Exeunt G^mefters.] 

A P O L L O;- 

I think, Mercury, we have fetched our- 
felves up at laft. We have done very well^. 
every thing confkiered : Yet, 'tis wonder- 
ful, we have made moft by thofe for whorae 

I ex- 
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I expedled leaft, I really did not think 
thefe Authors worth the catching. 

Mercury. 

You expcift ! What do You know of the 
World, and Men, and Manners ? Could you 
think Homer himfelf would fetch fo much 
in this Country, by a hundredth part, as a 
Pimp or a Gamefter ? 

i Apollo. 

But 'tis time to go to Dinner. The 
Bookfellcrs will be impatient. Come, jChaU 
I Ihew the way i 

MfiRClTRV. 

Apollo, you are the moft thoughtlefs in- 
dolent fellow in the World. You are fo ad* 
difted tayour eafe and pleafure ; and mind 
jiothing but your Appetite. Don't you 
confider what a deal of bufinefs we have 
ftiH on our hands ? But I find I mult con- 
tinue the Drudge, and do every thing, or 
nothing will be done. Firft, I muft go to 
my friend the Broker, and bargain with 
him for thofe Goods arid Lumber we got 
for the holy Man. This affair admits of no 
<iclay. Then I muft carry the celeftial 

Y 2 Medi- 
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Meditant, and C — d. Author of the Wo- 
man of Plcafure, to the worthy and pious 
Lady who befpoke them. She comes down 
a brace of Thoufands, that's pofjtive •, (he 
can't do lefs for fo mych Devotion and 
nefs joined together, We got one Tho\ifan4 
for the pimp. But 'twas well I invented that 
lie, otherwife the Bucks would have had 

C d too, and made me difappoint the 

worthy Matron, Laftly, I muft take the 
Profeflbr of Whift, and the Horfe-genealot? 
gift, to that foolifli Bubble of a Lord, and 
get the Money for his Draught. All this 
will take me up two or three Hours at leaft* 
Therefore, do you go to yopr Company, 
and to Dinner. Don't wait for me j I Ihall bp 
with yoii before 'tis tiine to begin bufinefs. 
Should I flay rather too lopg, do every thing 
%o preferve the Boofeiellcrs in good humour j 
drive the Bottle briikly about, but abov^ 
^11 things, keep yourfelf fobcr, and mak? 
Them drunk, if you can. 

find of t}?e Second Sci.'tiz^ 
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SCENE IIL 

Speakers, 

Apollo, Mercury, Booksellers, 
Book-lenders, Stationers, Printers, 
Authors, Waiter, 

Scene opens^ Apollo, Booksellers, £*?f. 
at Table^ with JVine^ ^c, before them. 

Booksellers, 

IT grows late. What a pox keeps Mr. 
Mercury ,? Can't we do Bufinefs with- 

Qut him ? 

Apollo, 

By no means j I am the wrctchedeft Auc- 
tioneer in the World. Befides, the Authors 
ar^uft now at Dinner •, and 'twould be a 
pity to difturb them : Moft of them I 
believe, don't dine very often, at leaft on 
fuch good fare. 

Bookseller. 

Authors at Dinner I Pray what have 
they got .> 

Apollo. 
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Apollo. 

Only the broken viftuak We left, which 
I ordered to be fent them -, and alfo, that 
they Ihould be fupplied with what fmall 
facer they called for. 

Bookseller. 

A pox take them; they will ftufffo, they 
•will be good for nothii^ this week to come'. 
I perceive, Apollb, you know nothing of 
the training and management of Authors. 
This very Dinrter will tower their value 
five in the Hundred. Nothing is fo bad 
for an Author as Repletion and Indigefti- 
on. It obftrufts his Powers, deprefles his 
Invention, and benumbs his Imaginatioru 

A POLL 6. 

Wh^ ftegiitt^fij pfa^y, would you re* 
^Offtmerid for Authors ? * 

BaOKS£LLS&. 

i 

No Author ihould have abcrve «^ Meat^ 
dinner a Week ; a»d that generally on a Sun- 
day at a Sixpenny Osdin^ry, when he taay 
be allowed to take a walk in the Country. 

For 
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•For the other days jie fhouldfeed on Peafe- 
foup in the winter-time ; in thefummeroa 
vCucumbera, or new Cheefe and Radiihes. I 
have hitherto taken care my Authors fliaU 
not exceed that Regimen. And whenever I 
invite them to dine with me, which is but 
feldom- 

Apollo, 

Indeed, I never heard of an Author dy- 
ing of a furfcit at a Bookfeller's Table. Well, 

i fee one is never too old to learn. But don't 

jrou think this diet muft produce flatulencies, 

as bad on the other hand, as repletion ? 

Bookseller. 

By no means : You remember what 
Butler fays of New-light and Prophecy. 
When they take that turn, they burft forth 
into Odes, Eaftern Tales for Magazines, de- 
clamatory Criticifms in the Reviews, and fo 
forth^ 

Apollo. 

Now you mention Magazines. — But you 
are all flinchers. Gentlemen; your glafles 
arc half full ; off with them for Ihame, and 
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I will name you a Toaft, which I am fwe 
you will all pledge in a Bumper. 

Another Bookseller, 

Flincher yourfelf 'Squire Apollo ! I have 

obferved you balk your glafs frequently, 

and wink to the Drawer for a mixture df 

water. 

Apollo. 

Indeed my good Friends, you muft ex- 

cufe me. I have had a plaguy Rheumatifhi 

flying about me for fome days paft. Should 

I exceed in the Bottle, I am afraid it would 

fix on a noble Part, 

Bookseller. 

Ha ha ha ! I believe it has fixt on ^ 
very noble part already. You have got the 
fafliionable diftemper, a touch of the Times, 
*Squire Apollo ; that's all. 

Apollo- 

I wirti. Sir; I could fafely contradift y^u. 
Yet I hope not. I have been tolerably xau- 
tious. But there is no abftaining altogether. 
Such ch^irming Bona Robas •, fuch delicious 
Flelh and Blood, as there is in this Country ! 

I>elightful England, Land o( lovely Dames ! 

mv 
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faiy countryman old Homer would fay.-^ 
l3ut Gentlemen^ we forget our toafl, which 
is fiiccefs to Book-making in general, and 
to all News-papers, Journals, Magazines^ 
Mufeums, Mifcellanies, Reviews, Records, 
Regifters, Hiftories, Voyages, Travels, and 
Tranflations, in particular. I drink a bum- 
per to the general toaft, and each of you 
muft drink a bumper to every ohe of the 
reft. I infift uporft* What don't you all 
ihare in the profits oiie way 6t other ? I 
would ()ledge you hiyfelf^ but I atn really 
not well, I won't difguife it among my" 
friends, I know you will keep it a fccret 5 
tho' I don't care, I have no wife, thtok my 
ftars. — Come, drink, drink. No evafions^ 
Mercury will be here by and by, and do 
you all juftice* (Mere Apollo drinks a 

bumper^ and the Bockfellers^ &r. cne each 

$0 tvety article above-meniicnedi 

A BoOkSELtER, Book-lender, pKitiTEki 
and Bookbinder, ivbo appear afterwards 
in the Epilogue. 
So, Squire Apollo you an't married yoii 

fay. You are a happy being ? 

Z APOLLQy 
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Apollo. 

Gentlemen, I have obferved of you in 
particular, that you doil't feem to xelilh 
your wine. If it is not good I, fhall break 
that Rafcal the Waiter's Bones. 

Nqy, it i^ r^t that i JQW Wine i? indeed 
fo|)er-^xc^Uent. But o\irWiyes~Not think- 
ing w« ftipvld h^v^ th^ hP WVr to dine witl^ 
jour Godlhip %Q day, w^ ni^de our ^^ives 
expert us hpn(i? to dinner, and Ihould they 
WW fupper for us too, we |tnow we mull 
fuffer ^verely for it when w^ come withia 
the. Gourtaiii. 

Apollo»> 

What afraid pf ^ Cwtaia Le^ure Gen-? 
4«wcn, A wigr wh^lefome difcipfinc tho'i 
nfm wd^ tlien.. 'B^^pdou'% he iiaeMy^ I fhall 
difpatch a .Poctee to tell your Ladies that 
you ar^ here upon byfmefs,, and that they 
n^ed 1^ to ejcpeft you* 

Bookseller, &c. 
That won't do neither, did they know 
we were here, pox take them, they would be 

after 
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after us in a huriy, and hawl us Jiome by 
the neck. Let them fifid us out- Come 
give us t'other Bumper — Nciw let rfieni 
come"; we fhould fend them home with a' 
jlea in their car. 

. APOLLa 

Well though on Genifen:i^> Wine helps 
to render folks valiant in more rencounters 
than one, B^t what a plague keeps this 
Mercury? I fear the Rogue has jgot along 
with fome of his Miftreflfes. 

B00K&£LL£IU 

Pray Apollo, belides wenching^ is not Mr, 
Mereufy a little addifted to fibbing too ? 
I fulpefted his adventure with the old Bawd 
to be fomcwhat apocryphal ; and I am cer- 
tain he has never written a Comedy as he 
told vs^ - 

Apollo. 

What makes you thkik fe, Mr.— — ?? 

BooRs-iLiBtu 

Why if fee had, he would not have ufe4 
our Managers in the mfanner he did. They 
will never aft a. play for him as long as they 
Kvc; Mn G-^^-- in particular will never 

;? 2 /orgivf 


.1 
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forgive him. He was really too clo|c an4 
fevcre upon the dear little Man^ as he called 
him. I confefs I am no n^ighty admirer 
of his Prologues and Epilogues : But Mr; 
G— — is a great man for all that, a rery 
great man indeed. 

i. - 

pother BoofcsELLBR. 

That is no affair of ours. Brother. Lc^ 

us mind our own Bufuiefs. If Mr. Mercu- 

* .... . • • ■ .••■.' 

ry has written a Comedy, I fliall print and 
publilh it for him, without afking leave of 
the Managers. But as it has not been aA- 
ed, he cannot expeft any Copy-money for 
it. If I fell five hundred, I fhall make him 

• • ) . . * « 

a prefent of a Beaver-hat, or fo, to nuke hini 
rcmembcrme. - 

Apollo. 

Really Gentlemen, I know nothing of the 
Matter. Mercury has not consulted me a- 
bout it, and I never heard of his Comedy 
before to-day. But if he has fuch a thing, 
I am perfiKuled, he will print and publiQi it 
himfelf ; for he hmted to me feme timq 
a^as if he intended to turn Booldeller. 
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Printers, Stationers, andBooK-BUfDZKs. 

We are glad to hear that. He will cut 
out frefli work for us. 

BoOKSELLERSjBoOK-LENDERS. [/»y&r/rrZ^.} 

How Mercury turi) Bookfeller ! He is~- 
he is not in earneft we hope : What the 
Devil makes him difpofe of his Authors 
then I 

Apollq. 

I afk you pardon. Gentlemen ; but you 
lie under a fmall Miftake. The Authors 
^are not Mercury's but mine. He only fells 
them^ for me, and I allo# him the ufual 
Goaamiflion on what they fetch. 

Booksellers and Book-ljenders. 

What fort of Authors are they ? They 
muft be good for little, otherwifc |i€ wpuld 
buy them himfelf. 

Apollo. 

A4as ! Gentlemen he has got no M<»icy, 

and I know him too weH to give him Credit. 

Should he aftually turn Bookfeller, do yon 

all Gentlemen, take care how you deal 

with 
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with hittiy particularly you Printers and 
Stationers : For I fancy he will be a great 
Book-maker. But this I tell you as Friends^ 
under the Rofe. As to what you afk a- 
bout the Authors, I really can fay nothing;. 
1 know none of them, never had any deal- 
ings or connexion with them, nor faw on^ 
of them till to-day, when they pafled in rc^- 
view before me. But Mercury, who muft 
know them intimately, having caught them, 
and who has no intpreft to deceive me ii| 
this article, tells me they are all excellent 
in their feveral kinds^ and diflinft walks of 
learning and genius. 

A Bookseller, Publijher of HugbClarcndofCs 

Hijtory. 

Truly, as to what Mr. Mercury fays, I 
would not v^ue it a proctf Ihcet, or the co- 
ver pf a weekly number. I f^w enough ^ 
him to-day. He cried Up all his Authot$ 
alike, and aftfer puffing them oflF raoft ex- 
travagantly, was glad to take half a guinea, 
or a quarter, for the beft of *em. 

Apollo. 

That was only when he afted for me as 
Au<!tionccn But pray Sir, when faw you 

the 
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the Hcmourable Hugh Clarendon^ or the 
Honoumble Edward Seymour ? I hope their 

Honours are well. 

■♦ 

BOOKSSLLSR. ^ 

They were very well, I thank you, tht 
laft time I faw them. 

Apollo. 

I believe fo, indeed* But pray what have 
you done to Mercury ? He is in a devilifh 
paflion againft you, let me tell you that« 
About a fortnight ago, during the bittereft 
weather, he took a jaunt out to Richmond 
and Windfor, on very particular bufinefs^ 
^ he faid. He came back late at nighty 
froft-bitten, almoft ftarved to death, and 
curfing and bearing like a trooper : I have 
Vnown him thefe three thousand years, and 
I never heard him fo profaine before. His 
anger, as I could find, was direded ^ainft 
you, but he would not, for all my entreaties, 
tell me the reafbn, left, he faid, I fliould 
laugh at him. Then he would damn him* 
felf all of a heap, for a fool and a nincom- 
poop, and You for a rogue and a rafcal, 
threatning what he would do to you. But 

here 
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here he comes-— —Now friend, I would 
advHc you, if you are cohfcious of having 
playcdttm-any trick, to tnake the beft of 
your way quietly, before he fees you. O 
heavens ^ how he would ufe you, were he 
to hear what you juft now faid of hhh« He 
is devililh paflionate when provoked, and a 
deiperate bruifer into the bargain. Brough* 
ton is a mere chicken to him. 

MERcuky. 
Gentlemen att, your moft ob^ieht. iToil 
mull excufe me. Bufinefs of the utmoft 

importance kept me. — YbM Waiter, i ttimt^ 
bicr, a decanter of water, quickly.--— 
Aha, my dear friend, (fo the Pubtijhir of 
Hugh Clarendon^ s Hiftor/j who is fneaking to 
the Door) have I caught you at laft ? Pray 
be feated again, my good Sir : You and I 
have fome accounts of a very particular na- 
ture to fettle before we part, but I fhall not 
interrupt the good humour'of the company 
' at prefent. You Waiter, take care this 
gentleman does not make his efcape; if he 
does, you fhall anfwer for him with your 
bones. Remember that, Sirrah. 

AfOLLa* 
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Apollo. 

Mercury, we were beginning to think we 
had loft you. 

Mercury. 

Faith, I was beginning to think fo my- 
iclf. I had like to have been ravifhed lincc 
. 1 faw you. I have had the Devil and all 
to do to get my money from that Lord's 
Steward, and myfelf from that Lady of 
Quality. The Steward is as great a rogue 
as his Mafter is a fool. I am well affured 
he frequently lends my Lord his own mo- 
ney, and makes him pay intereft and ad- 
vance for it too. The rafcal had the irii- 
pudcnce to demand twenty five per Cent, 
jdifcount on his Lordfhip*s draught, for 
prompt paymenty fwearing that he had no 
money of my Lord's in his hands, and that 
he advanced it out of his own pocket. I 
knew this to be a confounded lie, but I 
was obliged to compound with the villain 
for five. Then I went to the Lady of Qua- 
lity, and 'tis a moft generous old foul ; fhe 
;paid me my demand fo readily, and with fuch 
goodwill, that I was forry immediately af- 
terwards I had not alked her double the fum. 

A a ShQ 
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She was fo kind and loving too, that, had! 
not the Cekjtial Meditant been there, I know 
not what might have happened. After 
fwearing by the river Styx to vifit her to- 
morrow, I left her at her devotions with 
Mr. H— -y, and when (he has done with, 
him, fhe hears a le<5ture on the other fcience^ 

from Mr. C d. Were flie fomewhat 

younger, and did not her breath fmell quite 
fo ftrong of Ratifia, I Ihould make a good* 
adventure of this, at leaft I fhould be bet- 
ter difpofed to it. — But I am plaguy thirfty. 
You drawer, another cup of water. 

» 

Bookseller. 

Thirfty indeed Mr. Mercury, but only^ 
for water. Here have we, out of complai-^ 
fance to Apollo, been drinking bumpers up- 
on bumpers, till we begin to fee double faith, 
and all in the hopes that when you came you 
would do us juftice •, and you do us juftice 
in water. We excufed Apollo, becaufe he 
is not well j he has been dabbling in Covent- 
garden, you underftand me, among unfound 
wares. But you have no fuch plea, and 
we infift: on your doing us Juftice, Glafs fof 

Glafs ; 


OFAUTHORS. 179 

Glafs ; there was one forMagazbes, ano- 
ther for Mufeums, another for Reviews,, 
another for 

Apollo, to the Bookfeller. 

The Devil's in you, I think. You are 
a fine fellow to be trufted with a fecret. 
Here you have blown me to Mercury, the 
verieft blab aniong the Deities, who will 
blaze my misfortune all over Olympus, fo 
that Venus and the Graces, nay the Mufes, 
won't let me come nearthem henceforth. 

Mercury. 

A pleafant jeft this, i'faith. Gentlemen 
I infift on your doing me juftice in the firft: 
^lace. You muft go to my friend the old 
Lady of Quality, and drink as many glafles 
of Ratifia with her as I did, and pledge her 
through an infinite feries of Cordials, as I 
was obliged to do. 'Tis that makes me fo 
thirfty. Do this, and then talk to me of 
your wifhy wafhy Claret. Juftice quoth'a ! 

Apoj-lo. 

For heaven's fake, my friends, have done 
wijth jour difputes about drinking, and pro- 

A a 2 • ceed 
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ceed to bufinefs. Befidcs, here are fome 
of our bcft friends who are very: anxious to 
return to their Wives, and their Wives are 
equally uneafy about their abfence. Per- 
haps mi'fcarriages may be the confequencp. 

3ooK-LENDER^ drunk. 
What, twi-twit us about oyr W^ves, ^r 
polio J De-de-damn our Wives. 

BooKSELi^ER, (irunL 
Ay, fb fay I. Here, I'll give a toaft, 
which you Ihall pledge Mr. Mercury, 
Here's confufion to all Wives, ay and to all , 
Hufbands too. 

P^-INTER^ BopKBINTDE^, drUJlL 

A bumper toaft, a bumper loaft. You 
Ihall all take it off in a brimmer. 

Mercury. Afide to Apollo. 
Come, you have managed them tolerably 
well. I perceive they are all about half 
fcas over, juft a proper cue for* biddi;ig^ 
But we muft not let them drink any deeper, 
left they be difabled to execute their notes 
of hand and fign their names. — To order 
pen'tlemen, to order, and let us proceed to 
|3ufinefs. 

Book? 
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Bookseller. • 

Damn order, and damn bufinefs. Herc^ 
another general toaft my lads. Here's x:on- 
fjifion to orden and bufinefs, and fuccefs to 
whoredom and adultery. Apollo Ihall drink 
this, Ifayhefhall. Though he be p-xt, 
what's that to us. If he can't drink, he 
fhould not come and fpoil good company. 
Here's no refpeft of perfons, Gods or Devils. 
I'm a free-born Englifhman, and loyes to 
Ipeak my mind. Mercury, give me your 
fill, you're an honeft Buck, and no flincher. 
I wifh we had fome of your old Lady's cor- 
dials here, or, as they fay you are an ex- 
cellent pimp, could you not get us fome 
wenches f 

B00K-LEND]eR, PRINTER, BoOK-BINDER. 

Another bumper toaft. Here's ^onfufion 
%o whoredom, and fuccefs to adultery. 

Apollo, q/ide to Mercury. 

O Lud, O Lud. I have gone to far 
with fome of them. But 'tis only thefe 
poor *cuckoldly married devils that are fo 
yiotous and unruly. You'll make them fo- 

ber 
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ber enough if yow threaten them with their 

Wives« 

Mercury. 

O fy, men of your years, rank, and fub*-^ 
ftance, creditable houfe-keepers who have 
ferved all the parifli offices, to behave at 
fuch a tearing rantipole rate. If you won't 
be quiet, and attend to bufinefs like good 
boys, I ftiall inftantly fend for your Wives, 
tod let them fee what blades you are when 
from under their proteftion. Perhaps they 
will bring you to order, tho* I cannot. 

« 

Bookseller, Book-lender, (^c. 
'. O dcs^r Mn Mercury, do not fend for 
our Wives, and we will be very good in- 
deed We fhall not open our moyths, but 
when bidding for your commodities. 

Mercury. 

Now I like you again. As loon as bufi- 
nefs is' done you may be as wicked as you 
pleafe. Bid luftily, and get the fale quickly 
over, and you ftiall all have wenches a-picce. 
You ftiall faith \ you ftiall pick and chufe 
the very prime of Harris's lift, and I will 
procure fhcm fpr you myielf. 

Now 
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Now for bufmefs ; Waiter, bring out a 
fet of Authors; the News-mongers in the 

firft place. Here my good friends, are 

the moft neceffary aild ufeful Authors in 
the world. Atithors who inform all the 
World what all the world is doing. But do 
you fee how fpruce^ decent, and genteel 
they are. Such Authors are fit to be feen 
on change, in any cofFee-houfe or drinking- 
room in London. They are even entituled 
to drink a pot of Porter with a nobleman's 
footman, or Tea with a lady's woman, by 
which they may learn many material arti- 
cles of intelligence ; as for inftance, when 
my Lord cut his corns, or my Lady took 
a glyfter, how many coaches they had at 
their laft route, what money was loft or 
won> and fo forth. Then for bloody mur- 
ders, affaffinations, highway robberies, I 
defy the world to match them.^ In deaths 
and marriages they are inimitable. They 
bury Squire fuch-a-one to-day, and on the 
ne^t fend him down to his country feat with 
a grand retinue : they marry a grand cou- 
ple this week^ and the week after declare 
the marriage premature. But in the for- 
tunes 
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tunes they beftowon the young miarried* 
ladies, they are moft liberal and munificent^ 
.Eight, ten,, twenty thoufand, to one who 
never faw a Bank Bill. They ranfack Joe: 
Miller for thread- bare Jefts, and work them 
up a- new, moft delegable reading in ale- 
houfes. Then for Ch-th-m,- the'^Eaft India 
Company, and the price of provifions, th€y\ 
will write both pro or con^ on either, fide of"' 
the queftion, undeir names raoft' claflically. 
Gdmpounded' from the Greek or Latin. - It 
would be impoflible, gentlemen, to enume-' 
rate all their great qualities. I ha.ve eight 
or ©iw S^ts, you ihall have them at fo much 
a Scty or. by. the lump, as wp can agree. 

Now for my Magazine-mongers. Herei 
are rather more parcels of them,, confifting 
of Poets, 'feflSiyifts, Novellifts, Hiftoriaris,^. 
Dmnes, m Ihort,' Profefibrs jn all branches 
of Science, even Orators,; who make fpeefches 
In Parliament, and yet were nev^r there. 
They fliall go in the fam'e manner, fo much 
a parcel, or all by the lump. ' , . ' 

Bookseller. " . -' 

Pray Mr. Mercury, have you got any 
Atbeifts among your Magazine-mongers? 

* Mer-" 
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* • ^ - - • ^ 

Atheifts! Mr. you furprize me. 

Surely you wowid not print an Athciftical 

Bookseller; 

Quite the reverie; I want a GhiifHan 
Magazine, for this Chriftian Country* 

Mercury. 

And you .would, employ At|ieift$ ;t9 COip- 
pQ^e.or CQ^eft it? 

£a0KS£L,]:^£R. 

Jfuft lb. The vicry bcft hands in the 
world. Indeed the only £t ones ^r it. 

Mejicury. 

So, by the fame rule, if you wanted an 
Atheiftical Magazine, you would employ 

Chriftians? 

Bookseller. 

Undoubtedly, and thofe the very rank^ 
eft. Methodiib, the moft enthufiaftigk 

difeiples of G Wh— ^—-d. 

Mercury. 
But why fo pray ? I always thought it 
a recommendation to a work, that its Au- 

Bb thor 
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quick return of Money is the principal thing- 
in trade. 

Mercury. 

But flill why Atheifts ? befides, I believi^ 
there is a Chriftian Magazine already; tho* 1 
don*t Xee the proprietor of it among my good 
Cuftomer^, 

B6ok:$£i.wr; 

'Tis very tnie, Mr. Mei:!cuiry. But then 
that Magazine, I am told, is written by real 
Chriftians, and aSf I mt(^(i^ to fet up a new 
Chriftian Magazine,. in opppfitipn to theold' 
one, I am perfuaded, could I procure down^ 
right Atheifts for my Compilers or Au- 
thors, I fhould foon knock it up, tho* it 
has fubfifted many year^ I am lure I ftipiild 
be able to underfell the prefent proprietors, 
for my Atheifts would, as I have fhewn you, > 
write much cheaper on that fubjeft; than 
any Chriftians /could, undertake, or everi 
afford to do, 

M^.Rc;uRy. 

I believe it Sk; and I am very, ibny that 

Fcan*t fupply you with a. fet of Athdifts. 

It is impoffibk that I, an Imnwitai God, 

can 


O F A U T H OR S. ^89 

ran be acquainted with fuch people Bu| 

J believe there may be, among fo many 

Magazine-mongers as I have got, a great 

many indifferent about all Gods, and all 

Jiellgions, You are welcome to pick ami 

ichufe. 

Bookseller, 

Well, fince I can ^et no better, I muft 
be fatisfied •, though I fhould ccrtamly pre^ 
fer downright Atheifts above all others, 
for authon of my Chriflian Magazine. 

Mercury, 

Gome Gentlemen, don't Ut me ftan4 
higgling and chafiering with you, 93 I wa$ 
obliged to do with thofe foolifh chaps be- 
fore dinner, who know nothing of Authors, 
books, or bufinefs. Let us fix a price on 
every feparate parcel at once, and do you 
lay down the money, or give your notes, 

for it. 

Apollo, 

Some of <»ir beft and moft fubftantial cuf- 
comers are I fee fomewhat caft down. Mer- 
cury you muft encourage them. They are 
air^ of being taken to taik by their wives^ 

for 
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A . ^ - * 

for not going home to dinner as was e:;* 

pefted 

Mercvry. 

What Gentlemen are your Wives difobe- 
dient and unruly i I Ihall manage them for 
you. 1 IhalL take every foul of them isfith 
me to the ny<er %ipLio night. They fhall 
trouble you no more. 

» J * • '. 

. :■ No ii&Mr; Ma^cury^ we do not want to 

get rid of our Wives altogether. They are 

good Wainen enough in the miun. Only ^ 

litde tooianedDus and ta^^l about tls, diiit^^ 

all. But as you have a^magick Wand with 

which you can make people fleep when you 

pleafe, we wilh you would lay them ,in a 

profound repofe before we go home to Jii^ht, 

otherwiie we ihall have a terrible curtain 

leAure indeed. 

Mercury. 

Say no ipore, it Ihall be done. Be of 
good cheer therefore and bid like men of 
ipirit Gentlemen I value my Authors at a 
hundred Guineas a fet. I won't take a far- 
thing lefs, but as much more as you pleafe. 

Book- 
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Booksellers. 

O Mr. Mercury tlia^s a great deal too 
muchr Do but coniider. 

Mercury. 

Don't tell me to confider. I cpnfider that 
you can^t do without them, and that without 
them your profitable manufaftories muft ab- 
^tutely b^ ftopt ApoHo ttaSl draw out 
^e nptes j md i you don't knmcdiaDely fign» 
expe& the fame treatment that die Roman 
]^ing met with from the^old SybtL I AaXk 
^ify3i& one third of^'em^ aad^deniaiid die 
ikme price for the ranainder. 

BOOICSELLERS* 

: ^\ ■■■ ■-'.' ■ . ' ■•; '. • '-."••• •• . - •- ^ 

, ^^eU> (lace iiii3iuft, ^ , :^ 

Merci/rt; ' 

Aye Gendemcn, fign away. Confider 
they are now abfolutely ybur own ; and that 
ydiu may traul, mahage, and diet them as 
you plcafe. 

r 1^ : " BobKSELLER. '-' 

;Mr. Mercuiy, I fee but one fct left for 
me, and I want to hive two Ms^gazines. 
: .' i • MiR« 


152 T H E S A L El 

Mercury. 

- Bdob, a SpokiiefHor tQ iinakie a dillicliity 
about fuch a trivial ^tffiur ! Can't you pa?uit 
two titles to the fame m^azine. Nobody 
will find it out, and if they fhould — — 

3ooKS^i,WJ^- 
Twty, .Mi;. M^CMUji H ^ceLve you .^rp 
^nat ^ ill quaiifije^ to ffce a JRopkfelier, .^ J 
^ thought jpu were jdudrjg ^qvjr xonvei;^tipp 
^ith ^my bf^Aer h^je, who jbe^fcp t^^ 
agLeh^fts, 

Ay, you aad)dU yojur Bf«tJ^fcntn^y. per- 
haps be foon better fatisficd as to that 

Now Gentlemen, I exhibit my Reyiewera^ 
and Recorders, two or three 4fets oi^ theni 
only, the Kings, the JRriaoes, the Didbitorsy 
.the- Legiflatprs of the common- wealth of 
i.?tters. Xhey fhiil exfiihit a fpecimcn 
.pf tjheir powers in the exercife of their fevc- 
ral offices of Condemning and Approving-, 

and doing both and. neither. Come Mr; 

Criticjc condemn us a, Work inftantly, and 
to the purppfr, and be, fure always tofepe- 
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fate the han of mediocrity from the fuperfive 
four of CompoJiiionJ^ 

A catch-penny thing ! We Reviewers 
whb are obliged to wade thro' fuch paltiV 
execrable Stuff! — - "Fis wcU' the Paper is 
(6 fbft and pliable* — r-r 

MoiL admirably witty indeed. Be£des h« 
ip&jcms people where they may find wa^ 
paper for C£^rtain occafions* £ro<md; am 
good friend, 

Siaoe wc ^uodprtqo^ the office of Re- 
Viewers, we have h^d frequent experience, 
that it is far niore dangerous to ti^e A^S' 
than, to drub them* Fot behold I ii^ft^sd o{' 
feeing the animals lick our hands^ they iet. 
up a braying; kick out and throw dirt in our 
faces^ only for (trokinginilead of threfhing 
thcm;^ 

Mercuhy. 

A moft humourous ftrifture indeed*, and 

* A favourite phrafe in Afi Rcyiew.s» 

\ l^he above, together^ with. 2^ gr^tdealinorcfhitf 
ta ,t)fe iapie ^vagob, about their Av[thQ«:ity and 

C c their 
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quite in the ftile and manner of Monf. 
Bayle and le Clerc, the firft projeftors of 
Reviews^ Now to commend a Work. 

Reviewer. 

U^e have carefully pcrufed this tranflation» . 
and IVe have difigently compared it with the 
original, and IVe find it in many places fupe- 
rior in point of perfpicuity. IFe pronounce 
this performance to be the beft: of the kind 
We have yet fepn, and fVe ftrenuoufly recom- 
mend k to aJl engaged in this walk^ of Li^ 
terature. 

V, MEKcunr: 

Obferve Gentlemen, the roya! empRatid^ 
We^ without We^ we Ihould- be. nothings 
l^ow let us review inanother manner, which 
i^ neither this nor that, but both oteiUicr*. 
We will review LexipHanes.. ' 

Reviewer^ f^^/^ il^ ifcftiv«ry.) 

How fliall we review that? Shall tt;^ com-- 

xnend or condemn if. - 

their Court of Criticiftn, is called in the Index to 
©nc of the Reviews, bummrous SiriSures on the TemfU 
rfQntdus^ a^tem^ from which theft is not ib mdch as 
one line to jnftify the fttange Gciifittcs paft'tipon it. 

Meil- 


>> 
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Mercury. 

A Reviewer who would either do jufticc 

to the public, or to a performance he has - 

under confidefation, ought to give a Ihort 

-and judicious abridgement and analylis of 

it, fetting forth in as few words as poflible, 

the plan and intention of the Author, and at 

^he fame time fele<5l fuch fpecimens as may 

h6& illuftrate his Stile and Compofition. 

3efides, this Work being profeffedly an 

.imitation of OLucian, it ought to be carefully 

xompiared with the Original, obferving how 

far he has deviate^ from it, or improved upon 

it. But this. would give you too much trou- 

We, and -I aoiibt likewile your capacity for do- 

iilg it. Sarwotild Qnly have you to tranfcribQ 

li<f*lJjfffiStri(Si5f,''^na mark down any paflages 

Hit ddme fine ili your teay for fpecimens. 

Then as to concfemning or commending it. 

To be fure, you would chufe to condemn it.* 


'^^ <•• 
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• I had, in the poftcript to Lexiphacne^, when treat- 
ing of the caufes of the late and prefent decline of 
taile aniong us> condemned perhaps too rafhly and 
indifcriniinately all periodical publications, and a* 
tndng the reil Magazines and Reviews. It is for 
tJiis reafoB chiefly, that Mercury fays in the text* 

'' ; • -^ C ca To 
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But, tho* not mfich fought after, not being 
tttkulated for the tfto'b tif Readers, yet I 
texowit 4s highly upproved t>y fome few, anifl 

T» hcfign-ym \anuLd chy/e-H tmdehtn h. As Tor MagOr 
seines^ it is evident that in.tlic original method of cac« 
Vying tliAn on, fo far from htiw^ prejudidd they were 
ijtnJietoiftrarjr'hTj^hly ufeful, preferving as their name 
iiBVpties, «nd c&IIe^ing inito od« body, ^eiides otb^ 
yahtali^^kiqg^ little fugitive, pieces of wit ftnd!ha)- 
moux £rA^rinted in News^papers and cfther^enfliiag 
publi'cations. Rut When tliro' the arts and avarice of 
^odktellers they wer« inultipTieH to an enormous 
tmo^er» vblefsilian a dozen coming oat at onetimib 
hiithijB town abne* '9ivd at the Ssaix^ time pretended 10 
entertain .tLe world with originaljprodudiions^it 1^ i^qt 
wonder thnt they d^gehepated, and became, if I may 
vTe the expreflion, ///^rViry nui/ances. Yet it maUb^ 
fc^iifcffed thattfce two firft of tfie'kind, I mean the 
ilemhmaH^s and the JL^wii'Spjtr^ are MA valaable^ having 
^evi^fed leail from the plan op which they firft fet 
OMt. And ^s for Reviews, or Literary Journals, nfi^ 
2ou]>t meo of great erninence both at home and 
abrc^ biive 'bpen concemetl in fuch pndertdk? 
ings. This is fufficient to defend them from an un«> 
ififii^rig4i]ihe4^^D^or^» and wl) at evinces their utility, 
it le»ft ilie general opinion 'oftWan'kind that thiey are 
tbfefifl, is their ftlll continuing to fnbfift in fpite of the 
fiuvetffy bungling manner in wMch they feemto b^ 
execute?! ai -prefent. Mcrcnry, ^in.the fpeech to whicfh 
tfi?8*nctetc!atc^, iirftfhews the m^aabtrinM'hich a Ihc?-, 

rary 
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thofe men of taile and learning *, on this ac- 
count it may not be quite proper to damn 
it In the lump. Therefore I would have you 
take the middle way j commend it in one line 
arid damn it in the next ; fo that the judg- 
ixiertc you pals on it may be taken in either 
<enfe^ like my brother Apollo's oracks. But 
tf ^oti obfetve the fmalleft impropriety, tho* 
It ihoXrld proceed only from an error in the 
jprcfe, te iurc to mark TJiat. 

RevIeweii. 

Though we think this Author inexcufabfe 
tor his unfair reprefentations, and his -f ilU" 
ffimi treatment of jpr, Johnfon, and feveral 

rary Review ought to be aimed on« but at tlie iaiwe 
time pretendifig to qoeftiojD the ci^adty of his Cri- 
ticks, fojr their greater eafe and convenience recom- 
mends to thei^ that lazy futile method, which it can* 
pot be denied, they generally follow. 

t 'Tis really a ple^ant jeft to obferve Reviewers 
blame any Authofr for UUhtrMl treatment of another, 
W'hefi they do fo, it may truly be (aid that CMius ac^ 
cufat Miecbos^ and they ought to be reminded of this 
faznops text in Scripture. Theu Uypeerite &c. They 
are indeed like the Scriies and Phmifees in the Gof« 
per. Thefe Retailers of Literary Abufc by the 
month,, feem fond of this favourite branch of traf- 
fic, Vvjen to a degree of jealoufy, and want tp mo- 
nopolize 
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other refpeftable Authors wc cannot bu^ 

commend him for endeavouring to explode 

the life of hard words and pedantic exprcf 

fions. Yet, when this is done, writers are 

equally liable to ^corrupt xheir flile by vul- 

• 

nopdlize it entirely. They areexa6ily4ike Sir Itoger 
de C overly in the SpejCiator, who would fuiTer-no^blid^ 
to fleep at Church but himfelf. They aflert* that 
the Author of Lexipbanes is in^xcttfable for his un- 
fair reprefentations and his ilUheral treatincQ/t of Dr. 

J n. But I defy them to fhew oncinftance where* 

in this Writer is unfairly reprffenud in that perform* 
ance. J own indeed that 1 have parodied biniy 
but the reafon 1 give for. it (ffc Lexipbanes p. 74 ia 
the note) is perhaps the higheft compliment that'can 
be paid him. - And as for what is faid with refpe^ toil 
him in the Dialogue, they would find there is nothing 
ifiiheral in it, wtrcthey pleafed to confult Lucian, odF 
whom, for any thing that appears to the contrary, the^ 
are entirely ignorant, or to confider the nature of the^ 
compcJfition, which is properly a comical dramatidc"^ 
rtfprefentation, land allows many liberties not jufli- ' 
fiableina grave dogmatical criticifm, fuch as one of -^ 
thtir Reviews, where ev<rry onemuft grant they daily 
t^kc greater. I may have called him, in fomeof th^ 
Notes,' a pedarj'uk old School 'boy, but I can only wiih 
for the honour of our country, where ht has fome ' 
how or other acquired (o great a name, that diere 
were Icfs truth and jailice in the appellation. 
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ar idioms, and ungrammatical phrafcs^ 
fiis -Author falls into many inaccuracies. 
J" Sure to fall foul of/ — ' a paper or fo^ 
™ ' had became.* — ' between you and I\ — 
' give into tHecaricatura a little now and then\ 
-rr^hik wialh finy hands orCt.* — are expreflions 
irWih may be defervedly called coiloquiat 
Udrburifms. 
?-.. . - Apollo, ... 

■, Pray Mr. Reviewerj don't ydu* think had^ 
hBmme mttft have been an error of the prefs ? 
Stich a phrafe as, Wafli my hands <?»V, is 
frequently ufed in comedy ; on^t * is only 
a. contraftion for cf it, . and as for all the reft, 

• PJKa/h my hands ont. This pretended Ctiiick Has 
ao where (hewn greater ignorance of the £ngli(h idi- 
oiOy, than in condemning this phrdie as a €clloqm4d 
iarharifm. Ont .is generally ufed for if it 9 efpeci- 
ally by our old Writers in Comedy » and the Familiar 
Stile : and that it is really nothing elie than the con* 
traction of of it^ appears from this, that' when it is 
Mi^ for^thaty they never fay on tH as for examplcr^ 
ih«^, M\^4X' f^y ^/fli/fl»'/, difpofi ontr but never gUd 
^ if^ ^J^A P'^O » whereas when ufed for 00 //,. or 
wicr^Cj^ir-fV.may be equally proper mth cft% they (ky 
indiAzrimiaat^ly thixA o/rV, cwfider onty or think on itp 
confider on it. The rcafon of this departure from the 
an^Idjgy feems to be, firfl, becaufe it has a pleafanter 

ibond 
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but one, I won't take your word for their 

being, what you call them^ colloquial bar^ 
barifms. 

Merjcury. 

Proceed Mr. Reviewer, don't mind hiitt^ 

He's a fooL 

Reviewer. 

* A performance committed' to the foff 

* tering care of a diftinguilhed charac-* 
*^ iter,' is what he himfelf would ftilc a 
Lexiphanicifm. 

Aye, that he would ;. fo he woukt 

* edition of an* author in eicpe^awy;*^^ 
*. fanSlioned by authority,' — and innui^er-' 
able others; 

But'corifHer, Mr. Reviewer, that befides. 
mifquoting: that i>aflig^5|. it if in the very. 

found than the regular c<mtra6lioii o/Ui i^nd next, ta» 
avoid the ambiguity., too freq^uent in. all' langu^gps^ 
particularly oar own, I mean its beinc; miftalicn for^ 
!>//, the contraftionof ^^«, ovfrequintt^, Nodoubt^. 
it was at firil, taken froni converfation, or was^ ao^^ 
cording to the prtfent phrafe, colloquial* But pn»r 
what was the origin of all Unguag.e67 
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firfl: fenttnee of tht dedication^ and when an 
unknown Author pfefumes taaddrels a great 
Man, fliU lefs diftinguiihed by his rank and 
fortune than his learning and takms, and 
clpecially without his knowledge or per- 
miflion*, mtthinks he cannot do it in top 
folemn and relpeftful a manner. This Au- 
thor fays, the ftyle fliould always be fuked to 
the fubjeA, and one principal feafon why he 

* This w» really the cafe with- rtCphCt to my 
Dedication of Lexiphanes to Lord Lyttleton; yet I 
Ventured on it^ becaafe I Was convinced th^re wars 
nothing in it his Lord (hip could well take kttkiU, ef^ 
petiaiiy as I had not ran int6 the fault fb cotaimdnly 
laiid to the charge of all Dedicators, that of beilowin|r 
extravagant and undefenred prtaCcs aad ctfcomiusifl 
on their Patrons, which infadi expofe both to ridicule* 
This hoWever was hardly poflible to be done in the 
preient cafe, but fo far from attemptini( lt» I had 
omitted, not fo much ttiro' inattention, but becauft 
it did not relate immediately to my plan, one of his 
Lord (hip's principal, and indeed almoft peculiar excel- 
lencies^ as a writer. I mean t/^at quality of knowing 
nvh^n to have done% and of n^er faying too much elk amf 
fkbje&\ nay, indeed of letting the Reader Jhmetimes thinip 
that enot^rif is mtfaid^ not that it really isfo, but hecdu/l 
he wijh$s more bad been faid* 1 have had occa£on to 
obfervc this quality fo rarely in moft Authors, thst 
I know not whether I have cxprcffed myfelf dearly^ 
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is lb fevere on Johnfon, is that the DoAor 
ufes his pompous Lexiphanick expreffions 
in weekly Papers, intended for the amufe- 
ment of common readers^ 

Mercury, aftie to Apollo. 

Can't you be filent ? What the plague 
have you to do with the matter ? O Heavens 
what a blundering Avidtioneer you are ! To 
cry ftinking filh, and depreciate your own 
wares! They would ferve you right not to 
give you a farthing^ for thefe Reviewers. I 
muft: interpofe I fee- 

. I told you. Mr. Reviewer, Apollo was a 
fool. You perceive he does not fo much as 
pretend to juftify hehveenyou and /*,, whichr 

• An ingenious Gentleman, engaged at prefent in^ 
a tranflation of Lucian, and who, I have reafbn to be- 
lie^9 is every way quali^ed for the tafk, has taken 
notice of this phrafe, ** between you and /,'* after the 
following manner, in a letter to the Author. // 'would 
he a great fity^ fays he, tf any improfriety could Be found 
in Lexiphanes : perhaps moft people ivill think ** bet-ween 
** you and /" Jhould be alhred to ** betiAjeen you and' 
'< tne.^* But he had done me the honour to fay be* 
fore, that tbefolemn paces of lexiphanick Writers are moft 
admirably expqfed, luhile the good fenfe of the Critick is com^ 
municattd in ^werds the moft perfpicuons^ natural and ftg^ 

;- nificant*. 
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hetween you and me h a, moft vile phrafe, a 
tbarbarifm^ the moft colloquial He might as 

nificant. This makes me Hatter myfdf, that he had 
perceived no other iiripiopriety, and that he imputed 
had became^ as every man but a Reviewer would do, 
to its proper caufe. But as our wou'd-be Critick has 
twice taken noticeof thi« error of the prefs, how came 
he to rank it among his cclUquial hwbarifms f 

As it is evident he does not know what a colloquial 
Barharifm means, though a favourite cant expreffion 
with fuch people, and a name which they commonly 
give to all phrafes- which they want to condemn, f 
fliall here define^it^for him. ^* It is an irregular and 
*' ungrammatical manner of {peaking, adually ufed 
** among polite company and men of letters, in care- 
** lefs and famiUar ^ifcourfe, and hence, ihro' inat- 
** tention or ignorance, fometimes for v-ariefy, or even 
*« thro* neceflity, introduced into writing," Now in 
thofe verbs whofe perfeS ten/es and participles differ, 
we frequently ufe ,in converfation the participle, im- 
proper 1}', for the ien/e in fome verbs, and the ten/e, im- 
properly, for the //3rr//V///p in others; but never ihe one 
for the other indifcriminately ^n the fame verb. For 
inftancc, we frequently fay, fuch a man begun to build, 
inilead oi began, butl^evcr heard it faid, even among 
the moft illiterate, he had began, or it ^was began, I9 
the fame manner we fay, the cattle were drove, inftead 
oi driven, butlknow not that, \ driven, or, he driven^ 
is fo much as a provincial barbarijm. And even for 
the £rft expreflion, in both examples, there are fuch 
great authorities^ that I fiiould think that man a mere 

Reviev^er 
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weV &y iet'me^ ym and we. Mefweenyw 
aad I-r-T qiipth^a I 

M^f3H^f ind^d, whp. found |iy*^> f^ult with an Au- 
thor, pfpcrially a Foiet, fpr ijfing it evfn in thi^ age of 
Ht&Al critiii/m* I refer |he S^ea^^r to the pnglift 
GrtrnmiMr, faid tp be wriltten by a moft learned i^nd 
jndkiou* Prelate, wh^e h^ wiU find t)>i8 topicb 
handled witb gi^r accuf acyr and precifion. |^ow it 
V9PpeA9 mojll u»lttckily for tbi$ poor Criric^'st c#(/9. 
pii€i Mfximfiit, tl^at jfrjis^ is one of thpfe verbsj^ 
iirbofe parif^ifJe h fometimes ufed fo^ t\se tett/e^ but th^ 
^^ Qftver* ^ven aoiong tbe loweft vulgar, u&d for tbe 
p^rii^ifk. Had I any when; faid, that ^* Les^ipb^o^eSi 

V after baving defined a Penfioaer to be a Slave hired 
i* to obey bis si&fter, ^«r«»f a P^nfioner himfelf.^' I 
&ottld have gireA It up lor a calkfuial harhmxi/m^ as 
fran kly a9 1 give up ba^uein y^u. and L B ut i&«// Be^amt 
is^felecifm, zkar6ari/mo£ any fort, but Xh^ColIoquw/^ 
^nd had I knowingly ufcd it^ I m^dhave ackuowledgc4 
nyfelf as incapable of writing Engliihy as this Re^ 
viewejr of criticizing it. 

After obfer ring that J throw th;: prepofitions an4 
the figns of the cafes to the end of t]ijs featence, fuch 
a8| kind (f^ attained to^ joined in^ rely 9«^ by which 
I fuppofe he means the vulgar idioms after wardi 
mentioned^ h^ has this extraiordinary piece>af critic 
ci:ftii. ** £ngliihnien. We believe, are the pnly pep- 
f V pl« of the world who ufe this form of expreffion, 
M Wt ihoald think a I^atin author gyilty of a moft 

V abominable ab&rdity, if he iboul^ clofe his peri-? 
iVo^ ^vi^ 4ft qdr^ump it^^fubijine^ or any other 

f« ^ord 
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Reviewer. 

. fVe think we have him there indeed, 
Befides Mr, Mercury, the e is had became^ 

i' of word this nature.'* This Critick, knowing fo 
little of his mother tongue, may be well excufe4 
for his ignorance of Latin, and all others. He muft 
sever have met with mecum^ nohi/cumj l^c, l£c* He 
goes on, ** And why do we continue to follow thH 
^.* prepofterous arrangement?" Why indeed? Becaufe 
it is the peculiar idiom of our language, and fre* 
quentiv gives a happy variety to our ftlle, adapting 
It to the different nature of different compofitions. 
Befides thofe little particles, which, being joined to 
other words, alter and vary their fenfe, and arc 
called frefejithns in Latin, becau(e {n that language 
they are generally placed before words, ought in 
ours to be cd.lled pqfi^pofitions^ becauie they are as ge* 
nerally placed after them. And I will maintain, that 
join inj rely on^ bring in^ t£c arc as legitimate com- 
pounds, as the Greek and Latin words corresponding 
to tiiei^' And that an Englifliman who clofes a period 
witii fuch a compound, is guilty of no more abfur?^ 
dity than a Greek or Roman. Nay more, it may 
be faid they are as much one word, at leaft they arc 
inoi^ frequently foin fpeaking, and arc only through 
the prevalence of cuftom fcparated to the eye in 
writing and printing. And the beft manner of /peak- 
ing' ought ever to be the ilandard of writing. For 
what is the latter, in reality, but a downright imi, 
f atioa of the former ? For inilance, what is a Decla* 

Qsaition, 
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V 

' Mercury. 

*Tis very true, they may call bad. became^ 
an^rror of thepreis if <they will, but IVe^tr 

matioB, but an imitation of kn Orator haranguing 
the people; a Treatife on moral or natural Philofo^ 
ph\% of a Pfofcflbr teaching his Pupils ; an Effay 
■or Weekly Paper, of a Gentleman who entertains a 
4efe6l company with his thoughts on any fubjeft, ex^ 
prefltd in a (hort eafy and familiar manner ; and a 
Dialogue, of fo many porfons met -together in com- 
pany, and difcourfing. on fome particular topic? 
This was moft: evidently the cafe with the Ancients ; 
all whofe works, even their Hiftories, were pro- 
iiounced or fpoken before they were read. And ai 
the Orator, Profeflbr, ^Gentleman and Company, all 
life a different ftiJe, fo ought the writers of Declama* 
tions^ Philofophical Treatifes, Effays and Dialogues, 
jjut thefc egregious Ciiticks would confine us to one 
uniform iHlc and manner in all compoiitions, I fup.. 
pofe that of their own dull paltry Reviews. In ihort, 
they feem all to be of my Hero Lcxiphanes's clan, of 
whom I have heard it faid, intentionally to his great 
praife, that he always fpeaks in company as if hf 
were fpeakingout of a book. 

Our Critick, after writing in the royal authori- 
tative flile; a ftring of MVj, goes on in the fame ma- 
jeftick manner, « The next time this Author writes, 
>* LET him favour US with his thoughts on vulgar 
** idioms and barbarous expreffions." To this I 
^fvi'tr, that when I come to think t^i,e Reviewer, 

who 
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viewers admit of no fuch apology -f. . So I 
think we have now fufficient foundation to 
condemn it all in the lump,, and to knock 
this Lexiphanes down with a moft ftinging 
fentence in the conclufion. 

Reviewer. 
Ay, that ff^e will, and here it follows;r 

- — This Author very juftly declaims againfl: 

afFefted Phrafesj but the next time he writes, 

let him favour us with his thoughts on vulgar 

idioms and barbarous expreflions, which are 

more offenfive to a judicious reader, than all 

the hard words which he has attempted ta 

expofe*.. 

.who ikulks behind the pompous and royal pronoun 
WE, knows what vulgar idioms and barbarous ex- 
preflions are, I will' then favour his pedantic Majelly 
with my thoughts on them. 

f Nothing is more true than what Mercury aflerfs 
m this" place : and the Reviewers never fail to mark 
fuch paflages in a different chara£ler from the reft of 
their extracts, not as v/hat they are, typographical 
blunders, but blunders of the Author; unlefs he may 
happen to be a favourite with them, and one whole 
produ^ions, to fpeak in their own ftilie, /^f Ifa've often 
ferufed iviih great plea/ure and fatisfaSHon, 

• It is now that the cloven foot mod evidently ap- 
pears. And this Critirk, hitherto afraid to avow 

himfelf. 
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MERCURYi 

Bravoi bravo. The bafinefs is how dbn^i 
ftitd 'tis very certain that befWeeH yon and /, 

iimfirlf, liay pretending the contrary, proves to be at 
lafl a Lexiphanes in his heart, and undoubtedly has a 
tender fellow-feeling and fympathy iit^ith Dr. Johnfon 
and others of that Stamp. Nay, 'tis great odds bat in 
fomeilorid declamations,, or bulky YtfluminoaiHiftory 
now defervedly negledled and thrown by, which per- 
hajjs was the oidy reafon why they were not exprefsly 
referred to in that piece, that be has fhewn himfelf a 
compleat- Lexiphanes, almoft on a par with tbe c^k-^ 
BrUus Do£h>r himfelf, and that he has feien fonre of 
his own favourite expreffions, and moil delitimi mor/tls 
pf Eioquencr^x^oitd in the Rhapfbdy, andfmarted fe« 
verely under the ridicule beflowed 6n that Charadler 
in the dialogue. Without thit fappofition, 'tis hardly 
pofiible to account for his concluding his Review 
with an exprefs condemnation of a work, to which he 
has been able with all his good will to make fo ftw^ 
and thofe fuch paultry in/ignificant objediions. 
. If I mifiake not,- the following challenge was lately 
^ thrown out in a preface to one of the Reviews. ** We 
'* defy, fay they, or intv^or^s to that purpofe^ any of 
•• our bitt^reft enemies to point out to us one perfor- 
«* mance which we have condemned, and which ftiU 
** fubfiils in any tolerable degree of credit with the 
" publick." 

This no doubt is intended as a convincing proof of 
their great impartiality, and profound fagacity in cri- 

ticifbn 
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and bad be€amey arc infinitely worfe than all 
the hard words and abfurd Phrafes that arc 
raked together in Lexiphanes's Rhapfody, 

itidfm. .But Itow far it oagHt to &rve tjhat parpoie we 
jnay cafily learn from their treatment of Lcxiphancs, 
Should that Dialogue acquire and maintain any repu- 
tation amon^ Men of taftc and letters, the only per- 
fons who can thoroughly relifli a work of that nature, 
A Reviewer would very readily fay, ** We greatly com- 
** inended that performance; ^f declared it was written 
'^ with ipirit and acutenefs, and that it might be at- 
«* tended with a good eiFeft.*' On the contrary 
^ould it die and be forgotten ^nd fhare the fame fate 
with the numberlcfs other produQions daily teeming 
from thejprefs, he might fay with equal juftice, " JFe 
*• abfolutely condemned that Work, for the Author's 
•^^ many vulgar idioms and barbarous expreffions wene 
<< more ofFenfive to a judicious reader than all the hard , 
-*« words which lie had (only) attempted to expofe* 
*^ Befides, ^declared him utterly inexcufablefor his 
>'' unfair reprefentations and iUiberal treatmentof fuch 
** a cefpe^lable Author as Dr. Johnfon.** Fiom this 
pne would really ibe apt to think they had aftually 
confulted Mercery, 'tis certain they have literally fol- 
lo.v^ his advice, ^nd fquared their Review after the 
model of Apollo's oracles. But fb little am I ac*' 
quainted with x^pdern produ^ions and the reviews of 
them^ that I am not able tp jfay wiiether in many 
.pijier ioftauces they Jp^ve followed tbe £une oraculous 

E t fcc-6w 
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Such, gentlemen, are our Reviewers, and 
fuch their multifarious powers. What 
Ihall wc put them up at ? We have got two 
Parccls,^ You may dall the one Critical and 

fee-faw method : tho' I think it xnoft protable that 
they have. 

I had inadvertently thrown out in Lexjphanes fome 
general cenfures on Reviewers, which like all cen- 
fures of that fort may be well or ill founded ; I wa? 
on refleft'on forry for it, and I am now equally forry 
that this Reviewer has in a great meafure juftifiecl 
them. X do not at all complain of his want of Can- 
dor, for I own I had no title to expedt any favour 
Irom him, but of the flovenly manner in which he ha3 
performed the talk afljgned him, like a mere labourer 
indeed. It is not therefore out of refentment that J 
Jiavc made fo many flridures, but becaufe it afFordc4 
me an opportunity to explain my fentiments on fome 
particulars refpeding the Englilh language, wherein 
thefe Reviewers are fo egregioufly miftaken, and fo 
apt to impofe upon many by the bold felf-fufficient 
manner in which they conftantly exprefs th^mfelvcs, 
At the fame time it may have fome influence in 
making them alter or correal their prefent method of 
procedure; pr if it Ihould fail of that, at leaft as far 
as its circulation may extend, it will inform thofe, who, 
from their iituation in the country and their diftance 
from the capital, have frequently no other method of 
learning the charafter of Books than from Reviews, 
what relianGeis to be had on their judgement. 

the 
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the other Monthly if yoii will. You fhall 
have them at the fame price, as the Manufac- 
turers of News and Magazines, — — Should 
they fail as Reviewers they are ftill good for 
fomething. They are excellently well qua- 
lified to becotne Correftors of the prefs." 
What would the Author of Lexiphanes have 
given had his Reviewer correfted the fi'rft 
fheet of his dedication ; he would have pre- 
vented that tHohftrous Blunder of an a for an 
6 in had became. 

Commas and Points they fet eiaftly right, - 
And 'twere a Sin to rob them of-their Mitci 

Bookseller. 

How's this ? I have got my Wife Here a- 
mongft my Reviewers. I Have no notion 
of purchafing at fo great a price what was 
mine before, by ail the Jaws of God and Man, 
This is a downright fraud; I Ihall fufFer my 
note to be protefted and ftand trial. At any 
rate I fhall have relief from Chancery. 

ApolLo. 

What Sir! do you repent of yourpurchafe?. 
Here, take your note again. I will have no 
law-fuits. You Waiter, carry this Gentle- 

E e 2 woman 
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woman to mjr Lodgings at the Bagnio. She 
ihall be my bed-fellow to night That toad 

FdHy F has jilted me, and made an 

aflignation with the keeper of Newgate. 
The faucy Jade fent me word, that truly (he 
preferred a Goal-keeper to a God who paid 
€o indifferently. 

Mercury. 

Sir, this wiU prove the luckiei): adventure 
in the world for you. What mayn^t we ex- 
pe£t from fo poetical a Father and fo critical 
a Mother f Another Bcntky at leaft, or a 

fecond who may in time write a new 

Legation pr a hew commciitaryon Shake- 
ipean He will be dt your owii, for partus 
fequitur vintrefn. Or, what' do you fay, fhall 
I try my hand upon her ? Perhaps from oitr 
conjmrftfon will arife a very eminent Juftice 
of the Peace, and Thief-catcher.. 

Amtiber Bookseller. 

I would advife you Brother tct take your 
wifCy and let them keep your note. You 
have furely heard that'Squire Apollo is p-xt„ 
and for my own part, I don't believe Mr. 
Mercury a jot better. A couple of con- 
founded 


OF Atf t U O^kS. at 

founded rakes 1 1 know I would fooner give 
them half a dozen notes, than that either of 
diem Ihould lie with a wife of mine^^ 

A^oLLo. 
Well friend, what is your rdblntion? Yoor 
Wife or your Note J- 

B0OKS£LIr&l^« 

I muil take the former, I think. 

MERCtritir; 

So we are all fatisHed, and Ihall have M 
taw-fuits. — -- And now Gentlemen, I fpeak 
to You my Worthies who are Book-lenders, 
and keep circulating libraries. Againft the 
next reading Seafon, I mean the Winter, t 
have provided a choice colle(flion of Authors 
for you, who fliall write you novels and ro- 
mances without number, fiich as Mifs Delia 
Stanhope, Mifs Indiana Danby, and I know 
not how many other Mafters and Miffes, 
Ladies and Lords,, all paragons of perfeAioh 
and miracles of beauty, who, after furmount- 
ing difficulties infurmountable, are all hap- 
pily married at laft, and beget children upofi, 
children; mofl: exquifite reading for yout 
worthy Subfcribers. Apolto and I want a 

little 
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little ready cafh at prefent, and you fhall 
have them a great penn'orth at ten pieces a^ 
head, provided you pay the money down— - 
And now I come to my Geographers, my 
colkftors of voyages and travels, my. gene- 
ral Biographers, my Britifti Plutarchs and 
my Dictionary writers 6f all forts. They 
are all put up in feparate lots and parcels^ 
and you Ihall have them at the fame price, 
and on the fame conditions with the Reviewers 
and News-mongers. Here are the Notes, 
which. Gentlemen, you will pleafe to fign* 
Their works will fell wonderfully when re-^ 
tailed in fixpenny Numbers, among journey- 
men Taylors, and people of that fort. You 
muft make intereft with the Landlords of the 
houfes of call. I have known the Carpenters 
at one houfe take off ninety of one publica- 
tion. My Hiftorians^ only remain, whom 1 
want to difpatch, for I grow hoarfe with this 
Auftioneering. Here are too Scotch Hif- 

torians, Mr. A— — w H n, a real protef^ 

tant, and W m G Efquire, a reputed 

P-p-ft, at leaft fo Mafter A — w calls the Squire. 
But I have not been able, do all I could, to fina 
out the two Engiiflx Hiftorians, the Honour- 

' able 
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able Edward Seymour, of Richmond Efq; 
and the Honourable Hugh Clarendon, of 
Windfor, Efquire. Methinks I fmelt a rat 
fome time ago. You Mr. — ^— who publifhed 
the Hiftories of thefe Honourable Gentle- 
men, I muft have a little talk with you. 

Bookseller, 

O Mr. Mercury,- Dear Mr. Mercury, for- 
give me but this time, and I will never play 
you fuch a trick again. 

Mercury, 
Prithee, what art thou crying and blub- 
bering at. Fool! What trick haft thou played 

me, Friend ? 

Bookseller, 

Only by fending you out to Richmond 
and Windfor, as Squire Apollo tells me, in 
fuch cold bitter weather, whereby if you had 
not been an immortal God you would have 
Joft. your life on a fool's errand, in fearch of 
two Authors that never exifted but in my 
own brain. And now I am on my peniten- 
tials, I muft confefs to you, hoping for mer- 
cy, that thefe two Hiftories or rather one 
Jiiftory, is all written by an Hireling Au- 
thor 
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tbpr of my own, whom I iec you hare got 
in your colleftion, and whom I hav^e ^hriC- 
teaed at fcvcral times by thcfe two difFercnft 
names^ in order to make mf Hiftory feJJ-^^ 
{hat was aJi 

ME-RCUJiy.. 

• 

Well ari*t you a greaj rogue now? I fuC- 
j)efted as mucH, after I had fearched jeyery 
nook and coimer of thofe places to no pur^- 
pofc. Certainly had J met you on my re- 
Iturn from that confoxmdcd jaunt, I fliould 
have given you amoft ynn^erciflil drubbing, 
perhaps broken eyery bon^ in y(Mir ikin. 
But my paflioa has had/ time to cooj, an4 
one rogue fhould not be too hard on another* 
On the contrary, I admire your ingenuity, 
that you, a poor wretched mortal, who have 
ifenrcd but a few yeai3 apprenticelbip td 
Roguery, flio^ld be aWe to deceive and ovcr^ 
reach Me, who have been verfed in ail forti 
of it for thefe many tboufand years paft, t 
confefs I had a g!?eat opinion of your hiftory 
from feeing it fo dcxteroufly puffed off, m4 
expefted to have made a great deal of money 
}>y the Mt of the honourabie Hugh Claren**- 
don. But, as you fay I have got the real 

Author 
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Author HI mf paBkfTiQti^ ydu mtrft give tJ» 
fovtr note of a Huf^dred Guineas t<x iM^ 
as the rdk of your bt^dircn have -done for 
others. Come^ Wi that cQAdiiaon I !wiil 
freely forgive thee. * 

Bookseller^ 

Aios, Mr. idercury, that oonditipn is very 
iiard, and wo^d alitioil ruin me. I would^ . 
lather than coiDply with it^ be content ti» 
take a fmall drubbing at your hands^ D0» 
beat me a little for the trick I played you^ 
but not too fever dy« My brother Bookfel* 
lers have deteded me, they have publickly 
denied the exiftence of my two Honourably 
Hiftoriansj maintained the identity of my 
two hiftories, and envious of my fuccel^ have 
expofcd me in the news-papers all over the 
kingdom. From four thoufand^ whkh I. 
lately Ibid, I ddn'c ^expcd in a few weeks to 
fell above four hundred. I ihail foife money 
by.it, at laft. Do then let me off with a fmall 
beating, I befeech you. 

MlRCVRY. 

What! your brother Bookfellers detec?!: and 

f estpofe 
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cxpofe you.* 'Twa^ very iinbrbtherly aud! 
unfriendly doings in them. How would 
they like to be ferved fo themfelves? I 
fcrewdly fufpeft, were ftones to be thrown at 
you by thofe^ only who have ever been guilt» 
lefs of fuch like prkdtices, you would fare 
like the Woman in the^ gofpel, have none- 
thrown at you* at all. Come brother Rogue, 
be of good cheer; hold up thy head man, 
and.d6n*t whimper andxtake on at that rate- 
You Ihall have no beating from me, I affure 
you ; let thofe beat you who have bought 
your Hiftory. You and I arc too mtich of 
a kidney to quarrel in good earneft. Come,. 
fign this Notei as I defired you, and you will 

*' 'T-k certain tliat no people in- the* world have- 
more intereft than bookiellers in detefling, expofipg, 
and'evcn difcouraging, as far as lies in their power, all 
Aich' fraudulent fcandalous jproceedin^s. It fixes » 
with many, an inddible ftaiaontheanpiofti&on. I 
would not therefore have a%y one think that Mercury^ 
. in (h^pafTage referred to^fpeakt the fentiments of tho 
aatHor;. he only fpeaks agreeably to his own Charac- 
ter. I believe there are'many BookTellers as inucH 
above fuch iiraftices; a? a reputable merchant would 
be above fending, knowingly, a cargo of ibphiilicattd 
damaged.gOQd^.to his foreign correfpondent. 

yet 
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yet do very well. I fhall put you in a way 
to laugh at them all, and make your Hiftory 
fell better than eVer. 

Bookseller. 
Ay Mr, Mercury, on that condition I fign 
with heart and good will. But what is your 
expedient pray? 

Mercury. 
It is this. I hereby lend you my Namej 
and hereby give you liberty to make ufc of 
it, as you fee bell for your advantage, as 
many celebrated Author^ have done before 
me, fathering works they had as little con- 
nexion with as I have with your Hiftory. A 
few months hence, or when convenient, I 
would advife you t6 Tepublifli this fame 
identical Hiftory a third time, under the fol- 
lowing title, with -any puffing addition you 
may think proper. A complete Hiftory of 
England, from the Invafion of Julius Caefar, 
and fo forth, written by the Honourable, or 
rather the bivine ilERMES MERCURY, 
of Olympus, Efquire. And then let me fee 
any Dog of *em dl come there to enquire 
after me, or prefume to controvert my exif- 

F f 2 tcnce. 
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^B£f^ I ^ovild fooir gjve them, convincing 

fifqfi& pfi\ wkh tbjf fip><i fift* 

Now Gentlemen I wcnild beg kavQ to alk 
you one, queftion with refpcft to your fix- 
penay projefts in Weekly Numbers* But 
you muft anfwer me faithfully, without, the 
Imalled evafion or mental reiervation. 

Bookse|l£:gi$, 

You iTiay depen^J on oiv compHance^. 

I hi^e freqiueiitly Qbfci?re4 io your pneli^ 
miowy ad verufo0PW:t$ whcniyo^ ar^ uihwag 
in a new impoiHanfc we^y publication for 
jnftance ^ New Diaionary of, Arts and 
5cie9c^ a Coo^mentary oathe Bible, or any 
ehing of' that ((Mr-t, wbichr to bq fare is- infi« 
nitf Ijf p];*eferabky. and coriredis tlK numberlef^ 
mift^l^s and UhiQ^er&- of ojithr preceding 
0ne% andr is undoubtedly compofed by the 
naoft eminent and fldlfulperfon3 in their {f> 
veral departments*, I have obfbrvedliay, that 
you conftantly give out, that.thi^ Soft valua^ 
bb and- uieful work is all complcat and ready 
for the Pfcfs ; that it will be. regularly pub-^ 
Uaxed every Satur4ay» ^ter fufih a day,, and 

that 
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that it will be camprized in fiich a certain 
lixt qjoantity of Numbeps. Pray now is aH 
this true, and do you keep up to all your 
engagements^? 

BoOJCSEtLERS, 

Why really we cannot fay that, .ftriftly 
fpeaking, it is always ready for the prels, it 
)& however always ready — -»- in the heads of 
our Authors, For as they are always pay'd 
according to the quantity they fpin, Ihould a 
thing happen not to take, we fliould be all 
that pay out of pocket, which however fmall, 
you know muft be ibmething in the way of 
trade. Hut then we take care takeep them 
Spinning in fueh a manner, that a number 
never faik to be ready at the appointed time; 
for 2L failure in that refyeft would knock up 
a weekly publication entirely. 

Mercurt, 

Aye, but then do you never exceed the 
numbfer ftipulated ? 

Booksellers. 

That is juft as it happens* ^ If a work 
does not tjJce at all, we generally knock 1% 

up 
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tip after two or or three publications. If we 
are too far engaged to recede, we continue 
it, and after it is forgotten under its original 
title, advertife it a frefh under a new one, 
and as a new pu"blication altogether. But 
then if it fucceeds beyond our hopes, -which 
ibmetimes is the cafe^ we illue out orders to 
our Authprs to fpin as fine as poflible j moft 
ivelcome news to them, as the mo^c Iheets, 
the more pay : and thus it may fometimes 
exceed double the nuniber pronaifed. 

Mercury, 

All very prudently done, I confcfs. But 
then I have likewife obferved, that provided 
it go beyond the ftipulated number, you 
frequently engage to deliver the overplus 
to the fubfcribcrs gratis. Pray do you 
really keep that promife ? 

JBoOICSEtLERS. 

We perceive Mr. Mercury, that you think 
4is all a parcel of fools. What do you fee in 
our faces that mates you imagine we ftjopld 
pay Authors, buy paper, print it, and all 
that, for -nothing. We thought ybu had 

conceived 
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conceived abetter opinion of our underftand- 
ings. That promife is only a b^it to make 
the Gudgeons bite- Once we have hooked 
them in with fo many Numbers, our fub- 
fcribers are obliged to go on, or lofe all the 
money they have already laid out with us.. 

Mercury. 

But then I am perfuaded they have an ac- 
tion at law againft you, and that you would 
find that promife binding and obligatory 
in a court of juftrce. 

Booksellers. 

Pfhaw. You know nothing of the worldy 
Mr. Mercury, for all your boafting fo. 
What do you think a Journeyman Taylor, 
Bricklayer, or any fuch feUow, wouki go to 
law with us rich Bookfellers for the matter of 
twenty Shillings or fo ?- If he did, we fhould 
bail the aftion and foon xuin him with the 
expences. 

MERCtTRY'. 

Well^ I fee if I turn BookfeUer I muft ferve 
a^ pretty long apprenticefhip to the trade. I 
find I am not Rogue enough ^ neither am I 

* acquainted 
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acquainted with half the rogueries of Aofe 
who profefs it. . ^ 

Now Gemlctnen hairing happily cwickicledi 
our bufinefs, let \\s fit down t-o take a ferious 
Bottle. There ftiali not one of you ftir , I 
proteft ; you muft allfpcnd the evening with 
us, and I fhall take care that it be in mirth 
andjoUity^ Whatdifmifsfuch good friends 
and cuflomers with empty bellies and dry 
lips! Waiter, more Wine] here, andoriter 
Supper to be got ready* 5cnd for Girls too^ 
one for each of us, but let them be the prime 
ItufF of the garden, the very choice and 
piclcing of Harris's lift*. 

*^ Fiiidi&g tilts piece has fwtlled to a ^tesitt ftze 
than was at firft infe;^dfd, I have Wapblig^d to kave 
put ,a very cooildt^ra^bJe part of the Dialogoe whicBf 
, catne in at this place. However, tho' conoefled with 
the foregoing, ft u as rathet a dialogue of another fbrt^ 
beingof thedeliberafiye kiad» and might be called tfa« 
Choice of Mercury ^ in imitation of the Choice of Her€iile#rf 
For in the interval between the conclufion of the Saley 
and the arrival of Supper and the Ladies, Mercury 
declaie^his reAilutioa of abandoning Heai^en^ being 
quit^ tirpfd of the drudgery to. which he. ij fubje^ 
theae, and of taking up his re£denee'in this country^ 
the land of liberty. And beingdetermined to quif 

all 


>Mr. ^^ercury .diou'rt ^ jxue JSuck iUnS no 
j^hurl I fiad Butxuie ^irl^i piece xuily;! it 
is but feldom t do theie . things,. bu^wbco 1 
do, it is to fooie purpofe* I ihuft have a 
Jbracc, that's ,po^iyc. Bctt FUuniit, ^nd 
PoU Xeai:f^^?t, ^Mfc my,p^mc^larfj»yp^mc^. 

*l itril gUd-to-fee theefoj^rigorous, old>Boy. 

"But take care 4hat ^hine eye is -not bigger 
than thy belly. Well, I love variety myfetf, 
but I have always found one Woman fuffi- 

-cieht-^for-me, -^^i'tiine. ^Waiter jkiu hear 

all his former occupations, ^TCXC^t ^tk^t of Cihgft- 
driver^ aud. pimping only occaiionally for his friends, 
he confults with the *Bobkfellers what other profeffion 
Jie . (hould fcilQW )^y ,iv*y of Uxriihc^. Ajid after 
^dls^^Mig^Jiro zj^d coMj the advai^tages imd i'lbd^ 
.TAjjVtages j>f ftyprai* f«ch as Patti^ and jMiniftcr 
of §tate, Juftipci of Peace and ^^Jiief-catchcr, £aft 
India Diredlor, Stock-jobber, Ovcriecr of thePoor, 
'CameiUr-andiMethodift Preacher,- iie^fixes atUftim 
thuf ^f itooli/qllf r. Ife jnfornis tiir^g^mjanypf 
Jhis Utcrary;,pf5J?^8, ,wjiich.arc.atoo^, w^Wcrable, 
^and^rees^ to enter into partner^ip with his good 
^Sieiid thftPabiifher of the Honourablr Hugh Cla- 
rendon's Hiftory of England* 

G g ' " what 
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\ihzt this Gentleman fays. You*ll provide 
as joiany ladies as you can. Perhaps theYe 
may be others of the fame voracbus appetiitt 
with my frieixl here* 

Waiter. 

I wH do every thing in my pow6r to o- 
blige yoiir 'Godfhip, who have been fo gene- 
rous a Mafter to nie. But I am afraid mofi: 
of the ladies are gone to the Play. 'Tis a 

very full houfe 2«: Druiy Lane. Mr. G 

ads{on%ht. 

: ... Mejicury. 

: VSift^s thiar you tell me Sirmh ?. Did not 
I order.yocr to confine him» and keep him 
under lock and key ? 

Apoj-io. 
*Tis very tnw Mercury; aid if there ii 
any^ blame it muft fafl upon me. He beg'ci 
very hard,- this being one of his benefit 
nights, and while you were abfent I let him 
out on his parole of honour. The litde man 
wis ibthanii^I, that hi has faithfully j^ro- 
mifed me to compromife the difference be- 
tween you^ and taaft your Comedy withoiit 
: - ^ any 


\* 
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a«y conditions, not even that of his ^ting 
the prologue and epilogue. 

Mehcurv, 

Veiy wellt but remember you are anfwem* 
ble for him to me ; and, as it happens, I have 
value enough of yours in my hands.:— Come, 
my lads, pufh the bottle about, here's to the 
old Healdi ; the Ladies will be with iis pre- 
sently to pledge it. , 

Look ye Mr. Mercury, I have no objeC' 
tions to join with you in a drunken frolick 
or fo, oriee and away; my Wife doe^iiot 
mind that, I know. But this (ending for 
Girls — - She's a very termagant, and plaguy 
jealous. If this ?i4ven|ture ever come to her 
knowledge, I ihall n^ver hear the )aft pn't. 
Yet, I fcom to bie a Ifiindxer and to fpoil 
gpod company. Here^s , to thii old Healtli 
ifiiia^bumper. ^ 

■ Mbrcvrt, 

, S|iU . upon your Wives, gentlemen ! I 
tbofught you had all iaid long ago,- ff^ves 
h^^fliy berets none but fouls. Have I not 
giYfn you my word that none oJF them fliall 

G % 2 ialute 
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go home ? Tou wUt fifid &6m sStfUlk 3i6^pi 
by that time. But tiieBy tormorrow mprnihg^ 
if you do not apply the Reconcikr in a pi-q* 
p$r manners; and ma^e them ample and fuffi-F 
cient smendi for this n9gle<«b of duty over 
inight. remember t will not be anfweraUe for- 
thein, Yo^ ttiuft look to that yourfelvesv 

Waitbr.. 
• My Gods and Gentlemen^; Svipper is o^ 

^bli9 in thp nci{t foom^ 

BO0KSEI;I>BR» 

Pn^i are thi^ Ladies cpme, fiiend ? 

Waiter. 

The Pmct i§ gone fo^ thfefh Siii» ind they 
vtil fefe tjreftnay with y6ij. J hw ito 
cohiiiigUJ) StaiB. • 

Then hey for Flauntit and ll'earfiiee!;^ 0I4, 
Boy ! Gentlemen, I wUl toW the way, 


istit^b^u^t 
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In ^e Style and Manner of David Garrkk, Efq;: 

Sanf opens y and iifimirt a bmg Table, with bou 
rk$ of Jf^w^ Bawlf, and Gtaffis, JpoBo< at cm- 

'.' JMf Mifcurj Of thi itber, and on each Si^^ 
:BmkftUfr$^ Moot-Blender f^ tbofi who keep Cmu-i^ 
fating Libraries^ BookhinderSy Priniersy Static- 
onersi and Ladies of the 7w»» all fitting promf 
(uoujlyy and mojl of theni half drunk. PFiaiters 
attending^ 

BOOK-LEKOER, 

A Polio, here*^ yourHeaIth,-^Bu-bu{s me Poll. 
BoOKSBLtBlt; 

As our own Shakefpear has it, kifs me Doll.* 

Printer. 
WeVe done to day fome bufinefs. — Ah ! youhuffy 
Come to the corner here, and I will tuzz ye. 

• Our Mifflr, aa4 jif^mr o<wn Shakelpear» is a very com- 
mon phraie adiOng onr theatrical gentry. My ad- 
mired originaU in his excellent Epilogue to the Clan- 
4eftine Marriage, has given him a new epithet of^ 
littU Shake/pear^ which, it may be, his great name 
will render faihionable^ They are likewife very fond 
of quoting this Poet, and producing his authority on 
every occafion, even as trivial as the prefent, oiKifs, 
f^DolL 

^00 Epilogui to Englijh Mercbanty parodied here. 

' ' Book- 
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, BpOK-BINDElL. 

Your Godfhips (bufs me) have pickit up fome 

money. 
I wifli you Joy. Another Bufe, dear Honey! 

BoOKSEtLER. 

Y4)u fmack fo fwectly, Doll.-Ha ! Hsifcal Waiter, 
You that for Bucks, andNympfes efPleafure, cater. 
Where Is Mifs Flauntit ? I mi furie I fent you, 

Dolly. 
So then, you Scoundrel, one cannot content you f 

BOOKSBLLER. 

Tho' poxes threaten, and thp* nofes fall, 
Your*s are my heart, foul, blood, brains, guts 

and alL* 
Then, prythcje, Dolly Love, be riot fo jealous. 

Dolly, v 
I jealous, think you, of fuch pimping fellow? ! 

BOOKSELLEE. 

Go ! ypu'rc a dirty Jade. 

Dolly. 

And ypu'rc an Afe, 

iftLADY. « 

Come, Squire Apollo, let the Bottle pafs, 

2d Lapy. 
But in the Bottle there's no Wine, Alas I 

• Tho' Piirries threaten, and tho* Crabfticks faU 
urs are my hesgrt, foul, peij, ears, bones, aad all. 

3d Lady. 
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3d Lady. 
THe tinkling Bell let Squire Mercurius ring. 

4th Lady. 
i'm tirM— a Chair— And here a Bottle bring4 

■ 

Printer. 
What do you love all Liquors ?* 

lftLAl>Y^ 

No not Porter. 
And nafty Ginn. 

Book-binder. 
Is not fit for a Courtier* 

Bookseller. 
Yet hear me Dolly, and attend to Reafon. 

Dolly. 
A Woman of my Rank ! —'tis petty Tfeafon.f 

X I'm tir'd — a chair — here take Qiy capuchin: 

Efilogui to ClaudeftiM Marriage, 

• Col. Tril. 
What do yea love all mufick ? 

Mrs. Quaver. 

No» not Handel's, 
An^ naily. Plays -^- 

^' Lord MiN. 

Are fit for Goths and Vandak« 

DittOi.. 

t See the heginning of the Epilogue to thf Bngli^ 

Merchant, almoft word for worcl. 

Hear 
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Hear Reafon B^ockheaddw-iUaron ! — what is that i 
Bid >meiwear fiattens aKid.A:bigh«<»o)imkl Hat. 
Won't you be quiet? Wlmt want you? What's 

BooKSEtLEk^ 
Humbly to ferve fair'Beaiitjr*s Qyecii --•^- in Xoti/^ 
1 muft entreat you— 

/I renounce fuch things, 
NotVenus noW^ btit Vengeance Cvreeps ^efStiin§S4 
I'll dafli at all, mii^imic^iii^ di^ith my Grinders ; 
Printers, Boflk^JsliKkay.BdQbfeUrrB, Book<>>bind- 

ers.J 

FniNTiil to BpOK^S.MrBR* 

She'll weigh the matter, if of Cold you hint t'hen 
1*11 weigh ho matter, arid I hate you, Pi-intcn* 

*BoOKS£LLfiR« 

Is' not' Mif&VkMifttit «e the ?l*y i 

- ' *Wait«R4 

•My Trull 


I .*£(>. jJM^ ikticulMiie fpirit of my trade is^ 
^en, jn^omen, children, parfonsf4of^&aii^:laditfw 

. I^H^gne to Englifo Mtrchanu 

llitHnX^ly thank yoa Ma'am •^— but weigh the matter. 

I won't hiiiar feafoii, -and I'hate yoa,'*6patt:cR DHf. 

Sut 
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Has made a party, 5ir, to g^ «»Cull.* 
fittt Slie firill .c6ine> f 

Bookseller, 

•When ? 

Waiter. 

— — When the Play Is done. 
tleft^ourMefiage. 

^ Bookseller. 

We fcall have good -Funn. 
Printer. 
I hate a Play-houfe-^Bufs-^it makes me fick. 

Hold off your H w4, jSk. 

'Tis a^rarc od4 Nick.J 

• C...Tri|.. Is aotMift Ci^^ft.at ^9t?kiyf 

j^lRS. Q^Av. My Niece 
Has made _a party. Sir, to damn the piece. 

Epilogue to ClandiJUm Marriage, 

t Miss Crot. Bat we (hall damn it. 

1oim)^]|^n; When? 
^ KfM« Ctt^v; Toriaori«wA%ht« :H^ 

X Lord Min. 
I hate a Play-hoafe — Tnwip —^ It makes me fick* 

I^L.ADY. 

■^I^Vrc two byKToApuM, M^^am. 

2d Lady. Aad we the odd Trick. Ih. 
H h Book* 
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News. News. JHerc com^s MHs Flauntit from 

the Play* 

ad Lady. 

If ibc be come, then we have loft the Day. 

Printer.. 
Whatfeucy Rafcal's this, that's fo uncivil^ 
As bo^nce in on us ? 

Enur PrintiT^s Divik 

Printer's Devil • 

Sir, it is your Devil.- 
I come from Miftrcfs. AH your Wives together 
Axe now a brewing Gentlemen, foul Weather, 
They've ordered me to fee you iafll away. 
And bring yon home to diem without delay .^ 

pRiwTBR and the cthr three. 
Go, tell our Wives we all arc very bufy. 
But tefl them not, it is with Tuzzy-Muiczy* 

' * ; ... ', PtiNTBR's Devil. 
And think yoii vritii fuct aiifwcr lean (ham 'cm ? 

, » f • • ■ • - 
iNcws. jiews; Here cbmes^ Mift Crotchet fiom 

thcPiay. ' / ;; : * 

Mrs. Quaver. 

' WclV Crotchet, Whafs the News? 

Miss CiiOT. We've left the day* 
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Printbe. 

iVhtn tcU *cm Damn *cm ! 

Bookseller. 
Damn 'emf 

^OOK'LENDfiR. 

Damn 'em I 

'J300K-fiINDER« 

Damn 'edd! f 
Bmt here oomes T^launtit; 

Waiter* 

No, it is your Wives* 
*-0 run and fkulk, and hide ye ifor your lives. 

Here BoakfiHt*' and Booklender get under the 
Table, . Printer and B&ok'binder bids hihind 
thejkretn. Enter Mifi FUmntit^ 

I comex)bedient to the Waiter's call,^ 
from foK to back-iide,'to falote you all; 

Turns nund 

t ^tss Crot. '■■■'k 
Such is the Play—- Your Judgment. Never fliam k* 
C* TaiL. Oh! Damn It.. ., 

,Mrs. QvAV.. Damn it« 

ill Lady. .Pamn.it. 
^., . J\(|ss CaoT. Damn it. 
v/j . • - LoRn M|N-, Damnit. 
'.,■ ■_. . ;; Trttfkgt^fo Clandeftine SLarriage. 
\ I com^,pbedt^ ft m^r Brethren's call, 
.1|rom,top t^ bottom toYdute you all; 

H h 2 Warmljr 
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Warmly to wifli whene'er my Piece you view, 
A happy Night to You,, Boikffillers 

You, Book-lemiers 

Vou, Book-binders 
and You. PrinUrs 
Say you, who've ftft my paccj^ known my fprings. 
Are we Toti^lf-^radii^^ Alch infipid things ? 
You lords o# witv Book&IIers, Binders, Lenders, 
Attack USyr andryocf U find us ftout defenders ; 
We'll fee who'll win the paha^ h«\»e a$ you aii^ 
Great You, or We wbo- conquer when we fall. 
Ag^nft Your thuiad'ring Pikes, whene'er you 

waot it }, ^ 

Vlllift-'* my )a^g\: come on ! and'Qafry Ftauntit.* 

Sits her^fin- a fofiure of Defence. 

Warmly to wiflir helbre ©Ui'piiict you view, 
A happy ^ai:^to Yon^ You, Vou^ and You. 

Boxtfs^ Pit. 1^ G«L zi, Gall 

Prologue to Cymon, 

* You, who have feen my a£lions« known my ipriogs. 

Say, are we Women fhch Ikinpid' things ? 

Say; lords df- the creation^ mighty men ! 

In what have You farpafs'd* Us ?* whcte? and when/ 

I come to know tb whoiit tlte paint is dae ; 

To Us wcrfc veiftis, or tVftirDngcr You? 

4gAiiift your conquering fWordSy I draw — my fan, 

Coitte oh!* aixd' parry Marg'rci: if you can. 

Sets her/elfin a Pofture of Defence » 
^ BpiUgue to the EarUfPfarwicky 
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ExGufe me, Gemmen, I fo long did ftay, 
I had ar great defir6 to fee the Play, 
Where Garrick, that fweet, little, Rhyming 

Rogue, 
Spoke what he'd wrote, a charming Epilogue. 
I died with laughter, 'twas fo droll and pat. 
'Twas all about a Meafttr^ Mon, and Cat.* 

Bookseller, and the other three, having left 
their hiding Places-^ addrefs Mifs Flauntity firft 
a^joinify, then fiparatefy* 
Printer,. Book-birtder, Bookfeller, Book-lender, 
Have at your fervicc, each a Tickle-bender. 
Tho',.dear and lovely Flauntit, on our lives. 
When you came in, we thought it was ourWives* 

Book-binder. 
I'm a Book-binder, and I know not whether 
You fliould be bound in Calf, or in Sheep's 

Leather. 
Yet I will ftitch you up, and bind you well. 
But, as I'm married, do not kifs and tell. 

Miss Flauntit. 
Give me a Guihea, and you fhall not want it. 

Chorus of Ladies. 
Spoke like a Girl of fpirit, dear Mifs Flauntit. 

Printer. 
I am a Printer, and, my lovely Lafe, 
I wifli I had you ready for the Prcfs. 

* See the Epilogue, to Barbsrofla. 

I would 
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I would imprint you, and imprefs you wcH, 
But, as I'm married, do hot kKs '^d tell. 

Miss Flaun.tit. 
<jivc me a Guinea, &c. 

'CHcrjLtrs of Ladies. , . 
Spoke like a Girl, Set. 

BooK-L£KD£K, Jluttmng. 

Fm Bc-Boofc-iender, if you'll be-befrieftd me, 
\% lake you Xo my ftiop, and then le-lcnd ye. ' 
*Mo-mong Subfcribcr5?^u wili circulate welL 
Bu^, as Tm married, donot kifs andxelU 

Miss Flaijntit., 
Give m? a Guinea, &c. . . - . .. 

ChOAUS ,of LAWEf., 

Spoke like a Girl, &c. 

Bookseller. . 

I'm a Bookfeller, and my beauteous Bunter^ 
I wifh I had you open on my Counter^ 

You're a iine Copy, aiid I'm Yure will fell. 

But as Fm married do not kifs and tell. 

• ■' . ... 

Give me aGtntiea, ahd you (hall not want rt. " 

Chorus of Xapids.- 
Spoke like a Girl of Spirit, dear Mifs .Fiauntit. 

r 

St A RICKS R. 
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Stationer. ^ 

Wdl^ faith and troth, this Flauntit is no fool.* 

Waiter. 
Fm glad you Kke her. Sir.— He^s a good Cull. 

Printer's Devil. 
Mjr dear Mifs Flauntit when you opM the Door^ 
I thought you was, and find you are my Whore. 
Vm Printer's Devil, and his Proof-fheets carry, 
I love you Flauntit, and I will you marry. 
You knowlVe lovM you long, and ferv'd you welU 
But as you like iti^oumay kifs ortelU 

Miss Flauntit. 
Come to my Arms, my fweet and lovely Devilj 
You are my fav^ite Man, and ITl be tivil. 
Without a Farthing you fhall never Want it. 

Chorus of Ladies. 
Spoke like a Girl of Spirit,, dear Mifs Flauntit.. 

'Stationer. 
Well, faith and troth, this Flauntit is a fogl.* 

Waiter. 
I think fa too^^ this Devil's no good ColL 


* SiR.PaT. MALONr. 

Well, .&itb and trdtli, that Shake^earWas n<» fboL 

C. Trill. 
Vtx glad you like him Sir — So ends the Pool. 
. . BfUo^ /« Clandeftine MAtrriage^ 

Bookseller. 
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BdOK€£LI.ER. 

Well, heref'^ a plot naw, that I can't unravel^ 

, But 'tis a precious J^&M this fame Devil, § 
Tbefc Turtlos IP the Gin-|hop fly ^rithijipeed^t 
An4 I'll foretell the curfed life they'll lead. 
With ginand portPfc^riJUlk tk^y ^e all weather, 
AM' whorcr^d w^% trw4gcarniw ^qa^gi^ii^i:* 
Now play at Pufh-piii, now ;at Jack-rarrd^A]^, 
Forevef tippling either .Beer qx Brfindjr 
Like dvil^ Millrhprfepne round ^whltic tb^Ji^efp^ 
Ti'hcy bitf^, icratch, quarrd,.drink, then wl^fl^ep. 
Their cuJiov% ftiwcys in tht dftet'f^m^y 
He black as Inky and fl)e the Change-fuU Moon^ 
Wak'4 with tb^ir brandy, Madam firft begins. 
She rub§ her eye;5,the Devil rubs his fliinSjj 
She fips and fwears * ne^t week'&qur wedding, day, 

* I wifh old Nick had blown me (hiccups) then 

away/' 

* Ay damn ye (cries the Devil) here's the Cixrfe^ 

* We now are tackt— for het-ter (hiccups) and for 

worfe.'* 
Then Ihe Ciill-hunt^g ta the Garden trudges | 
He to tp the Gartret whfiie poor Ppet lodges* 
Flauntitgets poxt, the Devil picks a pocket; 
She goes to Lock, the Devil goes to Lockit: 

» - • • 

% Q 'tis, a icharmipg.&afcal^ tlus:£une >SpA^t«>< 

* -. fP^^£Vf ^0 Englijh Merchant* 
t OttV.TsrJtl^ fro» tte Town, efc. ;;,./« ,/i£ ^dif 

.the .BjftibgMe ts the Englijb Merchant* 

Nofc- 
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Nofe^fairn and fcabb'd, we turn from her with 

loathing ; 
Now dies the Devil dancing upon nothing. 
What means this Qualm ? Why Aire while I'm 

defpifing 
That vulgar Pafiion, Envy, is not riitng« 

O no — Contennipt i$ ftruggling to burft out. 

I'll give it vent^ and wbi(k thefe Jadeis about. 

Here he drives abcut the Girls. 

ift Lady. 
An't you alham'd Sir ? * 

Bookseller. 

Me 1 I never bluili. 
With little Flauntit^ faith I'd take a pulh. 

BooK-LEKDER, in Recitative. 

While we have Money we need never want it; 
Why fure there are more Ladies here thanFlauntit. 

Bookseller, in Ditto. 
Brother^ c*ffl vrai^ ma foi^*^- I've one in Petto, 


• Mrs. Quav. to Sir Pat. Malony. 
iA*nt you afham'd. Sir ? 

Sir Pat. Me! I never blufli, 
Foi- little Shalcef^ear, faith! I'd take a pulh. 

Epilogue to Clardejiine Marriage. 

. I I i With 


With whom ril join and play at |k DuftU.i 

For this Signoray O Amico mioy 

hhj^ tdW w>t jqifi' 9Qd Ut me pl^y ^ Z'm. 

CHcuusof all the Booksellers &c. in pitto. 

Come, do not let us whine lik^ lovefick Aflbs, 
Butxaifeour Spirits high with firiUiiig Li^flbs. ^ 
What fliallwe give, dear pfetty Rogues, towio j^l 

Chorus of all the Ladies in Ditto. 
A Guinea, Guinea, Guinea, Guinea, Guinea^ 

Chorus of Bookselleiis, &c. 
What flujl we do t'^nhance your joys and blifles i 

4 

Chq^os of Lames. 

Come ki fs v^kjfs ^s^ ki^sius, kifs us, kils us,<! 

Exeunt Omnesy Kijprtjt. 


f Miss Crot. 
Cplosel, de tent nun Canr, Pve one in Feit$^ 
Which yoi; ihall joiOjt and make it a Duetto. 

Lord Minvm, 
Bella Sigmnrs^ 4. Jbait» mu^ . 
I {op will join^ and then we'll make afi^. 

Epikgnt t9 Chndefiim Marriage, 

The j; N p. 


'Lately Pubiilhed, written by the ffime Author^ 
afid d^icated to Lord Lyttleton, 

LEXIPHANES, 
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Imitated from Lupian, and fuitedlto 
the prefcnt Tioieis. 

BEING 

An Attempt to reftore the English TmgtK 
to its ancient Parity, 

And to expofe the afFe^ed Style of many l^te 

celebrated Writers, 

Whofe ordinary rate of Speech 

la Loftinefs of Sound is rich; 

A BahyUmifi Dialea, 

Wliich learned Pedants much tSkSl : 

It is a parti*colour'd DreG, 

Of patch'd and py-ball'd Languages ; 

'Tis Eaglifh cut on Greek or Latins 

l^^ike FiiuUaa heretofore on Sattin. 

HtTp;»aAs, 


